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News from the AGM
T

hose of you who came to the AGM in May will have heard about a very busy
and active year in the life of the Association. The use of funds to engage
experts to challenge an unsound Local Plan. Funds which had been earmarked
for such a use many years ago and we are pleased of the wisdom of that decision
as they have been used to strengthen the voice of the BDRA and its members.
2019 and 2020 are and will be
significant years in the life of the
town. It is a time for us to take
our courage in our own hands
and take action. Mike Andrews
outlined a plan which everyone
of you could be part of.

Whatever happens at the
Examination in Public one
thing is certain residents of
Billericay will have a decade
of disruption however many
houses eventually get
approval.
It is also certain that
developers and builders will
not be concerned about the
impact their activities have on
residents. Even if conditions
are set as part of the formal
planning approval process
we are concerned that scant
attention will be paid to these
as the developers and
builders will be confident from
experience that they will
not be under scrutiny from
Council officials.
We therefore propose to
set up our own residents
monitoring groups.
No previous experience will
be necessary, just enthusiasm
and a passion for our
community.
Don’t leave it to others to
protect your interests.
Become part of the team by
sending your contact details
to resident@bdra.org or
talk to one of our Committee
members.

Billericay and the
Mayflower
Connection
Julian Whybra’s research on
Christopher Martin, a merchant

and property developer in
Billericay in the late 1500s and
early 1600s resulted in a brilliant
exposition of a man, though
flawed in many ways, who
was both entrepreneurial and
courageous in a time of unrest at
the beginning of what went on to
be a very troubled century. He
and his small family group sailed
on the Mayflower.
The Mayflower’s passengers
were made up of a group of
religious separatists and a group
of people who had responded to
the Merchant Adventurers who
had received a patent from the
King to encourage people to
set up a colony in America.
Christopher Martin belonged to
the second group and had the
elevated position of Governor of
the Voyage and victualler given
to him by the Merchant
Adventurers.
Christopher Martin, his wife Mary
Prower, his stepson and servant,
John Langmore were one of
many small family groups who
set out on an adventure. It is true

that they did not survive the first
winter of 1621 however they were
part of the foundation of the great
colonial venture in New England.
Also I must mention that to
Julian’s delight there was a
descendant of Miles Standish,
one of the Pilgrim Fathers, at
the AGM. I know Julian would
love to hear from you again
and you can make contact
through the BDRA channels. i.e.
resident@bdra.org or 01277
632390.
From July to September 2020
there will be a number of events
to commemorate this significant
time in history and our
connection to it. Julian’s book
Billericay People will be
published later this year and
copies available in the Cater
Museum and from Julian. BDRA
and a number of organisations
are planning for the year. If there
is any other group or organisation
who has not yet said they are
interested please get in touch via
resident@bdra.org and I will
forward details.
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CAN YOU HELP?
We need two road reps
Round 1
• 5 house Westbourne Gardens
• 2 houses Trafalgar Way
Round 2
• 4 Houses Burleigh Close
• 6 houses Marlowe Close
• 17 houses Walsingham Way

Please contact Paul Farrow on
01277 625126 if you can help.

Visit the BDRA Website at: www.bdra.org

Something for Beer Lovers
A
trip to the Billericay
Brewing Company is
a great way to spend
an afternoon or an evening.
With a quirky interior, it has a
relaxing but fun atmosphere,
and is the ideal place for
beer lovers to try something
new. If beer isn’t your thing,
there are also ciders, gins
and soft drinks on offer too.

As well as being a brewery, the
‘BBC’ is also a micropub and a
beer shop, where you can try, buy
and take home beers brewed on
site or from other breweries across
Essex. For those interested in
learning more about the brewing
process, you can book on to a
brewery tour and tasting session,
available every second and last
Saturday of the month. There is
also a monthly pub quiz, and the
dates for this can be found on the
Company’s website and social
media pages.
I visited the Billericay Brewing
Company’s March Spring Beer

Festival and was greatly
impressed by the variety of beers
on offer. There were over twenty
beers available from both the
Billericay Brewery and other local
breweries, plus locally produced
wines, ciders and perries. The
staff were extremely helpful in
recommending different beers to
try, and I was able to taste
anything before buying. All the
beers have a local twist to their
names, such as the Billericay
Dickie named after the famous Ian
Drury song, and Norsey Gold,
after our local Norsey Woods. The
first beer that I sampled was the
Workhouse IPA, a collaborative
beer with Brentwood Brewing,
which has a light, hoppy and
refreshing feel. With similar
flavours to the Workhouse IPA, the
second beer I tried was the
Mayflower Pale Ale, a weaker
version of the Brewing Company’s
first beer, the Mayflower Gold. At
7.5%, however, the Mayflower
Gold isn’t as strong as Woody’s
Legacy, which is a strong stout at
9.5% and only served in a third or

half a pint. If you fancy trying
something a bit different, I’d
recommend the Billericay Barista,
which is a porter with strong
coffee undertones.
The spring beer festival was a
great way to try a range of beers
in a welcoming environment,
however, don’t worry if you

missed it; the summer beer
festival is set for July. Please
take a look at their website for
more information:
http://billericaybrewing.co.uk/,
or call 01277 500121 or visit them
when you go to the Summerfest
on Sunday 7th July

Emma Hookway

THE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU
01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
Reg Charity Number: 289466

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will
Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973 Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk
Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com
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夝夝夝夝夝
BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!
Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
夝夝夝夝夝
Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm
6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

The Cater Museum Billericay
Saturday July 6th 10.00am-7.00pm
The Cater Museum's final

World War One Exhibition
in partnership with the Essex branch of the
Western Front Association and the
10th Essex Living History Group, will be held at
the museum (74 High Street), the Reading Rooms
and St Mary Magdalen Church.

Mayflower
Rotary’s
SummerFest 2019

There will be two guided walks of the High Street
on the day.

Billericay Mayflower Rotary’s Summerfest 2019
is a free family event at Sun Corner, Billericay:
entertainment, food and drink, charity stalls,
kiddies’ funfair, and much more besides.
And a new feature this year will be a penalty
competition involving Billericay Town FC.

More details will be available on our website
www.catermuseum.co.uk
and on social media.

Once again, we are aiming to create a truly
summer festival atmosphere for you, your family
and friends.
So, the date for your summer diary is –
Sunday, July 7th, 11.00am-5.00pm at
Sun Corner, Billericay, CM12 9LN.

See you there!

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Events
BDRA Area Committee
Meetings
All members welcome to
attend. If you would like to
raise an issue or are
interested in local matters
and want to get involved we
would love to see you. Next
meeting dates will be at
7.30pm on Wednesday
19th June for East/Burstead and Thursday
27th June for West.
If you would like to come along or have an issue
to discuss please contact us at resident@bdra.org

Basildon Council
Crunch Times
Mobile tip for household
waste.
Saturday 22nd June – 9.00am-12.00pm Little
Burstead Car Park.
Saturday 6th July – 9.00am-12.00pm Carvers
Wood, Billericay.
Contact www.basildon.gov.uk/crunch

‘Gone Too Soon’
Bereavement Support
Group for parents who
have lost a Son or
Daughter. Meetings are
held 3rd Monday of the
month at Reid’s, 66-68
Laindon Rd, 7.00pm-9.00pm. Next Meeting is on
Monday 17th June. Free parking available.
Visit www.gonetoosoon.online

Hutton Bridge Club
Learn to play Bridge! Lessons
ever y Monday morning at
the Hutton Community Centre.
Contact Tony on 07957 406088.

Billericay Horticultural
Society
Meets in St Mary Magdalen
Church, High St on the 3rd
Monday of every month at
8.00pm. Entry is £1 for members
and £2 for visitors. Monday
17th June – “Summer Gardens
– how to prolong interest” with
Charlotte Power.

Billericay Archeological and
Historical Society
Billericay WI
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed of the month at 2.00pm in
the WI Hall, St Ediths Lane. Wednesday 5th
June – “The Hazards of Managing a Charity
Shop” with Pauline Obee, Wednesday 19th
June Mentoring Offenders with Kayla Conley and
Wednesday 3rd July Guide Dogs for the Blind
with Brenda Weaver.

Meetings are held at The Fold,
Billericay Arts Association,
Laindon Road, at 8.00pm.
Monday 10th June –
“Mesolithic Archaeology” with
Maria Medlecott and Monday 8th July “New
York New York” with Ann Hardy.

Billericay Society
Meetings are held in the Fold
Billericay Arts Association,
Laindon Road 01277 659286.
Wednesday 19th June –
“Living with Partial Vision” with

Buttsbury WI
Meets on 2nd Tuesday of the month at Canon
Roche Hall 8.00pm-10.00pm.
New members welcome, for details contact Sue
Hunt on 01268 761265.

South Green WI
Meet on 3rd Thursday of the month 7.45pm10.00pm at South Green Memorial Hall.
New members welcome contact Doreen Gazzard
on 01277 652739.

Billericay Floral
Arrangment Group
Meet at 8.00pm in the WI Hall in St
Edith’s Lane, Billericay. Wednesday
3rd July – “And the Winner is…”
with Wendy Munnion.

Greenway Ramblers

Norsey Wood Society

Meets 10.00am every
Tuesday (5-6 miles) and
Sunday (longer walks of
10+ miles with a break for
lunch). Walks commence
at different venues (Pub
or Recreation Ground car park) details can be
found in the current Walks Programme. New
members welcome. Contact Joe Lawton on 01277
631119 or visit www.greenwayramblers.org.uk

Norsey Wood Society
will be holding our
next free open meeting
at 7.45pm on Monday
17 June in The Fold,
72 Laindon Road, Billericay (car park behind
Reid’s). Alan Shearring, late of Essex Wildlife
Trust, will present an illustrated talk titled, “Why
should you love Dragonflies?”
Email norseywoodsociety1977@gmail.com. Tel
Ken 01277 651125 or visit norseywoodsociety.uk

Billericay Parkrun
Every Saturday 8.45am at
Lake Meadows. Parkrun
provides a free, timed, 5k
run, jog or walk for all
standards from 4 yrs+. A
great family and community
event in lovely surroundings.
Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay or visit our
Facebook page.
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Ann Howell.

Brentwood Wine Society
Shenfield Parish Hall, every
2nd Tuesday of the month
from 8.00pm-10.00pm.
Experts present 8 wines to
taste each evening. Trial
evening for free.
Contact Steve on 07776 031747 or
stephen.hill33@btopenworld.com

The Unpackaged Pantry
The Unpackaged Pantry popup refill shop at The Reading
Rooms, High Street, on
Friday 14th June 9.30am12.30pm. Bring your own
containers to fill with our
loose, unpackaged store-cupboard foods such as
rice, pasta, cereals, nuts, seeds, dried fruits,
organic where possible, washing-up liquid, as
well as handmade eco-friendly goods like produce
bags, crochet face wipes, beeswax wraps etc.
See our Facebook page or contact us at
theunpackagedpantry@mail.com

Great Burstead Church
Church fete on Saturday 29th
June at 11.00am. Arena events,
stalls, BBQ, Refreshments,
Displays, Band, Dogs Grand Draw
& Steam Traction Engine. Free Parking.

Belvedere Jazz & Music Club
The Chichester Hotel, Old London
Road, Rawreth SS11 8UE.
Admission from £12.50 – Food
from 6.30pm. Wednesday 26th
June Derek Nash’s Sax Appeal – £15 8.0010.30pm. Wednesday 3rd July Kevin
Fitzsimmons (vocals) Quintet 8.00-10.30pm.
Wednesday 10th July ‘Hot Club de France’
with Australia’s George Washingmachine 8.0010.30pm. Wednesday 17th July Rhythm ‘n’
Blues with The Cosimo Matassa Project Sextet
8.00-10.30pm. Contact www.belvederejazz.co.uk
Email: belvederejazz@gmail.com. Telephone
07850 607075.

Billericay & Basildon
Scottish Dancers
Scottish Country Dancing offers
fun exercise in a friendly, sociable,
environment. Meets on Tuesdays
from 8.00pm-10.00pm in St Mary’s Church Hall,
The Triangle, High Road, Langdon Hills, Basildon,
SS16 6HB. Experienced or novice dancers
welcome. Tuition given. Come alone or with
someone. Bring flat shoes + soft drink. First night
free then £3.00 per night. For more information
telephone 01277 62370.

Billericay Folk
Dance Club
Meet every Tuesday 8.0010.00pm (except 2nd Tuesday
of the month) in the WI Hall in
St Ediths Lane. Refreshments included. You do
not need a partner. Contact Helen 01268 541059.

The Cater Museum
On Saturday 6th July from
10.00am-7.00pm, The Cater
Museum will be commemorating
the signing of the Treaty Of
Versailles and the Peace Day held
in Billericay in the summer of
1919, a great event in the town.
For further details visit www.catermuseum.co.uk
or visit the Cater Museum Facebook page.

Quakers
Invite you to experience the peace
and quiet of Quaker worship,
on Thursday 6th June 1.001.30pm (and first Thursday of each month, June
6th, July 4th) followed by refreshments and
conversation. Billericay Quaker Meeting House,
School Road, CM12 9LH. Tel 01277 840 312 or
contact billericayquakers@gmail.com

Wednesday summer evening 8 week courses and
Saturday one day courses. At Billericay Reading
Rooms. enrolonline.wea.org.uk or 0300 303 3464.

Cercle Français de
Basildon et Billericay
The Cercle Francais de Basildon
et Billericay meets selected
Fridays at The Fold at 8.00pm. Friday 14th June
(Battle of Verdun). Telephone 07986 293419
07986 293419. www.basildonfrenchcircle.org.uk

Single Essex Friends
A small self run and funding social
group for singles over 50, who are
single, divorced or widowed. It is
a friendly group where members
put on events which vary between
socials, meals out, theatre trips, short walks and
Christmas meal, Summer Ball etc. We meet
fortnightly in Billericay on Monday evenings and
if you would like further information contact
07922 415298.

The Billericay
Ladies Probus Club
Meets for lunch at 12.00 on the
second Monday of each month at
Mount Avenue Banqueting Suite, Hutton, CM13
2NS. Lunch is served followed by a speaker. We
also have coach trips, and coffee mornings.
New members are always welcome. Contact
stephanie4probus@gmail.com

Billericay Lions Ladies
Table Top Sale on Saturday
15th June at the Reading
Rooms, High Street, Billericay.
9.15am-12.15pm.
Sales tables, raffle, tombola,
and light refreshments. Charity of the year- Motor
Neurone Disease Association.

Basildon & Billericay U3A
Meets 4th Friday of the
month at the Canon
Roche Centre (behind
the Catholic Church)
Laindon Road, Billericay, 2.30-4.00pm. Members
free, Guests £2. Limited parking. Tel 07960
654707. Email Membershipu3a18@gmail.com or
visit http://u3asites.org.uk/bb

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Open day on Sunday 7th
July including a fun dog
show. Fun for the whole
family, with bouncy
castles, live performances
from children’s entertainer Magic Rich, live music
from Midnite Blu, delicious refreshments
including gluten-free sandwiches and homemade
cakes, lots of stalls including a tombola & raffle.

Billericay Beer Festival
The 9th Billericay Beer Festival
will take place at Hannakins
Farm Community Centre on
June 28th-30th 2019. Food
and soft drinks will be available
at all sessions with live music
on Saturday and Sunday. Entry is £3 on Friday
and Saturday and free on the Sunday, with a £2
refundable glass deposit.
More details including directions can be found at
www.billericaybeerfestival.co.uk

Billericay Community Choir
Songs from the West End Shows
on Saturday July 13th at
Billericay Baptist Church. Doors
open at 7.00pm. Performance
starts at 7.30pm. Entry is free with donations
going to the Motor Neurone Disease Association.

Billericay WEA
Course preenrolment
begins in June. Topics include: The Brontes on
Saturday 29th June, Scandals, Gt.Bardfield
Artists, British Railways, Settlers-American West,
The Romantic Poets, Brazil/films, Victoria’s
grandchildren. Wednesday afternoons and

To advertise
your event here
please email
resident@bdra.org
• • • • •
Deadline is
15th June for
events between
10th July and
9th September

MONEY
Unit Trusts

W

e have had several calls
regarding last month’s item
on income and risk.

would all have to “go broke”
before you lost your savings.
That raises some problems; have you got enough
money to invest in several companies, which ones
should you choose, when should you “buy and
sell” and what about all the paperwork, costs, tax
etc.?

Folk are naturally concerned about losing their
capital by investing in companies which “go
broke”, which is quite understandable. The
solution is “don’t have all your eggs in one
basket”.

The solution to this issue was resolved almost
100 years ago when an investment called a Unit
Trust was launched. Today there are thousands of
them in existence.

If you buy only one company’s shares and that
company goes bankrupt with no assets, then you
will have lost all your money. To avoid that
problem, invest in several companies so they

A Unit Trust works by combining lots of people’s
money in a fund. The fund is kept separate from
the company running the Trust so if they get into
financial trouble your investment is still yours.

M AT T E R S
With enough money to invest, the manager of
each Trust can afford to carry out research, do all
the “buying and selling” and invest in lots of
different companies. They are called Unit Trusts,
because the fund is divided into Units which you
can buy and sell quite easily.
Most Unit Trust managers invest in between 50
and 100 individual companies, and for you to lose
everything, all those companies must go into
bankruptcy with no assets.
As it tends to be larger companies that pay
dividends it would mean that virtually all the major
companies in the UK, which includes the banks,
supermarkets, energy companies etc. must go
bankrupt for that to happen; it’s simply not a
realistic scenario.

As I wrote last month, “UK “income” shares are
today exceedingly cheap and offering well over
3% p.a. income, with some producing 6% or
more. Companies that do well and increase their
dividends are those that everyone wants and
hence the value of their shares increases,
producing capital growth.
Company shares can fall in value and dividends
can reduce for many reasons, but by investing in
many different companies through Unit Trusts,
those risks are much reduced. You should
however always have a “safety net”.
IFAs develop portfolios investing in Unit Trusts
every day. Investing within an ISA account also
means both the income and any growth are taxfree. Speak to your Independent Financial Adviser.

Independent Financial Advice Centre
Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ
Authorised and Regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority

www.impartialadviser.com

Divorce myth: couples who live together without marrying
become common law spouses
he number of unmarried couples
living together has more than
doubled from 1.5 million in
1996 to 3.3 million in 2017. With
this comes the increasing need
for understanding rights and
responsibility.

T

How do I become a common law spouse?
Put simply, you don’t! The suggestion that a
couple’s relationship acquires some sort of legal
status because they have lived together for 6
months/2 years/5 years etc. is a complete myth.
The concepts of ‘common law husband’ or
‘common law wife’ don’t exist.
Can I call myself a ‘common law husband’

or ‘common law wife’?
Yes, obviously people can refer to their
relationship however they like, but the problem
comes when it is mistakenly thought that the
relationship gives rise to legal rights and
responsibilities.
What is the correct term instead of
‘common law spouse’ then?
Our law recognises married couples and, at the
moment, same sex couples who have entered into
a civil partnership. Every other couple is legally
defined as an ‘unmarried couple’.
As an unmarried couple, what are our
rights and responsibilities towards one
another?

Couples in unmarried relationships have no
claims against one another’s income, capital or
pensions. They can live in their partner’s house for
30 years and acquire no interest in it whatsoever.
They can give up work to raise a family and not be
entitled to any maintenance if the relationship
ends.
What about children?
Parents’ responsibilities towards their children are
an entirely different matter. Each cohabitating
partner will continue to maintain their legal rights
and responsibilities as a parent, such as ensuring
that a child’s financial needs are met. It is also
possible for one partner to bring a claim against
the other to satisfy children’s housing and other
capital needs in certain circumstances.

So what steps can we take to protect one
another?
It is possible to put protections in place if you
and your partner want to share rights and
responsibilities without going through a formal
marriage ceremony. We can advise not only on
this but also on the legal consequences of
relationship breakdown.
Why not contact us for a free initial discussion?

If you would like to set up an initial
conversation, then please contact
me at our Basildon office on
01268 824938 or alternatively
you can email me at
muntech.kaur@birkettlong.co.uk

we’re
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your side
s
Whether you
you need legal advice
advice for
for your
your business
business or your
your family,
family, we
we realise
realise that
that you
you
expect
e
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straightforward expertise
expertise from
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their area
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And what’s
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o
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y
you
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e tha
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e.
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It
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JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
01268 824924
www.birkettlong.co.uk
Basildon Chelmsford Colchester
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Noice
e
Authorised
by
Solicitors
Regulation
Authority
(No.
A
uthorised and regulated
regulated
db
y the Solicit
ors R
egulation A
uthority (N
No. 488404)

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

5

Our next event is ‘Name that
Tree!’ Do join us for a walk
around the park to identify
many of our wonderful trees.
Wednesday 26th June at
7.30pm. Booking is essential
on line or by phone.

Further information about our
organisation and these events
can be found on our website:
www.lakemeadows.org.uk
or ring 07843 860135
or email
secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk

big thank you to all those who participated in
The Great Lake Race, one of whom said it was
“An amazing family day!”. There were some
wonderful craft and some very creative names.
Unpredictable wind conditions meant that it was
anybody’s guess which bank would play host to the
winning boat!

A

Coming up next month, on
July 6th from 4.00pm, is Jazz
in the Park. Come and join us!
No tickets required. Bring a
picnic, relax and enjoy this
year’s musicians: Nimrod
Margalit with his band and
guest students, singer
Evangeline Brown and Heads
UP! a jazz quartet. Keep your
fingers crossed for fine
weather!

lake. We have retrieved them
and they are currently drying
out. A local businessman has
kindly offered to securely
reinstall them.

We expect that you have heard
of yet more vandalism in the
Garden of the Child. Some
deeply unpleasant individuals
saw fit to remove some
specially made mushroom
stools and throw them into the

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:

y Free estimates and advice

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed
y Part P registered

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

For anything Electrical call Mick on
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating
Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Reports & Surveys

Tel: 01277 653587 Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Committee Focus
Park & Ride
Consultation
If you use the park and ride
at Chelmsford you may feel
moved to respond to this
consultation. The proposal is
that they charge people with
bus passes i.e. concessions
£1.50. This may not seem
much however it goes against
the principle of bus pass use
terms and conditions. BDRA
feel it is important to make the
consultation widely known.
https://consultations.essex.go
v.uk/rci/park-and-ride-faresconsultation/

Did you know?
Cycle racks are provided on
Alma Link, the road that leads
to the Waitrose car park,
directly behind the Town
Council Office wall. These
racks have been there for the

past twenty years and were
renewed last year. There is
space for at least a dozen
bikes but they are not often
used. This was a question
raised so we thought we would
let interested people know.

Essex Police
Our latest Local Community
Meeting was held in Waitrose,
Billericay on 26th April,
which saw a number of local
residents in attendance and
we thank all those who could
attend for doing so. One of the
big concerns raised in this
meeting was the ever
contentious issue of parking,
what could be done about it
and by whom.
Whilst we appreciate
the inconvenience and
annoyance that some parked
vehicles may cause, we are

limited in our powers to deal
with the issues.
The council retain powers
over a large number of
parking offences. Naturally,
the police deal with moving
traffic offences (speeding,
insurance, etc.), however, the
police only take ownership
over such offences as:
dangerous parking, causing
an obstruction to the highway,
and failure to comply with
emergency police “no
parking” signs.
Parking on pavements
remains a complex issue,
with local byelaws making it
an offence only within London.
Unless the vehicle is causing
a wilful or unnecessary
obstruction to the highway, our
powers to deal with this are
limited. This would have to be
a clear obstruction whereby

“Help us to help you”

MAYFLOWER

no vehicles or persons can get
past at all. Leaving a vehicle
in a dangerous position is
much more difficult a criteria to
fulfil, and this must involve a
very clear danger of injury to
a person. Our next Coffee
with Cops event will be
held at Costa Coffee on
Billericay High Street on
30th June.

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs
We are a family run general building
company who takes pride in our
standard of work and we treat
every home we work in as if it
were our own.
Telephone 01277 610015
E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

Floors, walls and bathrooms.
For a good as new look –
grout revival and silicone renewal.
Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin

01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating
Paper stripping, Paper hanging,
Painting
References and
Portfolio Upon Request
Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates
and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

TOP TO BOTTOM ROOFING
Established Since 1976

Domestic & Commercial Roofi
Roofing
ng Services
Slate house signs made to
measure.
Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.
Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

• Slating & Tiling Specialists
• High/Low Level Pointing
• Chimney Renewals/Repairs
• Roof Lights/uPVC Roof Lining
CAL FOR
OR FREE
FRE ADVICE
ADVIC
VICE
E & ESTIMATES
ESTIMATE
TES
CALL

BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com

Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

www.foxpath.co.uk

F.A.Ingram
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Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery
Advanced City & Guilds qualified
From skirting to loft conversions
Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Woodland Creation & The Billericay Tree Wardens
In March there was a joint
venture between Essex
Wildlife Trust and the
Woodland Trust planted
c.360 tree and shrub “whips”
and 30 three foot high oak
trees on National Grid land
just west of Billericay. The
woodland is to be known as
“Cowbridge Woods”, the
name of a nearby farm.

This project complements an
adjacent extensive woodland
planting recently completed
by others. The Billericay
Tree Wardens (BTW) have
several tree planting
projects in the pipeline
ranging from fur ther
woodland creation to smaller
planting projects on the
green spaces within the town.
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A J Turner
Paving Specialist
WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Brick drives • Tarmacadam
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios
Turfing • Brick work • Fencing
For all your outside work call Jay on

Conveyancing

01277 375901 or 07887 523455

(Residential/Commercial)

Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

Personal Injury
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law
Family Law
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients
(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
Notary Public now available!
100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596
e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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S & D BANKS Ltd
• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires
• Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil
• Part P qualified

(All work guaranteed - fully insured)

Billericay 630236

Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

228512

夝 Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £65 incl.
夝 Boiler Service from £55 incl.
夝 Power Flushing from £285 incl.

APPROVED

email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com

www.sdbanksplumbing.com

25 years in the trade

F. E. FARRER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860
Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages
Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

TLC Bathrooms
Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants
Call us today for a FREE quote!

33 High Street

246 Hutton Road

Billericay

Shenfield

Steve Reader – based in Billericay

01277 622944

01277 216030

stevereader@aol.com www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

LOCAL PLASTERER

Computer Problems?

General Plastering
Artex back to smooth

Call Graeme
Mob: 07930 364291
Tel: 01277 654086

Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put
up with expensive call out charges.
Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat
Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk
garymander@gmail.com

No Call Out Charge!
Equity Release Specialist

516031

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to
remain living in it independently for longer

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages
or credit cards

BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS
POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838
James Birch 07786 321330
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Offering a whole of market service to
homeowners over the age of 55+

• Providing financial assistance to your children
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can
affect your eligibility for means tested benefits
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Billericay
, District
Residents Association
“Help us to help you”

BDRA Chairman’s
Report 2019
Key Notes

I

t has been an eventful and
interesting year in the life of
the BDRA.

I would like to firstly ask if anybody
would like to consider or knows of
somebody who would be interested in
the role of Deputy Editor of the
Magazine. I believe that the work that
Chris does in producing this excellent
publication is worthy of considerable
praise and I express my thanks on
behalf of all the recipients of the
Magazine. Additionally we are trying
to build up a “Reserve” list of
Volunteers who would be available to
deputise if we need to call on them if
required temporarily. I would also like
to express my appreciation to Hugh
Maguire who as the first line of the
chain ensures that each month the
bulk Magazines are delivered to the
next stage recipients.
The Merger with BAG has been
extremely beneficial and has brought
additional expertise to the
Association.
I am pleased to be able to update you
regarding Speedwatch. Mervyn
Wright and his team of some 20
Volunteers have now all been trained
and are now up and running, having
already operated on a number of
different roads.
Website we went live in September
and if you haven’t yet logged on,
please do and we would welcome
any thoughts/suggestions. I would
particularly like to express my thanks
to Chris Wade and Sarah Hawkes for
all the work that they have put in.
We would still welcome more
volunteers to become involved in
the East and West Area Committees
and would encourage all Members to
raise issues in their locality that
concern them directly with the

MAYFLOWER

Incorporating Billericay Action Group
respective Chairs, Eve Oliver and
Mervyn Wright.
We have during 2018 become
involved with the future of the
Billericay Pool, although at the
moment there is no clear plan as far
as we can see for the future. You will
have read in the Magazine the issue
with dumping at Barrenleys Wood and
thanks to Al Daw who is meticulously
following this. The parking situation
around Brightside School, particularly
with the commencement of the
building of additional classrooms has
resulted in BDRA Representatives
meeting with the Chair of Governors’,
Head Teacher and Councillor Hedley.
A great deal of Committee
members’ time has been taken up
with the Basildon Local Plan as it
affects Billericay.
We engaged the services of a Traffic
Management Consultant and Cheffins
who are Land and Property Advisers.
Working with our own experts in the
BAG Sub Committee they produced
detailed responses to Basildon
Council’s Regulation 19 Consultation
which were submitted on behalf of
the Association’s Billericay wide
membership. In addition the BAG
Sub Committee team, ably led by its
Chairman Mike Andrews, continued
to undertake its own work on the
Local Plan providing residents with up
to date information and advice
through its website and social media
outlets. BAG also submitted a
comprehensive response to the
Consultation and was instrumental in
encouraging residents throughout the
town to do likewise. I would also like
to mention the organisation and
planning work done by Sue
Woodland and her team who ensured
that every house in the whole of the
District received a leaflet regarding
the Basildon Plan as it affects
Billericay. Thank you and very well
done to you all.
On the 15th July 1620 Four Essex
Pilgrims left Billericay bound for
Plymouth USA

A number of Organisations in the
Town, including the BDRA are
looking to be involved in organising
a variety of events during 2020 to
celebrate the Town’s involvement in
this historic occasion. Look out for
the details in the Resident
We believe that it is important to
support events for the benefit of
people within Billericay and District.
With this in mind during the year we
funded the art work on the new Street
Pastors Mini Bus and sponsored the
Punch and Judy at both Summerfest
and the Christmas Market. We also
contributed to the Town Council’s
purchase of two WW1 Tommies and
the Christmas lights.
Peter Sharp our Treasurer has been
working with Gordon Shand to
produce a Data Base of BDRA
Members. We are hopeful that this will
be up and running during 2019.
Gordon has been responsible for most
of this work and undertaken it
voluntarily. We now need a
Membership Co-ordinator to take
over now it is complete. The full
benefits of the database and the
opportunities will only be realised if
there is someone in that position. I
would like to think that there is a
volunteer available and if anybody
would like to learn more please contact
me at chairman@bdra.org
The Coach Trips continue to remain
as popular as ever thanks to the
commitment of Yvonne and
Kathleen. They keep coming up with
new places to visit in addition to some
of the old favourites. Despite very
difficult weather on the first 3 day
holiday they organised to Yorkshire it
was a resounding success and they
arranged one in March 2019 to
Bournemouth (another resounding
success)
How do I see the year ahead? I would
like to see more Volunteers supporting
the Area Committees with a view in the
future to becoming part of the
Executive Committee? It would be
good if we could interest younger
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Members to become involved. The
BDRA is an organisation that has
always had at its heart the interest of
Billericay and District. There are issues
that will affect us all now and in the
future, which means that we do need
new people to become involved, if we
are to be truly an organisation that is
“By the People, For the People”.
If you feel that you would like to
contribute your services in any way
and become involved please do
contact me to discuss at
chairman@bdra.org
We also have the final stages in the
development of the Local Plan with the
Planning Inspector expected to make
a decision towards the end of the year
after the Examination in Public at which
both BDRA and BAG intend to be
represented.
We do not want to lose the impetus
gained from all the work already
carried out. The next stage will
require a different set of people who
don’t need to be conversant with the
intricacies of planning. A different
set of skills are required, which
quite simple is primarily individuals
with the desire to get involved in
whatever capacity and time
commitment they have available,
that will help and support the BDRA.
I would like to express my thanks to
all the Volunteers that have put in so
much work to represent the people of
Billericay. The Basildon Local Plan
has taken up a great deal of
people’s time, the outcome from
which we won’t know for some
months. Mike Andrews and his team
have worked tirelessly to respond to
Basildon Council’s Plan proposals
and to inform residents on its
progress. Likewise ExCo and Area
Committees, the Road Reps who
deliver the Magazine and everybody
connected to the Association I extend
my personal thanks for all that you
have done during 2018 and I know
will continue to do so in the coming
year.

Andy Maddocks

11

Billericay District Residents’ Association
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝 COACH TRIPS
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝
Please note that all payments should be made as soon as
possible and sent to the person named on the trip
advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA
and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.
Departure points for all trips: GG – Gooseberry Green, bus
stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching
Stock Road, LR – Laindon Road, bus stop between Sun
Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus
stop to Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

NEW COACH HOLIDAY FOR 2020 • NEW COACH HOLIDAY FOR 2020
BOOK EARLY FOR THIS FABULOUS HOLIDAY!
BABBACOMBE HOTEL, BABBACOMBE – DEVON – 23RD TO 30TH MARCH
2020 – 8 DAYS
This recently refurbished hotel is located overlooking the sea on the Babbacombe
Downs. The cliff railway down to Oddicombe beach is one minute away and there is
easy access to Torquay and the surrounding areas. It has a spacious lounge and bar
both with stunning views. All rooms have en suites, television, tea and coffee making
facilities and WiFi. There is a lift and ground floor disabled wet rooms are available.
There are 14 single rooms available with no supplement.
Included is Full English breakfast and three course evening meal with tea and coffee.
Entertainment every night except Wednesday when an OPTIONAL trip to
Babbacombe Theatre can be arranged.
3.5 Days of excursions.
Usual pick up points and times to be arranged

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

This trip was booked to accommodate the large waiting list from the April trip.
The people on the list will have been contacted already and here are details of
costs, times and lunch.
There will be a 3 course lunch with coffee and tea at Balls Brothers in the city. After
lunch we will return home.
Cost: £44.50
Depart: GG 8.00am. OA 8.05.am. LR 8.15 am. SG 8.025am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.00pm.

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

SOME SEATS STILL AVAILABLE

Please telephone to book after 9am on Tuesday 11th June

夝

FULL

SATURDAY 10TH AUGUST – BRIGHTON WITH CREAM TEA AND OPTIONAL
PAVILION TOUR

NEW

Cost: £355.00 Deposit £40.00 Optional insurance £16.50

MONDAY 29TH JULY – GUIDED TOUR OF THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
FOLLOWED BY A THREE COURSE LUNCH

夝

夝

Brighton is one of the most famous of all seaside resorts and caters for everyone with
its Royal Pavilion, marina, promenade, pier and famous lanes. Enjoy a tour round the
Pavilion with an audio guide and cream tea or just explore Brighton and finish the day
off with a cream tea.
Cost: Coach, Pavilion tour and cream tea £35.00 or Coach and cream tea £20.50
Depart: GG 8.00am OA 8.05am LR 8.15am SG 8.20am Back in Billericay
approximately 7.30pm
Please telephone to book after 9.00am

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342

TH

SUNDAY 16 JUNE – HIDDEN GARDENS OF BURY
Yvonne and Kathleen are looking forward to seeing you on the day. Here is a reminder
of the pick up times. Emergency mobile for use on the day only is 07518 122647.
Please put it in your contacts.

夝

Depart: GG 8.30am. OA 8.35am. LR 8.45am. SG 8.50am. Back in Billericay
approximately 7.00pm.

Our coach takes us through the Kent countryside to the very attractive small market
town of Tenterden. Much of the town retains it’s character with weather board
buildings, a beautiful High Street with a tree lined avenue and greens. There are an
abundance of historic buildings including a fabulous 11th century church, with plenty
of independent shops & small cafes. We leave the town to join England’s finest rural
light railway, where we will enjoy our nostalgia trip weaving between Tenterden &
Bodiam, enabling us to experience travel & service from a bygone age whilst enjoying
our Ham & Cheese Ploughman’s lunch, with tea/coffee.
Cost: Coach, Railway ticket & Ploughman’s Lunch £39.50
Depart: GG 8.00am. OA 8.05am. LR 8.15am. SG 8.20am.
Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Wednesday 12th June

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝
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SATURDAY 6TH JULY – KING'S LYNN AND SANDRINGHAM HOUSE,
MUSEUM AND GARDENS
Hoping to take two coaches so contact Yvonne if you are interested.
We head to King's Lynn The town's heritage is reflected in an amazing array of
historic buildings and two magnificent market places
On leaving King's Lynn we make our way to Sandringham House where you have
access to the House, Museum and Gardens.
The Parish Church of St. Mary Magdalene is of exceptional historic interest with
memorials to many members and relations of the Royal Family from Queen Victoria
onwards. It is used regularly as a place of worship by the Royal Family and Estate
staff and open to the public, except if it is booked for a private function, which we will
not be aware of at the time of booking.
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THURSDAY 29TH AUGUST – MORNING IN TENTERDEN – AFTERNOON NEW
ON THE KENT & EAST SUSSEX RAILWAY WITH A PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560
夝

夝
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MONDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER – LEE VALLEY CRUISE WITH FISH AND CHIP
LUNCH AND VAN HAGE GARDEN CENTRE

Please telephone to book

On our way to Broxbourne we stop at the Van Hage garden centre for morning coffee.
The centre has plants, garden equipment, clothing and much more. It boasts a free
animal garden with over 300 species of mammals, birds and reptiles.
After coffee we continue the short journey to Broxbourne where we board our boat for
a two and a half hour cruise during which a fish and chip lunch will be served.
Cost: Coach, garden centre, cruise and lunch £35 00
Depart: GG 8.15am OA 8.20am LR 8.30am, SG 8.35am. Back in Billericay
approximately 5.00pm.
Please telephone to book after 9.00am

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342

Cost: Coach & Entrance to Sandringham Cons. £30.00, Adults £32.00 Child (5-15)
£24.00
Depart: GG 8.00am. OA 8.05am. LR 8.15am. SG 8.20am. Back in Billericay
approximately 7.00pm.

For your information our coach organisers Kathleen and Yvonne have a mobile for use on the day of a trip only. The number is 07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.
If concession prices are quoted (ie seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made
to resell your seats, however if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org.
PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association
Editor: Chris Wade Tel: 01277 632390. Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT. Telephone: 01277 658090. Email printing@acorspress.co.uk
BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

