FREE to members of BDRA

Resident

The

,
Billericay District Residents Association

Welcome to February’s
Resident

“Help us to help you”

February 2018

In This
Issue:
1 Trevor Stansfield
1 Anyone out there?
1 Or if you prefer...
1 Calling all members
1 Local Plan
1 STOP PRESS!
1 Join the BDRA

2 The Day the Snow came
3 Feedback
4 Events

5 MONEY MATTERS...

Calling all members

I

t was with deep sadness that
we heard of the recent death
of our former long-time Vicechairman Trevor Stansfield.

You will be delighted to know that
the subs for 2018 remain
unchanged at £2 and from
February/ March onwards your
road rep will be coming round to
collect your subs and give you
this year’s membership card. If
they call and you are not in it
would be a great help if you
could take the money to them in
an envelope with your name on it
( if you know where they live) or
maybe a neighbour will be able
to pass it on when they call.

Trevor and his wife Margaret were
fundamental to the life of the
Residents' Association over more
than 40 years, and Trevor
developed the Resident from 4
sheets of black and white into the
style you see it today. He was its
editor from 1981 until 2014.
Trevor played a significant role in
several BDRA projects, including
the provision of the High Street
Christmas lights, and the founding
of the Billericay Twinning
Association, setting up links with
both Fishers and Chauvigny.
He contributed to the public life of
the town in many other ways
through his positions on the Town
Council, the Citizens' Advice
Bureau, the Mayflower School
(both on the Parents' Association
and the Board of Governors), and
the Billericay Rotary Club.
The town has lost one of its most
hard working citizens.

––––––––––

f ––––––––––

Anyone out there who
has a few hours a month to
support our main committee as a
secretary. All you need to be is
interested in Billericay and able to

Local Plan
come to a meeting on the first
Friday of each month (except
August), write notes and actions,
write and reply to a small amount
of correspondence, send emails
and keep us on our toes!!

Or if you prefer...
Be an area secretary for the East
of the town looking after the
membership records and
ensuring there are road reps to
deliver the Resident. Again there
is support with this role from others
who are area secretaries in other
parts of the town. All the records
are up to date on a spreadsheet.
For both these roles you can
get further info from John
Buchanan on 01277 656715
or chairman@bdra.org

You will see on pages 3 and 11
that there are considerable
changes being considered for
the Local Plan as it goes to its
final stages. These changes
affect Billericay in a big way with
a 70% increase in the number of
houses proposed from the initial
consultation.
BDRA in partnership with BAG
and the Billericay Society are
very worried about the the
proposed changes to the Local
Plan. Do read the updates and
take action as suggested since it
affects us all. Our voice needs to
be heard and as you know BDRA
will be hiring the services of a
planning consultant to challenge
whether any decisions deemed
to be classified as exceptional
circumstances are part of the
plan.
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• STOP PRESS •

Do put the date of the AGM on
23rd May in your diary. We have
secured a speaker from the
Council of the Protection of Rural
England who will speak about
the threat to our Green Belt.

Join the BDRA
Receive 10 copies of the
Resident, keep up to date with
residents’ issues, events, useful
info, advertisers offering
services you may need, coach
trips and area committees
working on your behalf.
Be part of an Association which
has served residents for 91
years.
Tel: 01277 656715
email: resident@bdra.org

Visit the BDRA Website at: www.bdra.org

The Day the
Snow came
by Alan Waddoups

E

ssex winters seem to alternate between days of leaden skies,
easterly winds and incessant damp, and days of bright
sunshine, blue skies and clear sparkling views to the horizon.

Sunday 10th December 2017 did
not fit into this pattern at all. We
awoke to the unusual, and
unexpected, sight of snow. Not only
was it snowing, but the snow was
settling, and by breakfast time the
streets, pavements and gardens
were already covered in a few
centimetres of soft whiteness. Not a
day for going out, or for doing very
much at all, except perhaps for
watching the birds in the garden,
which is precisely what I did.
We have a south-facing garden,
backing out onto farmland beyond,
with birdfeeders suspended from
tree branches on both sides of
the garden, and on that December
morning the view from our kitchen
window was magical.

one of the ten was not a chaffinch,
but a far less frequent visitor, a pied
wagtail. Whilst common on
farmland, around reservoirs, or
even on the roofs of town centres,
they seem reluctant to visit
gardens, so it was a thrill to see one
among the feeding chaffinches.
These were the first of the many
birds which visited the garden
during the day, none really rare, but
all welcome. It is a constant
pleasure to see the solitary robin,
always vigilant, and the lively longtailed tits, invariably with their
extended families, in their relentless
search for food to sustain them
through the harsh winter months.
Many, such as the blue tits and
collared doves are constant
residents, while others, like the jays
and the greenfinches, seem to
disappear for weeks at a time.

During the day twenty species of
birds visited the garden, or, at least,
as in the case of a lone mistle thrush
and several jackdaws, came as close
as the large trees at the end of the
garden. By late afternoon, the snow
had stopped and the skies cleared,
providing a vivid sunset, as viewed
from a bedroom window across the
neighbouring gardens, a fitting end
to a most wonderful winter’s day.

In winter, chaffinches are constant
visitors, but are largely invisible as
they blend so well with the colours
of the beds and the faded winter
foliage. However, on that morning,
against the snow-white backdrop,
they stood out like the coal-black
eyes on a snowman and I counted
ten individuals hopping about on
the lawn and borders. But hold on,

Holiday Cottage
Lavenham, Suffolk

4* Grade II Listed Victorian Cottage set in the
heart of medieval Lavenham. Fully renovated
and beautifully furnished, original features
boast character and charm giving a warm,
cosy atmosphere.
Weekend and midweek breaks also available.

Contact: Mrs. E. J. Perkins
01277 651843 or 07966 503223
email: esther @hourcottage.co.uk
http: //www.hourcottage.co.uk

MAYFLOWER CAR SERVICES LTD
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FEEDBACK
The environmental impact on
Frith Wood from a relief road
There are concerns that the preferred option for a relief
road proposed in SW Billericay will be re-routed through
Frith Wood as this would enable a further 300 houses to
be built. We are naturally very concerned about this
proposal which has many ramifications not least the
impact on ancient woodland and a wildlife area.
We have been informed that the Essex Wildlife Trust,
The Woodland Trust and RSPB have written to the
Council voicing their concerns. These will be registered
as will any other concerns that residents have. The
council has an obligation to consult with Natural
England and to further test the impact of proposals.

Hi Chris,
We were delighted that The Christmas Market raised over
£25,000. This will go into our charity funds which are
distributed to our chosen charities throughout the year.
Examples of how we spent last year’s Christmas Market
proceeds include:
BOSP
Child Rescue Nepal
Mountnessing Court Hospital
Royal Marsden
Mercy Ships
Kids Cancer Charity
Roll Out The Barrel
Barrow Farm Riding for the Disabled
Thriftwood College
Best wishes,
Yvonne

This may result in the relief road returning to the original
proposal. It will not be known until these consultations
have been made and a report is sent to the IDG
Committee and then on to the Full Council.
The IDG Committee meets on 13th March and will be
followed by a Full Council Meeting on 22nd March. The
suggestion is that final decisions on locations will be
made then including possible release of Green Belt.
However it will not take a crystal ball to see that the
significant increase in housing in Billericay will still be on
the table. As we see it the test of ‘exceptional
circumstances’ will be the key to this plan being
accepted by the Planning Inspectorate.
You will see on page 11 the observations of those who
attended the December meeting of the IDG and may
draw your conclusions. Please do as suggested and
take action at an individual level.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Events
BDRA Committee
Meetings
Any member is
welcome to attend
one of our area
c o m m i t t e e
meetings.
This
might be helpful if
you have an issue to
raise that you haven’t been able to
resolve yourself and would like to do so
in person or would just like to come
along and find out what we talk about.
The next East/Burstead Committee
meeting is on Wednesday 14th
February and the next West Area
Committee meeting is on Thursday
22nd February. Both meetings are at
7.30pm in the Reading Rooms. If you
would like to come and have an issue to
discuss please let us know on
resident@bdra.com

Jazz At The Fold
72 Laindon Road, CM12
9LD, Tel 01277659286
Saturday 10th February
at 7.30 pm – Red Beans 'n' Rice New
Orleans Revivalist style jazz band from
Norfolk, Tickets £12 don’t delay booking
yours.
Saturday 24th February at 7.30pm Celebrating the 60s – Blowin' in the
Wind – music of Bob Dylan, Joan Baez,
John Lennon, Simon and Garfunkel and
many more – this is a show not to be
missed. Written, arranged and performed
by Multi instrumentalists ANDANTE,
£12 Café layout – bring own drinks.

Basildon Council
Crunch Times
A mobile tip for
household waste. For
more information please
visit www.basildon.gov.
uk/crunch
10th March Carvers Wood CM11 2TJ
13th March David's Walk CM11 2EZ

Local Community
Meeting
L o c a l
Community
Meeting at
Waitrose in
Billericay. Come and meet the local
community policing team and discuss
any issues or concerns you may have.
Monday 12th February 7.00pm
Waitrose.

4

Billericay
Archaeological &
Historical Society
Meetings held at The
Fold, Billericay Arts
Association, Laindon
Road at 8.00pm.
Monday 12th February “The
Shoebury Heritage” Speaker Brian
Sandford.

Belvedere Jazz &
Music Club

Billericay
Horticultural Society
Billericay Horticultural
Society meets in the
Chantry Way Centre on
the 3rd Monday of
every month at 8pm.
Entry is £1 for members
and £2 for visitors, who
are always welcome.
Monday 19th February Soil Sweat
and Tears - A talk by Brian Carline.

Billericay Community
Cinema
Billericay Library,
The High Street.
Film Thursday
doors open at 7pm.
Tickets are priced
£5.00.
Thursday 8th March Dial M for
Murder (1954) 105 mins Cert PG

The Chichester, Old London
Road, Rawreth, SS11 8UE

Family Sunday – doors open at
2.30pm. Tickets are £2.50 per person.

Wednesday
14th
February The Humphrey
Lyttelton Band

Sunday 25th February Brave (2012)
93 mins Cert PG

Wednesday 21st February Sinatra at
The Movies - Simply Swing
Wednesday 28th February Midland
Youth Jazz Orchestra £15 Admission
Entrance fee from £12.50 – Live music
8.00pm-10:30pm. Meals from 6:30pm.
For further information please visit
www.belvederejazz.co.uk
Email: belvederejazz@gmail.com or
telephone Phil Church on 07850
607075.

Charity Lunch
Charity lunch
at Billericay
Methodist
Church, Western
Road on Saturday 10th February
from 12.30-1.30pm. A snack lunch and
drink for £4.50. The proceeds are going
towards local multiple sclerosis therapy.
There is no need to book.

Captain Cauliflower
and Marvin the
Mischievous Moose
Friday 16th February at 2.30pm.
Dan
Lees
and Neil Frost
invite you on
an adventure
that combines
clowning,
p l a y f u l
games and
chaotic fun that’s suitable for all the
family. The Fold, 72 Laindon Road,
CM12 9LD. Telephone 01277659286.
www.baathefold.org.uk

Tickets are available from
www.billericaycine.com and from
Billericay Library.

Billericay WEA
Please enrol now as our courses are
nearly full. www.enrolonline.wea.org.uk
or 0300 303 3464. Saturday 17th
March. One Day Course. ‘The Brontes
of Haworth’ with Margaret Mills.
Billericay Reading Rooms. 9.30-3.45.
Tea breaks included. Lunch – bring your
own or head to the High Street. Fee £15.

Buttsbury WI
We meet on 2nd
Tuesday of the month
at Canon Roche Hall
at 8pm – 10pm new
members welcome call Jan Nash 01277
630147 for further details

Basildon & District
Rambling Club
The
group
meets every
Saturday at
2.00pm with
some longer
walks on other
days.
The
Saturday walks are 4-5 miles with a rest
half way. New members are welcome.
Membership is £6 per year and
includes all walks. See our website
www.basildonanddistrictramblingclub.bt
ck.co.uk for further details of our Club
and walks programme

FC Redwing – Free
football training for
4-6 year olds
Every Saturday at
8:30am at White's Farm,
Barleylands. FC Redwing
provides free football
training every Saturday for kids currently
in Reception & Year One at school.
With an emphasis firmly on fun,
sessions are run by FA qualified
coaches. If you are interested in your
child joining in the fun then please email
fcredwingacademy@gmail.com

Greenway Ramblers
The group meets at
10.00am every Tuesday
(5-6 miles) and Sunday
(longer walks of 10+
miles with a break for lunch). Walks
usually commence at different venues (a
Pub or Recreation Ground car park) and
details can be found in the current
Walks Programme. New members are
always welcome. See our website at
www.greenwayramblers.org.uk for
further details, or phone Joe Lawton on
01277 631119.

Billericay Operatic
Society presents...
“The Producers”
at Brentwood Theatre
from 20th to 24th
March. This outrageous
comedy by Mel Brooks
tells the story of two
producers who set out to create the most
offensive show in history! Performances
at 7.30pm, plus a 2.30pm matinee on
24th March. Tickets from £14 to £17,
available by calling the society box office
on 01277 650672 (8.00am to 8.00pm, 7
days a week, no booking fee) or at
www.ticketsource.co.uk/billops.
(parental guidance advised)

Billericay Community
Choir presents...
“Love Is In The Air”
At Christ Church, Perry
Street. Saturday 17th
February at 7.30pm.
Doors open at 7.00pm.
Entry Free. Refreshments. Donations to
the British Heart Foundation. For further
details please phone Chris on 656904 or
Vince on 657169. Our website is
www.billericaycommunitychoir.com
To advertise your event
here please email
resident@bdra.org
• • • • •
Deadline is 15th February
for events between
10th March
and 10th April

MONEY
Corporate Bonds
ith the National Savings 4% rate on guaranteed growth bonds finishing
between now and mid May, I read with some alarm that Billions of pounds
are being ploughed into Bond Funds. Why Alarm? Well it’s virtually
guaranteed that Bond Funds will lose capital value as interest rates rise.
accounts, so Bonds are deemed to be lower
What is a “bond”? To raise money,
“risk” than shares.
companies can either offer investors new
shares with the prospect of paying larger
Like shares, Bonds are bought and sold on
dividends (income) in future as the
the stockmarket. The rate of interest the
company grows, or it can borrow money.
company pays is affected by many things,
prevailing interest rates for example but most
When Companies borrow money they
importantly how safe is the company? The
issue certificates called Corporate Bonds
higher the potential risk that the company
and they pay, and this is crucial, a FIXED
cannot repay the loan the higher the rate of
rate of interest. This interest must be paid
interest it must pay to borrow money. These
every year and takes preference over
are sometimes known as “high yield” bonds.
paying dividends on the company

W

M AT T E R S
The key word above is FIXED interest. Most
bank and building society accounts pay
variable interest rates. Deposit £1,000 in a
bank at 2% and you would receive £20
interest. If rates rise to say 3% you would
receive £30 and still have your original
£1,000.

“bonds” normally falls and hence my
concern.

Corporate Bonds do the opposite! Your
interest is fixed and the capital goes up and
down. Buy a bond for £1,000 paying 2%
and you would receive £20, but if interest
rates rose to 3% you would still only
receive £20, so is your bond still worth
£1,000?

You really do need to know what it is you are
trying to achieve and with 32,000 financial
products to choose from start 2018 by
seeing an Independent Financial Adviser.
They can’t stop markets going up and down
but their advice could save you losing money
unnecessarily.

Clearly no because at 3% you only need
£667 in the bank to earn £20 interest, so
when interest rates rise the capital value of

Call your local independent financial
adviser on 01277 630873 and start
2018 more financially informed

It’s more complicated than that but with the
shares here and in the US at record highs
and interest rates rising where do you put
your savings today?

Independent Financial Advice Centre
Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ
Authorised and Regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority

www.impartialadviser.com

New beginnings: A fresh approach to divorce
he word ‘divorce’ often frightens people, but what if there was a new way
of looking at relationship breakdown? One which offers solutions and out
of the box thinking with clients in the driving seat? The collaborative law
process helps you reach solutions together, amicably, rather than a court
making decisions about your family finances and future.
What is collaborative law?
How does collaborative law work?
Both divorcing parties have a collaboratively
At the beginning of the process the couple
trained, expert family solicitor. Rather than
and their lawyers are required to sign a
conducting negotiations by letter, telephone
participation agreement. This is a really
or through the court, all discussions take
important agreement as it confirms
place face-to-face by way of four-way
that everyone is going to work
meetings.
together, and if the process breaks

T

Collaborative law requires a shared
commitment to avoid litigation, providing
couples with an opportunity to work together
with their collaborative lawyers to find
positive solutions.

down that both solicitors will stop acting.
This provides the couple with
reassurance that everyone is working
together to ensure that there is an
agreement.

What are the benefits of collaborative
law?
There are many benefits to collaborative law,
including that you work together with your
ex-partner to reach an outcome that suits all
the needs of the family. It can also result in
outside-the-box thinking, where more
creative solutions are reached because the
four people work together.
Clients report better communication with
their ex-partner and say that they feel the
process is a 'happier' one, keeping them in
the driving seat.
Why choose collaborative law?
• You can focus on what is important to
you and resolve matters quickly.

• If you have children, they can benefit
from the process as it focuses on the
children first.
• There can be improved communication
throughout the process, laying
foundations for healthy relationships
afterwards.
• It can send a powerful message to
children that their parents are able
to resolve differences constructively
together.
Collaborative law is not suitable for
everyone, but at Birkett Long one of our
team of specialist solicitors will let you know
if they think it might be right to you.

For a free 15-minute phone
consultation, contact Francesca
Cozens on 01268 244144 or
francesca.cozens@birkettlong.co.uk

Whether you need legal advice for your business or your family, we realise that you expect
straightforward expertise from someone who knows their area of law inside out. And what’s
more, at Birkett Long you can be sure that our lawyers will listen and care.
It’s not just about knowing the law.

JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
01268 824924
www.birkettlong.co.uk
Basildon Chelmsford Colchester

Incorporating E. Edwards Son & Noice
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (No. 488404)
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A number of local individuals and
organisations, such as the Essex Wildlife
Trust and Essex Bat Group, have been helping
us by undertaking surveys on different
aspects, such as the bird life or the flora, as
well as the woodland. Plans are in hand to
erect bat and bird boxes in the woodland and
elsewhere and also to put up more small
insect hotels to complement the large one
near the boathouse. The flower meadow will
be re-seeded again in the Spring and plans

are being made to encourage native flowers to
grow on the large banks near the sluice. Both
of these will encourage insects and pollinators
to move in and make their homes here.
Do take a look at our website

www.lakemeadows.org.uk
where you will also find a membership form,
contact us via

secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk
or ring 07843 860 135 (answerphone)

ake Meadows is a haven for
wildlife, with biodiversity
Lthriving
just a short distance from
the busy town centre. The Friends
recognise this and their focus for
the next year or two will be on
enhancing the habitats and
encouraging park users to enjoy
and appreciate the importance of
the wildlife here.
The management of the park now encourages
more wildlife, with a balance being kept
between the human needs of an urban park
and the wildlife needs of the creatures who
live here. There is a range of different habitats,
which include the lake and its banks, the trees
and woodland, the gardens, the conservation
area, the reed bed and the flower meadow.
Interpretation boards for each of these areas
are being planned by the Friends and will
gradually be added to these sites as and when
funds allow. The first of these, which visitors
have welcomed, was the one about the lake,
with the water birds named. Next on the
agenda is the Welcome and Habitats board
which will show all the habitats, as well as
other park features.

Photo: ”Frozen” by Vic Hare

Reg Charity Number: 289466

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack, please contact
Legacy Coordinator Ed Pearce on:
Tel: 01268 524 973 Email: Edpearce@stlukeshospice.co.uk
Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:

y Free estimates and advice

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed
y Part P registered

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

For anything Electrical call Mick on
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating
Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Comprehensive Property Maintenance Services
Reports & Surveys

Tel: 01277 653587 Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com
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Committee News
Trevor Stansfield
The committee heard the sad
news that Trevor Stansfield
had died. He was vice-chair
of the main BDRA committee
for 34 years and the founding
father of the Resident which
under his editorship went
from strength to strength. We
agreed to make a donation
on his behalf to the charity
nominated by the family and
recognise his contribution to
the Association in the
February Resident.

Local Plan
The Infrastructure and Growth
Committee at Basildon
Council met in December
and agreed a preferred
proposal of:
• An alternative route for the
south west relief road

which would provide
access to a further 300
new houses whilst taking
a part of the Ancient
Woodland at Frith Wood
• 180 homes on land South
of London Road, Wickford
not to be included
• 2,000 houses removed
from H10 (Dunton), leaving
only 300 new houses
• Over 2,900 new houses
have now been allocated
to Billericay, 1,200 (70%)
more than we were
consulted upon, all in the
Green Belt.
We will be making our views
known using our planning
consultant, Cheffins. Cheffins
have already been brought

up to speed with the current
state and agree that there are
issues to raise at the next
stage which will be a written
submission to the Planning
Inspectorate (not Basildon
Council), and then at the
public examination.

Planning Application
under appeal
17/00477/FULL Elizabeth
Cottage 4 High Street for part
single, part two storey rear
extension and conversion to
create 7 no. apartments has
gone to appeal. Because the
building has deteriorated
the owners have sought
permission from Basildon
Council to do minor works to
prevent further damage
without penalty.

“Help us to help you”

Speeding Review
MW, AM and PS visited the 8
proposed roads for speeding
checks with Mary Wiley from
the Fire Brigade. She
confirmed all but Upland
Road and advised the best
actual places to stand with
the speed gun. A written
confirmation has been sent.
Mary advised that the Fire
Brigade had taken this role
over from the police as
attending road accidents was
becoming a large part of their
job so it made sense for them
to take over accident
prevention. We are now
waiting for a camera.
Volunteers will go out in pairs,
never alone.

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs
We are a family run general building
company who takes pride in our
standard of work and we treat
every home we work in as if it
were our own.
Telephone 01277 610015
E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

Floors, walls and bathrooms.
For a good as new look –
grout revival and silicone renewal.
Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin

01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Thomas Fitted Furniture Ltd.
Kitchens - Appliances - Bathrooms - Bedrooms - Studies

Mark Thomas
Director

Tel/Fax: 01268 574 674
Mobile: 07711 035 397
thomastownsend13@yahoo.co.uk
www.thomastownsendltd.vpweb.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Unit 4 Fanton Hall,
Arterial Road, Wickford,
Essex.
SS12 9JF.

7

Mark Hatch IOC
Carpenter and Joiner
Architraves, Skirting, Internal, External Doors
& Frames, Garden Gates, Stairs Spindles,
Handrails, Built-in Cupboards, Bookcases &
Shelving, Study & Bedroom Furniture,
Wood Flooring, Staining & Polishing

For all your Woodworking needs
01277 625908 / 07956 444483
www.markhatch.co.uk

SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating
Paper stripping, Paper hanging,
Painting
References and
Portfolio Upon Request
Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates
and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

TOP TO BOTTOM ROOFING
Established Since 1976

Domestic & Commercial Roofi
Roofing
ng Services
Slate house signs made to
measure.
Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.
Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

• Slating & Tiling Specialists
• High/Low Level Pointing
• Chimney Renewals/Repairs
• Roof Lights/uPVC Roof Lining
CAL FOR
OR FREE
FRE ADVICE
ADVIC
VICE
E & ESTIMATES
ESTIMATE
TES
CALL

BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com

facebook.com /castiling

www.foxpath.co.uk

F.A.Ingram
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Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery
Advanced City & Guilds qualified
From skirting to loft conversions
Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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Billericay Sparks
OFFERING HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS
WE SPECIALISE IN PROVIDING ELECTRICAL SERVICES
THROUGHOUT ESSEX.
WE WORK TO COMPLY WITH LATEST ELECTRICAL STANDARDS.
WE PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY WORKMANSHIP TO ENSURE
YOUR PROJECT IS COMPLETED ON TIME AND ON BUDGET.

Contact:
Mobile:
Telephone:
Email:
Web:

Rob Sheehan
07525 820309
01277 555054
rob@billericaysparks.co.uk
www.billericaysparks.co.uk

THE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU
01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing
(Residential/Commercial)

Personal Injury
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

夝夝夝夝夝
BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!
Served 12.00noon to 7.00pm
夝夝夝夝夝
Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm
6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Civil Litigation
Employment Law
Family Law
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients
(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
Notary Public now available!
100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596
e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Billericay Computers
The family business taking care of your home PC since 2003
We specialise in:
Data recovery • Virus removal • New PCs/Laptops
Accessories ink/cables

No need to be blinded by techno-babble, we're here to help!
Home visits can be arranged.
Visit us @ 92C High St. (behind Jennings next to Edes (Belmonts))
Telephone 01277 656592
www.ihatemypc.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Plumbing & Heating
228512

Free Quotations
• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires
• Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G. & Natural Gas
• Part P qualified

(All work guaranteed - fully insured)

Billericay 630236

Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912

夝 Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £65 incl.
夝 Boiler Service £55 incl.
夝 Power Flushing from £265 incl.

APPROVED

email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com

www.sdbanksplumbing.com

25 years in the trade

F. E. FARRER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860
Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages
Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

TLC Bathrooms
Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants
Call us today for a FREE quote!

33 High Street

246 Hutton Road

Billericay

Shenfield

Steve Reader – based in Billericay

01277 622944

01277 216030

stevereader@aol.com www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

LOCAL PLASTERER

Computer Problems?

General Plastering
Artex back to smooth

Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put
up with expensive call out charges.

Call Graeme
Mob: 07930 364291
Tel: 01277 654086

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat
www.pctechnician.eu

No Call Out Charge!

516031

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE
BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS
POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS
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To advertise here
Pease contact Chris at:
resident@bdra.org

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Who is supporting
Billericay?

R

ecent developments regarding the Basildon Local
Plan must be of grave concern to those who share
BDRA’s desire to preserve the quality of life of
Billericay and protect it from over-development.
At a meeting of the Council’s
Infrastructure,
Growth,
and
Development
Committee
in
December
very
substantial
changes were made, which
increase the proposed number of
new homes to be built in Billericay
from 1,700 to 2,900 – an increase
of 1,200 or 70% compared with
the earlier version of the plan.
Corresponding
increases
elsewhere in the borough amount
to 4% in Basildon and 6% in
Wickford. Six of the eight main
Billericay sites are increased in
size substantially.
The map [below] (prepared by our
colleagues in the Billericay Action
Group based on a Basildon
Council original), shows the
current proposal. Missing from it,
because the details are unclear,
are an additional 300 houses
somewhere in the south west of
the town, together with a
undefined re-routing of the
proposed relief road.
The way that some of these
decisions were reached is cause
for concern. The additional 300
houses/relief road re-routing were
proposed to the council meeting
by a representative from the
developer Taylor Wimpey, and
were agreed on the nod. Large
reductions in Wickford were
proposed by the Mayor, and in
West Basildon by the Committee
Chairman, in both cases relating
to the areas that they represent on
the Council. These were also
agreed on the nod with no
meaningful discussion of the
justification or impact. At one point
the four Conservatives on the
committee walked out of the

meeting, citing a slight against
one of their colleagues, so that for
a time there was no Billericay
representative present. This is
characteristic of the instability of
the Basildon Council and the
constant political infighting and
point scoring which appears to
take precedence over the
interests of residents.
As far as we know none of the
nine councillors who represent
Billericay and Burstead on the
Council are opposed to this Plan
nor concerned about the adverse
impact on Billericay as most of
their voters are.
It is unacceptable that the Local
Plan as it affects Billericay can be
revised so drastically upwards
with no further opportunity for the
public to comment on the
specifics in a formal consultation.
In the previous consultation close
to half of the responses came from
Billericay and over 80% of people
were opposed to the Plan. This
appears to have been totally
disregarded by Basildon Council.
This revised Plan, involving 70%
more new homes than the
previous proposal, serves to
exacerbate further the existing
concerns :- failure to take any
account of public opinion; erosion
of the Green Belt without special
or exceptional circumstances
to justify it; grossly inadequate
commitment
to
enhance
infrastructure to cope with
increased demand :- doctors and
hospitals, schools, roads, trains,
car parking etc; lack of concern
about the impact on the
environment and on heritage – for

example the proposed new road
would take a chunk out of the
Ancient Woodland of Frithwood
(which a Burstead councillor
voted in favour of).
The next stage in the progression
of the Local Plan will be a ‘Section
19’ consultation on the soundness
of the Plan. This will be reviewed
by the Planning Inspectorate, who
will then hold an examination in
public to decide whether the Plan
has been prepared according to
the required rules and protocols.
Together with the Billericay Action
Group and the Billericay Society,
BDRA will be looking carefully at
how they, and the general public,
should respond to this, with
advice to follow.

Meanwhile if BDRA members
agree with us that the
proposed Local Plan will be
very damaging to Billericay,
and that Billericay is not
getting a fair deal, then we
strongly urge them to make
their views known to their
Basildon Councillors
{www.basildonmeetings.info/
mgMemberIndex.aspx?
or contact us if not sure how
to go about it).

We would like to see a united
stance by Billericay Town
Council, Great Burstead & South
Green Village Council, and Little
Burstead Parish Council
defending Billericay’s interests.

We’ve rebranded!

Hassle free
selling and
letting,
we make
it possible.

Familiar faces,
new image.

SALES & LETTINGS

We are Grace & Rose, a family run, independent estate
agency based in Billericay and Brentwood; but you won’t ﬁnd
us in a showy shop on the high street. That’s because we’re
one of the UK’s growing number of hybrid office based
agents; cleverly combining the best of traditional estate
agency, with the cost saving beneﬁts of online.

Free property valuation, call today.

01277 623010

PROPERTY@GRACEANDROSE.CO.UK
GRACEANDROSE.CO.UK
BILLERICAY 92C HIGH STREET | BILLERICAY | CM12 9BT

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Billericay District Residents’ Association
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝 COACH TRIPS
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝
Please note that all payments should be made as soon as
possible and sent to the person named on the trip
advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA
and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.
Departure points for all trips: GG – Gooseberry Green, bus
stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching
Stock Road, LR – Laindon Road, bus stop between Sun
Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus
stop to Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.

YORKSHIRE COAST AND COUNTRY SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY
– FRIDAY 2ND MARCH

TUESDAY 20TH MARCH 2018 – MEET THE BAKER

2 Places available

Our first stop is Saffron Walden where we can have a coffee or a
browse round the shops. We then travel to Old Harlow to the Mayfield
Farm Bakery here we will enjoy a talk and demonstration giving us an
insight into baking skills and how traditional loaves are made. This is
followed by a two course lunch of a glass of Luscombes Elderflower
Bubbly, Quiche of the Day with mixed dressed leaves, Tart au Citron
and tea or coffee.

5 nights full breakfast and three course dinner with tea
or coffee.
3 excursions and 2 nights entertainment included.
We are staying at the Monarch Hotel in Bridlington which is on the
seafront, perfectly placed for a walk into town or a stroll along the
level promenade. The hotel has a lift, tea and coffee making facilities
and free Wi Fi.

Seats available

You will also receive a small complimentary loaf to take home. There
will also be an opportunity to buy breads and patisserie.

Also included: Complete luggage handling, optional insurance
£10pp (non-refundable).

Cost: £35.50 includes coach talk and lunch.

Excursions:

Depart: GG 8.00am, OA 8.05am, LR8.15am, SG8.20am. Back in
Billericay at approximately 5.00pm.

Day to Whitby, North Yorkshire Moors National Park, Heartbeat
Country.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am

Day to York visit the Minster, Jorvik Centre, the Shambles and
museums.

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, Essex. CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342

Half Day to Beverley with its minster, historical buildings and
cobbled streets.

夝

Entrance prices are not included.
Depart: GG 8.00am, OA 8.15am, LR 8.35am, SG 8.50am.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am
Emergency mobile for use on the day only 07518 122647. Please
put it in your contacts.

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, Essex. CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

TUESDAY 10TH APRIL – GUIDED TOUR OF THE FAVERSHAM
BREWERY, HOME TO SHEPHERD NEAME, INCLUDING TWO
COURSE LUNCH

Cost: £222.00 per person.

夝

夝

夝

夝

MONDAY 19TH FEBRUARY – GUIDED TOUR OF THE HOUSES
OF PARLIAMENT FOLLOWED BY A THREE COURSE LUNCH
AT THE STRAND PALACE HOTEL
This trip is full from the Waiting List. Please Pay Now

We make our way to the medieval market town of Faversham where we
will have time for a morning coffee or a look around the Tuesday
market. We then go to Faversham Brewery, Britain's oldest Brewery.
Brewing has takne place here for centuries.
We learn on the guided tour about the ancient art of brewing, look at
brewing and fermentation vessels, taste natural mineral water from the
Brewery's well, try some malted barley and smell locally-grown Kentish
hops.
The tour includes a visit to the old Brewery Store, which has displays of
delivery vehicles, a recreated coopers' workshop, bygone pub signs
and memorabilia. The tour ends with a tutored tasting of Shepherd
Neame's ales and speciality lagers.

Emergency mobile for use on the day only 07518 122647. Please
put it in your contacts.

Our lunch after our tour will be Drayman's Plate, Spitfire sausages
served with Spitfire ale onion gravy, mashed potatoes and peas.
Homemade bread and butter pudding, served with fresh cream.
Should you have any dietary requirements please let me know and the
Brewery will be able to accommodate us.

Cost: Coach, Tour and Lunch £34.00.

Cost: Coach, Guided Tour and Lunch £38.50.

Pickups are starting at Orchard Avenue

Depart: GG 8.30am. OA 8.35am. LR 8.50am. SG 8.55am. Back in
Billericay at approximately 5.00pm.

You will have been contacted for this trip.

Depart: OA 8.00am. GG 8.05am. LR 8.15am. SG 8.20am. Back in
Billericay at approximately 5.00pm.

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560

Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Tuesday 13th February

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560

If concession prices are quoted (ie seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made
to resell your seats, however if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org.
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