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Welcome to the November edition of the Resident. We hope you are all looking forward to the
events that this season brings, our wonderful Christmas Market is re-instated this year, it
offers a great way to enjoy everything the town has to offer and has been a part of our tradition

for many years.  

We make no apology for returning to the Local Plan in this edition.  As you may be aware one of the
outcomes from the recent Conservative Party Conference was a commitment from the Prime Minister
and the Minister for Housing that new housebuilding would be on brownfield sites thus protecting
Green Belt. Whilst the devil is always in the detail, and we can’t see many developers being too
supportive, we believe this is a genuine opportunity and have written to John Baron and copied the
letter to the 2 other MPs who represent the borough and also to Boris Johnson, Michael Gove and
Andrew Baggott, to seek their support to halt the current draft Local Plan. 
The full letter is as follows:

Please feel free to use this letter to inform/pressure your MP in support of this action to make
our MP’s accountable. A copy can be found on our website at www.bdra.org 
We hope you enjoy this edition and thank you for your continued support of the BDRA. 

BILLERICAY
CHRISTMAS

MARKET 
IS BACK!

Billericay Mayflower
Rotary is once again
preparing to get

Christmas off to a flying
start on Sunday 5th
December. With 2020 a
Covid no-go, this year’s
event is going to be
better than ever.

Santa will parade through the
town at 11.00am, together with
a band and street entertainers.
Santa and his team will then be
in the WI Hall, St. Edith's Lane.
There will also be a children’s
fairground in the main car park,
and two stages hosting a wide
programme of entertainment. 

The BDRA will once again be
sponsoring the Punch & Judy
Show which can be found in the
Reading Rooms.

The whole High Street will be
packed with stalls, and let’s not
forget the variety of local shops
and restaurants that will happily
be open for business.

To learn more, please visti
our website www.billericay
christmasmarket.com

“Help us to help you”

LOCAL PLAN UPDATE  

Dear Mr Baron,

We urge you to intervene and demand an immediate withdrawal of the emerging Basildon Local Plan. This plan

proposes to put more than 50% of its 15,000 plus new homes on 399 hectares of Green Belt land right across

the borough affecting Billericay, Wickford and various parts of Basildon.

The Prime Minister’s Conference announcement on home ownership was that future house building shall build

the homes that young families need, not on green fields, not just jammed in the south east, where homes make

sense and that housing in the right place at an affordable price will add massively to our general joie de vivre.

In light of this, we believe that withdrawal and revision is the most appropriate action to be taken, before the

Basildon Local Plan reaches the Planning Inspector’s Examination in Public next year, after which it could be

irreversibly adopted.

For over seven years we have campaigned against the Basildon Local Plan and widespread public opposition

has been ignored by Basildon council, including by our own Councillors. It is a plan that has been foisted onto

existing residents with little positive engagement. Public consultations have been a sham. The housing target

is significantly more that the true local need and that directly leads to so much Green Belt loss. We strongly

believe that a more appropriate target can be delivered in the borough that is sustainable and with little or no

environmental damage.

The proposed Local Plan will not provide the homes that young people need and will do little to help young local

residents get on the housing ladder.  At current price levels, to buy the proposed new homes will need incomes

far in excess of the local average, including the cheapest 1 person 1 bedroom high-rise flats in Basildon town

centre. Moreover, the Plan not only concretes over green fields, but includes provision of only minimal

incremental social and transport infrastructure, in the already crowded south east of England. This is not building

where homes make sense.

We have to tell you there is very little joie de vivre here about this Plan, except perhaps among those who stand

to make a handsome killing out of it. We are appealing to your concern for the quality of life and wellbeing of

your electors and trust that you will appreciate that this Plan flies in the face of current government policy and

thinking. 

Please note that we will be publishing this letter to our 4,500 member households in Billericay and via our web

and social media outlets. We will similarly publish responses received in order to keep the local community

aware.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely
Andy Maddocks
Chair
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Computer Problems?
Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put 

up with expensive call out charges.

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat

Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support

Professional Microsoft Certified Technician

10 years of experience providing IT solutions

Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456
andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Computer repairs 
& IT Support 

Hi there, my name
is Amanda Deacon
and I’m your new

editor. I’ve lived in the
town for 30 years and I
absolutely love Billericay.
I raised my family here
and have helped run the
Billericay Twins Club for
over 20 years (yes I’m a
mum of twins!)

I can confirm that the BDRA
team are a passionate lot and
work so hard behind the scenes
on your behalf to ensure the
town’s residents are at the
centre of decision making
regarding any changes.  They
are well  informed and well
connected and know who they
need to talk to to make their
voices heard - and not always to
people who want to listen! I am
so impressed with their
expertise and commitment –

all this work is done totally
voluntarily.

I really hope you can all help me
with this role in highlighting and
responding to articles and
sharing both your positive and
negative experiences as a
resident. In addition please
encourage your friends and

In this way we can ensure our
membership continues to reflect
the views of as many of our
residents as possible and
we can all continue to make
Billericay the wonderful place it
is to live and be a part of its
future.

neighbours to join the BDRA so
they can make sure their voices
are heard too and help
contribute to positive change. 

(Our  emai l  i s  res ident
@bdra.org  fo r  anyone
interested In joining).  

New Editor at 
the “Resident”

Road Rep 
Wanted
Road Rep needed in the Tye Common Road
area, for approximately 30 members and also
relief Road Reps to cover sickness & holidays.

� � � � � � � � � � �

East Area 
Secretary Wanted 
If you would like to learn more about this role
please contact Chair Andy Maddocks at
chairman@bdra.org
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Dear Editor,
Like Jennifer Mint I have been deeply concerned about the number of

vehicles parked illegally on both the High Street and Western Road for

many months. Cars are parked up the pavement and sometimes on

both sides of the road so not only are they causing an obstruction

should emergency vehicles want to get through but when pedestrians

are crossing the road it can be difficult to see them.  

Is the local authority waiting for someone to be killed before they

act??   These irresponsible car owners need to receive fines for

parking on double yellow lines - why are they allowed to do this?

Chelmsford City Council are responsible for parking across Basildon,

Brentwood, Castle Point, Chelmsford, Maldon and Rochford.  

Please urge Resident Members to take a note of number plates and

report illegal parking online here:

(https://www.chelmsford.gov.uk/parking-and-travel/parking-

restrictions/report-a-parking-issue/)   Maybe if lots of people complain

something will eventually be done about it before there is an accident. 

Regards 

Jen 

Dear Jen,

Many thanks for your letter, I agree illegal parking has become a serious

problem in the high street. Our chair Andy Maddocks has already been in

touch with our Councillors and made them aware of this issue. I hope that

Residents will respond to your request and report illegal parking when they

see it - hopefully this affirmative action will yield some results! – Editor

Dear Editor,
We have recently had new LED streetlighting installed in our road and havenoticed that now the pool of light cast isquite different, and far more limited than the oldlighting, leaving large areas previously lit now incomplete darkness.  
While I understand the need for a move to moresustainable street lighting, I am concerned for thesafety of the people who live, walk and drive alongthe road. I wondered if other resents were havingthis problem?

Name supplied.

Dear Resident

Thank you for bringing this to our attention – progress hasits issues and I agree that we should welcome this newinitiative for the town which must save money in electricityand reduce our carbon footprint.  However we would beinterested to hear from any other residents who havenoticed this problem as then we would be able to put a caseforward to the council for problem areas to be looked at.  
Please email us at the Resident at resident@bdra.org withyour name and address and as much detail as possible(photos would be great) so the we can identify which areasare potentially a problem. – Editor

Dear Editor...

In 1935 a group of citizens,
concerned for the character
and future planning of

Billericay’s buildings and Green Belt countryside
formed the Billericay Society to protect the local
heritage buildings and countryside. You may not be
aware of it but some of the things you see every day
in the town are thanks to the Billericay Society.

• They erected and maintained
the four “Welcome to
Billericay” town signs on the
main cardinal roads into
town, starting in 1953 for the
Queen’s Coronation. 

• In 1960 Mrs Cater, president
of the Billericay Society,
opened the Cater Museum,
in memory of her husband,
who was interested in the
development of the town
along with Harry Richman
who wrote the book
“Billericay and its High
Street". The Society also
published the “Billericay
History Series” of five

interesting story of the
development of the town.
From the time it was drowned
by the river Thames passing
over with the Anglian Glacial
ice sheet, to Iron Age burial
remains, a Roman settlement,
the Chapel of Ease 1342, the
Peasants Revolt of 1381, and
the Pilgrim Fathers leaving in
1620, and much more. 

• In 1968 the Billericay Society
led a campaign with the help
of the Billericay Town Council
to have the land at Sun
Corner given a protected
status, and in 2012 for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee the
“Queen Elizabeth II Field was
designated a Fields-in-trust
and is protected in perpetuity
for the people of Billericay.

• In 1960 the Society issued a
map detailing the many
footpaths in and around
Billericay with information on
their location. In 2008 the
Society sponsored a more

detailed town map called
“Billericay circular walks”.
Since then the Town Council
have issued further walk
maps.

• The Society conducted
regular walking surveys,
on overgrown footpaths
that would have become
unusable, the s t i les  and
br idges  damaged and
dangerous. The Society
regular ly repor ted the
condition of footpaths to the
Public Rights of Way Officer. 

Whilst it is sad to see the
close of the Billericay Society,
I know you will join me in
saying a huge “Thank You” to
David and all the members of
the Billericay Society over the
years for their wonderful
achievements in the town
through their true care and
passion, I know I will think of
the them every time I now see
the town sign!

booklets on different aspects
of the town’s development.

• In the 1970s the Society
had the High Street made
an official Conservation
area, helping to preserve
all buildings of architectural
interest.

• The Soc ie ty  iden t i f ied
significant buildings in the
High street and identified
them wi th  numbered
plaques. The “Billericay Town
Trail’ is available from the
Parish Council.

• The Society started the "Town
Culture Walks” detailing the

After 86 years the Billericay Society’s Chairman, David Bremner
from 2004-2021 says goodbye as the Society closes
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Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

228512

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd
� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £60 + VAT

� Boiler Service from £55 + VAT

� Power Flushing from £265 + VAT

LOCAL PLASTERER
All aspects of interior plastering

Call Graeme
Mobile: 07930 364291

Tel: 01277 654086

For Olive Trees
www.olivetreesandmore.co.uk

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs

Floors, walls and bathrooms.  
For a good as new look –

grout revival and silicone renewal.

Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin
01277 655613 or 07749 710489

O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Reports & Surveys

Eco-friendly cleaning
and housekeeping

Regular cleaning

One off cleaning

Laundry

Bed making

Help with shopping

General household help

Ad hoc housekeeping

Our team of reliable and 
experienced housekeepers are fully
insured, DBS checked and trained to
clean effectively and efficiently using

eco-friendly products.

Our housekeepers work in teams of 
two or more for your security and 

peace of mind.

For a free, personalised quote, please 
call Amanda on 07470 904591 or email:
enquiries@serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

www.serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Serenity Housekeeping Ltd



Your Local Insurance Brokers – Combining Personal Service With Expert Advice 

Call us on 01277 652 255
E-mail info@hornerblakey.co.uk

www.hornerblakey.co.uk

Insurance Cover Including:
• Property Insurance

• Commercial Insurance
•  Motor Insurance
• House Insurance 

Sun House
150 High Street

Billericay
Essex 

CM12 9DF

Colchester 
Chelmsford 
Basildon

www.birkettlong.co.ukA
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This year we are 
celebrating our 
200th anniversary

ENQUIRY@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
WWW.BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK/200
#BLTWOHUNDRED
01268 244144

It’s not just about knowing the 
law, it’s also about the impact 
we have on our communities
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Parents involved in a relationship breakdown will
often have lots of questions to ask surrounding

the arrangements for their children, including how
to manage their day-to-day care, how to deal with
child maintenance and how much time they will
spend with each parent following a separation or
divorce.

One of the questions I am
often asked is, “Can I change
my child’s name following
separation?”

The answer to this question
depends on whether both
parents agree to the child’s
change of name or not.

If both parents have parental
responsibility for their child
and agree for their name to be
changed, then a Child Change
of Name Deed can be
prepared for them to sign to
give effect to the agreed
change of name. Once the

cannot be changed without
obtaining permission from the
court.  This involves a parent
applying to the Family Court for
an Order for the child’s name to
be changed. 

If you are a parent involved in a
separation or divorce and you
need advice on the issues
raised in this blog, please do

not hesitate to contact me.  I
offer a free of charge initial chat
to discuss these types of issues
and to explain how I can assist,
to include preparing a Child
Change of Name Deed if that is
agreed.  

For more information contact
shelley.cumbers@birkettlong
.co.uk.

Can I change my child’s name?  
by Shelley Cumbers, Birkettlong Solicitors

Change of Name Deed has
been signed, the Deed will act
as evidence of the child’s
name change and the parents
can then furnish the Deed to
any authority who may need to
be notified of the change of
name.

If a parent with parental
responsibility does not agree
for the child to be known by any
other name, then the child’s
name cannot be changed
unilaterally by the other parent. 

This is because unless both
parents agree, a child’s name

MONEY MATTERS
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F.A.Ingram

Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

All Aspects
Roofing

For all your roofing needs 
•

Established since 2001
•

Call for free advice and estimates

Telephone: 01277 724525
Mobile: 07973 344494

allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk
www.allaspectsroofing.org

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
y Free estimates and advice

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed

y Part P registered

For anything Electrical call Mick on 
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior Decorating
• Residential & Commercial

07930 603915
dave@millerdecorating.info

millerdecorating

 
 
 
 
 

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

0793
dave@mille

mille

 
 
 
 
 

Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior D
• Residential & Comm

30 603915

rdecorating
erdecorating.inf

 
 
 
 
 

Decorating
mercial

fo

We are a family run general building 
company who takes pride in our 
standard of work and we treat 
every home we work in as if it 
were our own.

Telephone 01277 610015 

E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders



“A funny old game” 
by Nicky Hayes Press officer BTFC

“Autumn Days are here” 
by Rosie Novis, Secretary Friends of Lake Meadows
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Autumn Days are upon us and although evenings may
be dark and temperatures chilly, there is still much to
enjoy at the park at this time of year. The leaves will

have turned by the time you read this. Look out for the two
spectacular Liquidamber or Sweet Gum trees at the
crossroads near to the Garden of the Child. A little further
down, near the end of the lake, the red oak and beech tree
are dressed in all their glory. Later the Swamp Cypress (the
small green tree in the photo) will also turn a lovely golden
colour. This tree is one of the few deciduous fir trees that
we have in the park, along with the nearby gingko biloba
and dawn redwood in the garden. 

Of course, amongst the other
visitors to the park, the grey
squirrels particularly feature in
the autumn months. Some years
there are few of them, but this
year there seems to be more than
usual, scampering about and
looking for acorns and other

things to eat, such as this one
enjoying a cupcake moment! 

There is lots for birds and other
creatures to eat too. Seed heads
of many plants, such as burdock,
provide seeds for bullfinches and
goldfinches, whilst late bees and

hoverflies enjoy the flowers of ivy
and winter box. There are lovely
red berries on the mountain ash
trees and guelder rose bushes,
and many of the garden shrubs,
such as cotoneasters too. 

Take  a  look  a t  our  webs i te  
www.lakemeadows.org.uk

Dulwich in South London is a strange club in that they get
incredibly high crowds despite a relative lack of success
on the field. True to form a record home attendance of
3,334 turned up watch their team dispose of bottom of
the table Billericay. As we should have expected, the new
manager syndrome had an immediate effect on our
players and we returned back to Essex with a 1-2 victory
which must have impressed our incoming new bosses.

The weird aspect of our first victory of the season was that it was pretty
much the same squad of players that previously had failed to conjure
up a win, but they played so stoically to register our first 3 points match
of the campaign.

At the time of writing this piece we followed up that victory at Dulwich
with a first home win of the season by defeating Slough Town seven
days later at New Lodge. So, maybe it's true that a change of manager
will reverse a team's fortunes. The feel good factor around the club has
obviously been lifted, with our season finally kickstarting into life and
hopefully results will continue to improve as we progress our National
League South endeavours. The crowds at matches will we trust
continue to grow steadily as we get back on track so to say.

BILLERICAY TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB 

Afavourite saying from the late, great Jimmy Greaves
was that "Football is a funny old game". Well in the
last couple of weeks that famous old quote from

Greavsie has certainly had a ring of truth to it around
Billericay Town FC.

After a very indifferent start to the season, which included no wins in the
league after six matches and being knocked out of the FA Cup on a
rainy day at Havant & Waterlooville, the owners of the club decided to
part company with our management team of Kevin Watson and his
assistant Mark Hughes.

Whenever teams are under new management there is always an air of
uncertainty amongst players and fans alike. Nobody really knows if the
change will spark a reversal in fortunes or not. Whenever we have
played teams with a new face at the helm they always seem to be
inspired to impress their new bosses.

So we headed to Dulwich Hamlet under the temporary control of our
caretaker manager Dan Brown, one of our coaches, plus his assistant
Ashley Goss. Dulwich were having a very good season so our
expectations, to be honest, weren't high but our appointed new
permanent manager Jody Brown was due to commence his new role
two days after the match.

where you will find lots of new
information about the trees and
wildlife. And while you are there,
think about joining the Friends of
Lake Meadows as a member. You
will hear the latest news about the
park, as well as supporting all the
work that our volunteers do to
keep the park looking beautiful.

Photo by 
Carlton Hardwick 

Photo by 
Sarah Clapton
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WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing 
(Residential/Commercial)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law

Family Law 
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients

(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
 Notary Public now available!

100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
    Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596

e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

Purple Parrot 
Wedding Cake Company

Polly Stratton
Wedding Cake designer &

t: 07721 614579
e: polly.stratton1@icloud.com

Stunning cakes for stunning brides

THE COACH & HORSESTHE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU  01277 622873

The Home of Quality Real Ale 
& Traditional Pub Food
� � � � �

BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!

Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
� � � � �

Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org
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Initially we operated in the east end of
London (North Woolwich, East Ham and

Silvertown) and these offices were run firstly
by our Great Great Grandfather Samuel J
Farrer, then by our Great Grandfather Albert
E Farrer.  

Frank E Farrer, our grandfather, looked after the business
during the war years and brought it to Billericay, together
with his son Alan E Farrer, just after the Second World War.
Firstly, working with S J Leeds who were carpenters and
coffin makers (and lineal descendants of J W Waylett, in
Chapel Street) and then purchasing 33 High Street,
Billericay in 1953.

Grandfather ran the business together with our grandmother, Alice, and our father until
1980 when he retired due to ill health aged 77.  Dad then looked after the business,
together with our mum Betty until 2002 when he retired (although he still pops to check
on us) So, it is now ourselves, the 5th Generation, John Farrer, Roy Farrer and his wife
Toni who are currently running the offices.

In 2006, we opened a new funeral home in Shenfield high street, after many years of

conducting funeral services in that area from our Billericay
premises. In 2017, sadly our sister Janet Farrer passed
away, but in the same year we also welcomed the 6th
Generation of the Farrer family into the company, Becca
Farrer, Matthew Farrer and Sam Farrer.

We are proud to be members of the “Society of allied and
Independent Funeral Directors”, the only professional
organisation in the U.K exclusively dedicated to serving the
local independent funeral directors and their community. As
an independent family funeral directors, we are committed
to upholding the standards and service expected by the
families we serve. Our Modern Jaguar Fleet combines
sophistication and elegance with quality British engineering,

our Classic Rolls Royce Silver Spirit Hearse has been in our service for many years and
our Traditional Daimler hearse has been in our possession from new in the 1980’s.

A E & J E Farrer Monumental Masons is the memorial division of the business and has
provided new memorials, additional inscriptions and renovation work throughout the
area for over 70 years and in London since first established in 1860. We can advise on
rules and regulations required by specific local cemeteries or churchyards and part of
our service has always been to obtain the necessary permission on the family’s behalf.

F.E Farrer – Funeral Directors – Est.1860
by Roy Farrer 

This months’ Local Business in the spot light is F.E Farrer who have been in the funeral profession since 1860

The Chair Andy Maddocks welcomed
everybody to the 95th AGM of the
Billericay District Residents’
Association, which due to Lockdown.
was not possible in 2020.

1. Committee Changes
• Amanda Deacon has agreed to take

over the role of Editor. 
• Viv Burling has recently taken up the

role of Executive Secretary. 
• Michael Yates has taken over the

role as Webmaster
• Peter Bowditch has also joined the

Executive Committee

2. Accounts & Members
Subscriptions – Peter Sharp –
Treasurer
2019 was a very good financial year for
the association, with a net surplus of
£6,241 and year end reserves of
£45,433. 2020 was a different story due

to the effects of the pandemic. Due to
only being able to publish four
magazines, collect half the normal level
of subscriptions, and very few coach
trips, a deficit of £569 resulted.
Disruption has continued in 2021, but
we hope and expect to return to healthy
surpluses from 2022, and with reserves
in excess of £40,000 there is no great
cause for concern.

A decision was taken by the Executive
Committee to suspend the collection of
members’ subscriptions. We have now
recommenced collections from July, but
we are only asking members who didn’t
pay in 2020 to pay this year.

3. The Town Plan – Mike Andrews
– Vice Chair
There  have  been  no  pub l ic
announcements from Basildon Council
relating to the draft Local Plan, but we
suspect that deliberations between the
proposed developers and the council
have continued. We have met with the
Leader of Basildon Council and other
Councillors to continue to explain our
objections to the Plan and also those of
the residents.

The next formal stage, the Examination
in Public held by the Governments
Planning Inspector, has been delayed
and is unlikely to take place until mid
2022. The Inspector has requested
Basildon Council to hold another Public
Consultation on new evidence. Whilst
the scope of the consultation is currently
unknown we are hopeful that some

aspects of the Plan as it applies to
Billericay will be included and we
encourage all residents of the town to
get involved and respond. The BDRA
will be providing all the help we can to
assist residents of Billericay.

4. Speedwatch Initiaitve
Whilst we had to suspend Speedwatch,
we tried, unsuccessfully, to obtain more
detailed information from the earlier data
provided. We feel that feedback from
information sent and the action
subsequently taken is important and
therefore we will be withdrawing from
the scheme due to this lack of feedback.

5. Barrenleys Wood
The situation in Barrenleys Wood where
6 acres of Ancient Woodland was
destroyed by the illegal dumping of over
50,000 tons of rubble has resulted
in only partial success. Through
persistence by Al Daw, the Planning
Inspector made his decision that some
of the rubble and the caravans must go
within 8 months.We continue to monitor
and comment on planning applications
to ensure that they are right for the
District. 

6. Other Events
We have also continued to support
events for the benefit of the people of the
Town providing funds to sponsor the
Summerfest and the Christmas Lights to
name but a few.

7. Coach Trips
Yvonne and Kathleen have been unable

Highlights of the BDRA 95th Annual General Meeting
by Andy Maddocks – Chair

to provide any coach trips during the
year, but they are busy working on
possible ideas and have now come up
with 2 coach trips in December 2021
and February 2022.

8. Area Committees
We previously had two Area
Committees – East and West. Whilst
East has thrived with a strong
membership, West has unfortunately
struggled to attract members to be
involved in the monthly meetings. It is
therefore with regret that a decision was
recently taken to merge the two Areas
into one, forming a Joint Areas
Committee (JAC).  This will ensure
that both areas will be equally served.
I would urge you to contact the
Chair/Secretary.

The survival of the BDRA depends on
residents coming forward willing to
be involved in the organisation at
whatever level they feel comfortable. It
is very important that we have people
to fill the major roles on the Executive
Committee, so please do consider
volunteering, details can always be
found in the magazine each month. We
also have a vacancy for an additional
Area Secretary for East Area.

The Chair expressed his personal
thanks to all the volunteers that have
continued to put in so much work to
represent the residents of Billericay
during 2021 and which he knows will
continue in the coming year.



Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to 

remain living in it independently for longer  

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages 
or credit cards  

• Providing financial assistance to your children 
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can 

affect your eligibility for means tested benefits 
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Equity Release Specialist 
Offering a whole of market service to  

homeowners over the age of 55+

Funeral Directors
and Monumental
Stone Masons

Known for excellence, 
trusted for value

Brentwood Office :
Call 01277 887550 ( 24 hrs )
Billericay Office :
Call 01277 886933 ( 24 hrs )
www.bennettsfunerals.co.uk
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Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will 

Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973     Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk

Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

Reg Charity Number: 289466
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New Members Wanted 
Do you know anyone who would like to join the BDRA and also receive the Resident for only £3 per year? They will
receive 10 issues per year and keep up to date with residents issues, events, useful info coach trips and much more.

Please email us at resident@bdra.org
This way we can represent as many of Billericay Residents as possible

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the
Resident magazine. The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.

We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

Billericay District Residents’ Association COACH TRIPS
���������������������

Please note that all payments should be made as soon as possible and sent to the person named on the trip 
advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.

Departure points for all trips: 
GG – Gooseberry Green, bus stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching Stock Road, LR – Laindon Road, bus

stop between Sun Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus stop to Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

MONDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2021 – CRUISING INTO CHRISTMAS, INCLUDING BLUE BADGE GUIDE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AND FISH & CHIP SUPPER
We arrive at Royal Greenwich at 1.00pm to enjoy an afternoon of Christmas shopping in the covered market & boutique style of shops with time to visit the National
Maritime Museum & the Queen’s House (both are free entry).

FULL – PLEASE PAY NOW
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

WEDNESDAY 23RD FEBRUARY 2022 – AN INVITATION TO VIEW HOVERTON HALL, NORFOLK, INCLUDED IS A SNOWDROP WALK AND LIGHT LUNCH

TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE 
For members who haven’t joined us, an Invitation to experience this trip and what you have to look forward to, going behind the closed doors of “stately” home Hoverton
Hall. The owner will be our tour guide to explain the history of the house. The Hall is a fine Regency House c.1810 whose design is attributed to Humphrey Repton and
his son John Adey. Built by Christobella Burroughes and her husband James and owned by the Buxton family since 1946, handed down through the generations. 
In 2013, it was passed  to Harry and Rachel Buxton and their four children. Included in our visit is a snowdrop tour, so please wear appropriate footwear & clothes.
I think you will find this lunch is more than light, which comprises of homemade sandwiches, homemade hot sausage plait, cakes plus tea and coffee.
Cost: Coach, Snowdrop Walk, Guided Tour Of House and Light Lunch £40.00
Depart: GG 8.30am OA 8.35am LR 8.45am SG 8.50am. Back in Billericay approximately 6.00pm.  
Please telephone to book after 9.00am Sunday 17th October
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, Essex. CM4 9PW. Telephone 01277 840560.
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

For your information our coach organisers Kathleen and Yvonne have a mobile for use on the day of a trip only.  The number is 07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.
If concession prices are quoted (i.e. seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made
to resell your seats, however if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org 

We are pleased to be back with two interesting Trips and are working on the programme for 2022 
Best wishes. Yvonne & Kathleen



Photofold Camera Club
If you’re thinking of
joining a photographic
club why not give us a
try.  You can attend

meetings for just £3 a night during
September commitment free, then to join,
the cost is £55 less any fees already paid.
We are at our new venue at the Chantry
Centre, Chantry Way, on Tuesdays
8.00pm-10.00pm, doors open at 7.30pm.
Free parking in the public car park behind
Iceland. Info at www.photofold.org.uk

Lions Club of Billericay
Would you like to have
fun whilst helping others
and raising money for
deserving causes?
Billericay Lions have been

working within the community for over 40
years helping local charities. Come along
and meet the members.

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Sat 20th November
CHRISTMAS SALE
Billericay Reading
Rooms – 11.00am-

2.00pm. Good saleable items, homemade
cakes & preserves, china, jewellery,
books, bric a brac.  All at bargain prices.
https://www.remussanctuary.org/eve
nts/christmas-sale-2/

Billericay United 
Reformed Church

Billericay
U n i t e d
Reformed
Church is

holding a Festive Fayre on Saturday
20th November from 11.30am to
2.30pm in the Mayflower Hall, Chapel
Street. Please come along and celebrate
this special day with us. You can come for
lunch or stop for a coffee and a cake. Also
there will be artisan stalls to browse round.

Rotary
5th December CHRISTMAS
MARKET. Interested in
joining Rotary. Call or e-mail
Peter Strong (Membership
Chair) 01277 654501. 

membership@billericayrotary.org

An event listing must have the following details: Date, Time, Location, Contact person’s telephone number, email and can have website. Priority is given to Billericay and District events. 
Groups programme details are encouraged. It is the responsibility of the group to send in changes and renew annually. 

Events

To advertise your event 
here please email
resident@bdra.org   

• • • • •
Deadline is 

10th November 
for events between 

10th December 2021
and 

9th February 2022

BDRA Area Committee 
Meetings

All members welcome to
attend. If you would like to
raise an issue or are
interested in local matters
and want to discuss contact
us on resident@bdra.org

Next meeting is at 7.30pm at the Reading
Rooms on Thursday 18th November. 

Billericay Horticultural 
Society

We now meet in the new
Chantry Centre from 8.00 -
10.00pm. Visitors are always
welcome £2.  Refreshments
available. Monday 15th
November – AGM  Email:
43trouble@gmail.com 

‘Gone Too Soon’
Bereavement support
group for Parents who
have lost a Son or
Daughter, in any circumstances, if recent
or a while ago.  Monthly meetings are held
in a warm and friendly environment at The
Chantry Centre, Chantry Way, on the third
Monday of each month starting at 7pm
Next meeting is Monday 15th
November. Contact Lyn on 07387
805406. 
l y n - c u r r i e @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k ,
www.gone-too-soon.online

Billericay 
Archeological 
and Historical Society

Meetings are held at The
Fold, Billericay Arts
Association, Laindon Road,
at 8.00pm on the second

Monday of the month. Non-members
£2.00, raffle £1, refreshments 50p per
person at the interval.

Billericay W.I. meets at the WI
hall, St. Edith’s Lane at 2.00pm on the 1st
and 3rd Wednesday of each month.
Wednesday November 17th there will
be ‘Treasures Beneath Your Feet’ Contact
01277 624255.

South Green W.I. Next meeting
Thursday 18th November at 7.45pm.
New members are welcome for talks, fun,
friendship, crafts and outings. South
Green Memorial Hall, Southend Rd.
Contact 01277 652739 for more details.

Little Burstead W.I. is open
to new lady members irrespective of
religion or age or physical disabilities for
fellowship and mutual interest. We are a
friendly group of ladies and enjoy
meetings, outings, cream teas and
celebration meals. We meet once a month,
12 months of the year the second
Thursday of the month from 2.00pm -
4.00pm at Little Burstead Village Hall,
London Common Rd. Contact 01268
491396 and quote WI.

Billericay Arts 
Association at the Fold

The Billericay Arts
Association at the Fold
will be re-opening from
September as we will
be up-dating our website

as soon as classes and Tutors are
confirmed.

Billericay WEA

We are now online.with tutor Margaret
Mills with a new series –“the Work of Jane
Austen
21st November Pride and Prejudice
10.00am-12.00pm. Fee £6.40 (Ref
C2228499)

5th December Mansfield Park 10.00am-
12.00pm. Fee £6.40 (Ref C2228499)
The full course content, payment details
and further sessions can be found by
contacting enrolonline.wea.org.uk or
phone 0300 303 3464 or  contac t
the  loca l  B i l l e r i cay  Branch  on
Billericay.branch@wea.ac.uk

Photographic competition. More details
regarding the rules and the entry form will
be added to the website in due course but
in the meantime if you see that amazing
scene, object or situation shoot it now.
www.lakemeadows.org.uk

Billericay parkrun 
Every Saturday 8.45am at Lake Meadows.
parkrun provides a free, timed, 5k run, jog
or walk for all standards from 4 yrs+ . A
great family and community event in lovely
surroundings. 
Visit: www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay
or visit our Facebook page.

Junior parkrun
Every Sunday 8:45am
at Lake Meadows.
junior parkrun is a
fun, free, timed 2k

run/jog/walk for 4-14 year olds. It is a run
not a race, completely organised by local
volunteers with a fully marshalled route.
All the children need to join in is a printed
parkrun barcode, available for free from
the parkrun website. Visit:
www.parkrun.org.uk/lakemeadows-
juniors or the Lake Meadows junior
parkrun Facebook page for more
information.

Billericay Town 
Walking Football 
Football for the over 50s. We

train at Billericay Town on Mondays
8.00pm - 9.30pm and Thursdays
10.00am-12.00pm - £5 per session. It’s a
great way to stay fit, meet new people and
enjoy the great game. For the competitive,
we have entered teams in the Essex
Walking Football League at o50s, o60s
and o65s. For more information, email Bill
at btfcwf@gmail.com or pop along one
week to have a look.

Twins Club  is back for babies and pre
school toddlers from Monday 20th
September and every Monday in term
time at Christ Church Hall, Perry St,
Billericay from 10.30am-12.00pm. £4.50
per family includes coffee for parents and
snack time for children. A fun nursery
group for babies and pre-school twins and
multiples (siblings welcome). Contact
www.billericaytwins.co.uk

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association.   Chair: Andy Maddocks.   Editor: Amanda Deacon.   Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT.  Telephone: 01277 658090.  Email printing@acorspress.co.uk

BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

“Help us to help you”

The Events page is dedicated to the charities, clubs and
societies that are “Not for profit” and exist purely for the
residents for the town, however if you are a preschool or school

having fund raiser of any type we would also be happy to advertise
your event here.




