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Can you help?
Road reps needed for the
following rounds in East Area
• Chantry Way, Saffron Walk, Pilgrims

Close
• Beverley Rise and Greens Farm Lane

• Balmoral Close
• Oakwood Farm Close  /

Oakwood Farm Road

Please contact Mark Hayes 
on 01277 630170 or
markhayes001 @sky.com 
if you can help. 

We are particularly pleased to produce this May/June
edition of The Resident, as it is the first time for over
a year we have been able to publish a magazine two

months running. The July/August edition will be issued at
the end of June, and things should then be back to normal.
The COVID-19 vaccination programme is going very well.
The government roadmap is being met and society is
thankfully opening up again. We all look forward to a normal
(-ish) summer with our families and friends. 

Our great team of volunteers
delivers around 4,500 magazines
ten times a year to BDRA
members. We believe this is the
only such magazine that reaches
almost every street in the town.
Potential readers would number
around 10,000 – close to a third
of Billericay residents. The BDRA
aims to represent the interests of
the ordinary people of the town,
without fear or favour. The more
active members we have the
more we can do. So we are
always looking for volunteers to
distribute magazines and to join
committees. We would stress that
we do recognise people have
busy lives and can often only
devote a limited amount of time. If
you may be interested in helping
please email resident@bdra.org,
or write c/o The Reading Rooms,
High Street, Billericay, CM3 9AS.

Barrenleys Wood
Over the last couple of years
we’ve brought you updates on
the saga of Barrenleys Wood.
The appea l  aga ins t  the
Enforcement Notices issued by
Basildon Council associated with
the apparent dumping of rubble
on a large area of Ancient
Woodland was heard from 11th to
13th May.

This was conducted by a
Planning Inspector under formal
legal conditions with witnesses
under oath and the parties

represented by legal experts.
BDRA representatives observed
for much of the time.

We’ll bring you the result of the
appeal, not expected for several
weeks, in a future Resident and
on the BDRA website.

Waltham Forest Council
Waltham Forest Council is to hold
a public consultation on their
plans for the derelict garages
behind Greenway. Keep an eye
out for details at the Waltham
Forest office on Morris Avenue.

The Executive Committee is
pleased to have Viv Burling join
as Secretary – more information
about Viv on page 2
.
The Conservatives won the
recent Basildon Council election
with a majority of 2 seats. They
thus take back control from
Labour and Independents. A
number of BDRA members
reported a dearth of election
information received through
letter boxes. Conservatives
hold eight of the nine Billericay/
Burstead seats. All of our
councillors, including the two
who also represent our Town
at the County Council, should
now be fully able to represent
the town’s best interests in all
Council decision making. We will
be watching this closely and
reporting on it regularly. 

There is still no known date for
the next stage of the Basildon
Local Plan, the Examination in
Public. The BDRA strongly
opposes the Local Plan. It will
overdevelop Billericay, leaving
it  w i th  inadequate  soc ia l
and transport infrastructure. It
will also concrete over swathes
of  Green Bel t  countrys ide.
Suppor te rs  o f  la rge  sca le
building often peddle the idea
that it will bring down house
prices to levels that young first
time buyers can afford. The
Billericay Action Group’s article
on page 11 debunks this myth.

Preserving the character of the
High Street, with its 30 Grade II
listed buildings, is of great
importance. It depends largely
on compliance with the town
centre’s Billericay Conservation
Area Shop Front and Design
Guide. The BDRA will continue to
be vigilant in reporting breaches
of the Guide and helping to
ensure that enforcement action is
taken wherever necessary.

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT

We are taking this opportunity to remind all our members of the BDRA
website – www.bdra.org which in these difficult times is a means of
communicating with everybody, particularly if we are unable to produce
the Magazine. We would also welcome comments/suggestions or items
that you would like to see in the Magazin      e and any areas of concern that
members may have. If you would like to contact us please email
resident@bdra.org or chairman@bdra.org

The website is currently being reviewed/updated
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THE COACH & HORSESTHE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU  01277 622873

The Home of Quality Real Ale 
& Traditional Pub Food
� � � � �

BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!

Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
� � � � �

Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will 

Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973     Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk

Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

Reg Charity Number: 289466

Hi I’m Viv Burling your new ExCo
Secretary. I have only lived in Billericay
since June 2020, having previously

lived on Canvey Island for 48 years.  I moved
here to be with a new partner having been widowed
in 2017. I have an adult daughter and an adult
grandson, both live in Essex. My daughter  has a
business in Westcliff and my grandson has
children in Essex schools.

I have been retired for 11
years having previously
worked for Southend on sea
Borough Council for 29 years.
The last 20 years I was based
in Internal Audit investigating
and preventing Benefit and
corporate fraud, the last 10
years I was a Group Auditor,
undertaking Internal Audits.

Since retirement I have

undertaken various voluntary
roles: I was an Advisor at
Castle Point Citizens Advice
Bureau for 8 years, Treasurer
of my local Workers Education
Association, Secretary of my
local yacht club for 5 years, my
husband and I sailed for 30
years, and am currently a
Basildon Public Governor of
Mid and South Essex Hospital.
I was a Public Governor for

Southend University Trust for 3
years prior to moving to
Billericay and standing as a
Public Governor for Basildon.

In my spare time I do a lot of
keep fit; during lockdown I
have done a couple of online
classes a week and run 5k a
couple of times a week.  I
spend a lot of time putting my
mark on my new garden and

really appreciate the Billericay
soil compared to the Canvey
clay!  I like to travel but in the
current climate am happy to
stay in this country.

I am looking forward to
meeting you all and getting
invo lved in  my
new communi ty
and working for
Billericay.

We are very pleased to
give a warm welcome to
our new ExCo Secretary 

Viv Burling

”

“
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TELL US WHAT YOU THINK

There are no readers’ letters for publication in this

edition. This is not really surprising as we have been able

to distribute only a few magazines over the past year, and

anyway everybody’s minds have been very much on other

things.

Nevertheless feedback from members is very important,

especially if it concerns issues in which they would like

the BDRA to be interested. This could be specific local

issues, such as the parking problems in Perry Street that

we were able to help get resolved. Or it could be more

general issues, such as lack of car parking availability in

the town. We are also interested to know what people

think of The Resident magazine, and suggestions for

topics to include. Letters about matters of local interest,

such as local history, are always welcome.

Everyone might have their own opinions of Essex County

Council, Basildon Borough Council, and the

town/parish/village councils. The extent to which

Billericay’s elected representatives look after our

interests as their priority is a matter of concern to many.

We believe that the non-political BDRA – run by the

people, for the people -- is the only organisation that

always aims to protect Billericay’s best interests and

quality of life. Its strength lies in its 4,500 member

households – about one third of the town -- and its

dedicated volunteers.

BDRA does however have finite resources, and must

therefore focus its efforts in the areas that really matter,

where it might be able to make a difference. That in turn

should be guided largely by the issues on which the

subscription paying members want us to concentrate.

So we would really like to receive more letters and

messages from members going forward, both for

potential publication and in order to let us know what

you are thinking. In particular, what are the issues from

the following list that concern you, and where you would

like to see the BDRA focus its attention?

BASILDON LOCAL PLAN / PLANNING

COUNCIL TAX / VALUE FOR MONEY

CRIME & ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

ENVIRONMENT

PARKS & RECREATION

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

ROADS, TRAFFIC

CAR PARKING

OTHER …?

Please do take the trouble to drop us a line and tell us

about the issues that concern you, or just to let us know

which are your top three priorities from the above list. 

By email:  resident@bdra.org  

By letter: 

BDRA c/o The Reading Rooms, 73, High Street, Billericay,

CM3 9AS

We look forward to hearing from you.

Dear Editor...
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An event listing must have the following details: Date, Time, Location, Contact person’s telephone number, email and can have website. Priority is given to Billericay and District events. 
Groups programme details are encouraged. It is the responsibility of the group to send in changes and renew annually. 

Events

To advertise 
your event here

please email
resident@bdra.org   

• • • • •
Deadline is 

10th June for 
events between 

10th July
and 

9th September
2021

First Strokes Swimming 
Pool

First Strokes is now
open and we can’t wait
to see all our super
swimmers enjoying our
safe and friendly

facilities. All lessons will take place as
normal with the following safety in place,
as detailed on our Safety at First Strokes
page. Formerly Lake Meadows Pool this
facility sits in a great location set in
amongst the Lake meadows with plenty of
parking. 
Visit www.firststrokes.com

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Open Day at the
Sanctuary on
Sunday 4th July
1.00pm-5.00pm.
Tickets £5 for Adults

and £2 for Children. As well as our 200+
animals, consisting of horses, ponies,
donkeys, sheep, goats and cats, we offer a
variety of competitions and games to
entertain the whole family. Refreshments
are available, plus many stalls selling gifts,
books, bric-a-brac and a great raffle.
We want you to feel safe and be safe, so we
have applied caution and only opened the
areas that we feel are safe to do so. The site
will be a totally outdoor environment with
all buildings closed off and out of use.
Please visit www.remussanctuary.org to
book and to see what safety measures will
be put in place and what we need you to do
both on arrival and during the afternoon.

Barleylands Farm Village

Join us for Dinosaurs Day Out Saturday
19th to Sunday 20th of June. More details
to follow soon! Check out the website at
barlelyands.co.uk

Billericay Cricket Club
BCC is located at the
purpose built "Toby
Howe Cricket Ground" in
Blunts Wall Road,
Billericay, just a short
walk from the High
Street [near the BTFC]. It

is an inclusive, family oriented cricket club
with close ties to local schools,
businesses, charities and supports the
Rotary, Round Table and Lions service
clubs with fund raising activities. We
welcome all new players, adults, boys, girls
and social members / non-playing visitors
to enjoy the "state of the art" facilities as
one of the leading Essex cricket clubs to
play, watch cricket or hire the indoor
practice nets. 
Contact www.billericaycc.co.uk

Photofold Camera Club
On Tuesday 22nd June
a zoom presentation
'From Pitch-side to
Paper' by Ray Lawrence.

Ray is a member of Chelmsford CC, tells
us how sports photography as a hobby
turned to something more serious and
what is involved in getting his images
published. On Tuesday 29th June Open
Evening Annual General Meeting. Followed
by a short presentation by Paul Sillence. 
Visit www.photofold.org.uk

‘Gone Too Soon’ 
Bereavement support
group for Parents
who have lost a Son

or Daughter of any age, in any
circumstances and if recent or a while ago.
Come along and meet other parents who
can relate to how you feel after the loss of
a Child.  You will be given a warm and
friendly welcome in a safe environment. 
Contact Lyn on 07387 805406 or email
l y n - c u r r i e @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k .
www.gonetoosoon.online

This years Photographic competition has
now been launched. More details regarding
the rules and the entry form will be added
to the website in due course but in the
meantime if you see that amazing scene,
object or situation shoot it now.  All entries
by Sunday October 31st 2021. 
www.lakemeadows.org.uk

Billericay Mayflower 
Rotary Club 

Summerfest at Sun Corner
will take place on Sunday
8th August. There may
still be regulations, but our
classic car show and stage

acts are back. A terrific day out with the
family and a great opportunity to support an
extremely worthwhile community event, with
100% of any surplus made going directly to
Rotary charities. 
https://www.billericaysummerfest.com
https://www.facebook.com/billericaymayfl
ower/

Billericay Bridge Club
Established in February
2008, at Barleylands,
Billericay, Mid-Essex
Bridge Club’s owner
Bernie Hunt has helped
thousands of people to

learn how to play Bridge, a card game and
sociable mind sport that helps defeat
dementia and supports wellbeing. To make
new friends and learn how to play this
fantastic card game. Currently, Bernie
offers on-line lessons but from Monday
21st June face to face lessons can be
booked. And, for all his old friends who
already know how to play, Bernie hopes to
see you Face-to-Face soon. The club re-
opens for regular duplicate play Face to
Face play on Monday 21st June. 
Visit www.firstclassbridge.com

Billericay Twins Club is re opening its
doors to its members and to new/pregnant
mums of twins/multiples from Monday
7th June with a “baby only” session from
10.30-11.30am in Christ Church Hall Perry
Street.  It will be essential to book and pay
for this event in advance to ensure
covid/track and trace compliance. 
For  fu l l  de ta i l s  p lease  emai l
billericaytwinsclub@hotmail.co.uk. We
hope to follow this with toddler events in
due course – check out our facebook page
for details.

Mayflower Morris Men
To celebrate their release
from lockdown we shall
be dancing in Lake
Meadows on Friday 2nd
July at 10.15am.  This
will be in kit but we will
be practicing so it’s not
an official display for the

public but of course you are very well to
watch and laugh at us crashing into one
another – a year is a long time in Morris
dancing.  You’ll find us near the cafe. Our
next official event is on Friday 16th July
at West Hanningfield at the Three
Compasses BBQ at 7.45pm.

South Green Memorial 
Hall

Management Committee Annual General
Meeting on Thursday 24th June at
8.00pm. Open to all local residents, subject
to Covid restrictions. Come and support
our hard working committee as we start to
reopen to the public.
www.southgreenhall.co.uk 

We’d love to hear from all our clubs and societies to
know if they have any plans for the remainder of the
year. Simply email us at resident@bdra.org if you

would like us to include an update for your club in the
Summer / Autumn edition of this magazine and perhaps
information for interested residents wondering how to get in
touch for when you restart. 

The Events page is dedicated to the charities, clubs and
societies that are “Not for profit” and exist purely for the
residents for the town, however if you are a preschool or
school having fund raiser of any type we would also be happy
to advertise your event here.



Independent Financial Advice Centre

Authorised and Regulated by

the Financial Conduct Authority

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ

www.impartialadviser.com

Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

Colchester 
Chelmsford 
Basildon

www.birkettlong.co.ukA
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This year we are 
celebrating our 
200th anniversary

ENQUIRY@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
WWW.BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK/200
#BLTWOHUNDRED
01268 244144

It’s not just about knowing the 
law, it’s also about the impact 
we have on our communities
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2021marks Essex law firm,
Birkett Long’s, 200-year

anniversary and the firm is
enjoying a year of celebrations with
local communities, employees,
clients and all those that have been
involved in our history.  

200 years’ experience has taught us that it’s
not just about knowing the law, it’s also about
the impact we have on our communities. So,
as well as looking back over Birkett Long’s
history, we are carrying out as many random
acts of kindness as we can throughout 2021. 

Random acts of kindness
Birkett Long is empowering its staff to carry
out individual random acts of kindness of
their choice throughout the year.

So far, the firm has given Easter gifts to some
of our suppliers and sent biscuits and flowers
to say thank you to local schools for keeping
their students learning throughout the
pandemic. One headteacher said: “What a
thoughtful gesture – St Mary’s staff were
delighted!”

Throughout the year the firm will also be
looking to treat the different charities it works
with, the people behind them, their volunteers
and their service users. To kick off the year,
we celebrated the staff working for St Helena
Hospice in Colchester. St Helena supports
local families facing incurable illness and
bereavement. Birkett Long sent ‘calm kits’ to
the hardworking staff. Jenny Homewood,
Complementary Therapy Team Lead at St
Helena Hospice said: “Thank you for being a

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

One member of staff will be marking 35 years
with the firm and you can expect to hear from
some of the staff who recall starting work at
Birkett Long with only a desk, a filing cabinet
and a phone – no computer! 

How things have changed, even over the
last year.

The firm is looking forward to sharing the
many surprises and reflections to come
this year. 

As the year passes, we intend to carry out as
many Random Acts of Kindness as we can in
our community. Catch up on the stories on
our webpage www.birkettlong.co.uk/200
or  fo l low us  on  our  journey  on
#BLTwoHundred.

It’s not every year you get to blow a 200-year-old trumpet!
rainbow to our organisation.” 

Long history
Over the year, Birkett Long is taking a trip
down memory lane and looking at the history
that has made the firm what it is today, in
addition to reflecting on the contributions and
achievements of our clients, business
partners, colleagues, associates and friends.

From Geo. Sperling being admitted in 1821,
right up until Martin Hopkins becoming the
firm’s current Managing Partner in 2019,
Birkett Long will be looking at both our
heritage and our future.

Long service is a prominent feature here and
this year we are congratulating nine members
of staff who have completed 20 years’ service.

There are of course the two One-million-
pound monthly prizes, one of which in April
was won by a Surrey man who only bought
his Bond in February this year, but the odds of
getting that or any prize for that matter are
34,500 to 1.

National Savings recently commented
"Buying more Bonds will improve your
chances of winning a prize, but there's no
guarantee what size prize that will be."

So, if you hold 34,500 £1 bonds in theory on
average you should receive at least one prize
each month and that most likely will be £25
but let us look at the alternatives and try
to compare like with like. You can cash in

Premium Bonds and get the money in eight
days, so essentially an instant access account.

The best market going rate with instant access
is currently around 0.4% so on £34,500 you
would earn £138 interest in a full year. That is
to say you need six £25 prizes, one every
other month, not to be worse off. Any more
than that and you are in profit. 

Sure, you might not win at all, but a “loss” of
£138 interest is not going to make huge
difference to your lifestyle, and who knows
one larger than average prize and you could
be in clover. Go to www.nsandi.com for full
details or talk to your IFA about investing to
beat inflation.

Iwas on a course last week and
playing with an importer of

products from the Far East.

“I read your article on inflation and the value of
your savings”, he said “but think you may have
underestimated how much prices will rise.” 

“Last year a forty-foot container cost me about
£2,000 to ship here, the same container now
costs £12,000 for the same journey”. He went
on to explain that if he filled a container with
say 10,000 smaller items that would add £1
cost to each item.  However, if he imports pre-

built furniture for example, when he might
only get 200 items in a container that will
increase the cost of each item by £50! Beware
then Inflation is coming.

Investment in shares, Unit and Investment
Trusts can outperform inflation over time but
if you are completely anti Stock Market
investment you might want to look at
Premium Bonds.

In April National Savings paid out almost
£90,000,000 in prizes to over 3,000,000 prize
winners.

MONEY MATTERS
Investing to beat inflation
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Reports & Surveys

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior Decorating
• Residential & Commercial

07930 603915
dave@millerdecorating.info

millerdecorating
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dave@mille
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Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
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Few people who visit Lake Meadows venture to visit
the small, yet fascinating, Information Centre that
the Friends run near the café. The hut is open

several mornings a week during the summer and a
couple of afternoons too. Should you care to call in, you
will find a welcoming Tardis full of information, with lots
of photos to enjoy and happy memories for many
people. Do you remember the boats on the lake? Or the
outdoor swimming pool? Or even the Fort? We’d love to
hear from you!
The hut was originally a First Aid
hut, situated near top of the
rhododendron bed, when Lake
Avenue was the main park
entrance. In fact, there are still
wheels under the hut, left from
those early days! When the
Friends took on the hut in 2014, it
had not been used for many
years, but thanks to a grant from
Essex County Council our team
soon refurbished it and made it a
base for our activities. 

Besides the interesting display,
we have several items for sale, as
well as some free leaflets. There
is ‘The Jewel in the Crown’ - the
history of Lake Meadows, as well
as our own story book for 3-7
year olds about ‘Wizard, Dragon
and her lost eggs’. There is a
colourful range of notelets with
photos of the park for sale, along
with some small souvenirs, as
well as a free Tree Walk sheet and
a children’s Tree sheet.

You can also find out about
membership of the Friends of
Lake Meadows, whilst you are
there. Please don’t feel that we
shall be asking you to volunteer -
you don’t have to, but you can if
you’d like to! By becoming a
member you are helping us to
care for the park by contributing
your £5, which helps us buy new
plants and complete new
projects. In return, you will
receive a regular newsletter and
the chance to have a say in what
happens at the park. So next time
you are at the park do drop in

and visit us! We’d love to meet
you!

Finally, we are sorry to say there
will be no Jazz in the Park this
year. Although restrictions are
being lifted gradually, we felt it
was just too soon to organise it,
with all the risks involved. So we
must all look forward to it next
year, all being well. 

For more information about the
Friends take a look at: 

www.lakemeadows.org.uk

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
y Free estimates and advice

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed

y Part P registered

For anything Electrical call Mick on 
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

Lake Meadows Information
Centre
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We are a family run general building 
company who takes pride in our 
standard of work and we treat 
every home we work in as if it 
were our own.

Telephone 01277 610015 

E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs

Floors, walls and bathrooms.  
For a good as new look –

grout revival and silicone renewal.

Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin
01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

“LISBON October 11th – Lord Nelson was off
Cadiz, with thirty sail of the line, on the 4th inst.
It is expected that his Lordship will attempt
something against the Combined Fleets”
So ran an article in the weekly “The Mirror of the Times”, 19th to 26th
October 1805 and which we have in our possession.  Due to its frailty
the paper is not on display, however, it marks a momentous time in
British history and is a great example of where the context is as
important as the artefact. The same article goes on to say:

“Transports have been sent to fetch the troops
forming the expedition under Sir James Craig
down the Mediterranean”
Craig’s orders included supporting the Austrians and Russians in Italy.
When the article was written his troops were in Malta and these
transports would end up taking him and 6,000 men to Naples in early
November.

“General Junot is recalled, it is said, to take an
important command” 
September 1805 saw General Jean-Andoche Junot recalled from his
role as Ambassador to Portugal to serve as Napoleon’s aide-de-camp
in the Battle of Austerlitz. This was one of the most important
engagements in the Napoleonic Wars where, in a tactical masterpiece,
Napoleon defeated a larger Russian and Austrian army.

“It is reported that the Rochefort squadron has
burnt the Calcutta”
In late September a French fleet under Rear-Admiral Allemand
encountered a lightly protected convoy which had sailed from Saint
Helena. After a 45 minute battle the Calcutta under Captain Woodruff
was forced to strike.  Contrary to the newspaper report, however, the
ship was repaired and she sailed under the French flag until she ran
aground in1809 during the Battle of the Basque Roads. 

“It is expected that his Lordship will attempt
something…”
We are used to instantaneous news but in 1805 it was much slower to
arrive. This article was published on October 26th. It told readers what
happened some 15 days earlier.  People were blissfully unaware that
Nelson’s “something” was the Battle of Trafalgar and that it had already
happened on the 21st inflicting a decisive defeat of the combined fleets
of the French and Spanish navies sinking 22 ships whilst losing none
of their own.  And they were also unaware that tragically their hero,
Admiral Lord Nelson, had been shot and killed by a French musketeer. 

Context is important  
The Cater Museum 

Our latest News-sheet is now available to view
on the Billericay Town Council’s website. Also
included are back issues of the News-sheet
and Fact Sheets that will advise on the various
tree issues that can occur. These are now listed
under the website’s header “The Town”.

And one can refer to our Facebook group
“Billericay Trees” whilst the “Billericay Natural
History Discussion Group” sometimes has tree
related issues.

There are articles that feature the launching of
the ECC’s “Essex Forest Initiative” that is
a partnership between the Woodland Trust,

the Forestry Commission
and the Evergreen Fund. Another describes
how Network Rail’s controversial, over-the-
top, Health & Safety, action re  their trackside
tree felling operation. The BTW is to grow its
own native trees using nuts and seeds from
mature and healthy trees of local provenance.
We review a fascinating tree book authored by
Jonathan Drori “Around the World in 80
Trees”. The book has earned the accolade
of “An Arboreal Odyssey”!

Contact: billericaytreewardens@gmail.com
The BTW is a subgroup of the Billericay
Town Council

Extracts from the Billericay 
Tree Warden’s May News-sheet



F.A.Ingram

Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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Funeral Directors
and Monumental
Stone Masons

Known for excellence, 
trusted for value

Brentwood Office :
Call 01277 887550 ( 24 hrs )
Billericay Office :
Call 01277 886933 ( 24 hrs )
www.bennettsfunerals.co.uk
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

All Aspects
Roofing

For all your roofing needs 
•

Established since 2001
•

Call for free advice and estimates

Telephone: 01277 724525
Mobile: 07973 344494

allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk
www.allaspectsroofing.org

Eco-friendly cleaning
and housekeeping

Regular cleaning

One off cleaning

Laundry

Bed making

Help with shopping

General household help

Ad hoc housekeeping

Our team of reliable and 
experienced housekeepers are fully
insured, DBS checked and trained to
clean effectively and efficiently using

eco-friendly products.

Our housekeepers work in teams of 
two or more for your security and 

peace of mind.

For a free, personalised quote, please 
call Amanda on 07470 904591 or email:
enquiries@serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

www.serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Serenity Housekeeping Ltd
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WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing 
(Residential/Commercial)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law

Family Law 
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients

(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
 Notary Public now available!

100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
    Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596

e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to 

remain living in it independently for longer  

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages 
or credit cards  

• Providing financial assistance to your children 
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can 

affect your eligibility for means tested benefits 
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Equity Release Specialist 
Offering a whole of market service to  

homeowners over the age of 55+

Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support

Professional Microsoft Certified Technician

10 years of experience providing IT solutions

Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456
andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Computer repairs 
& IT Support 
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F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

Computer Problems?
Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put 

up with expensive call out charges.

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat

Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS

POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE

James Birch 07786 321330
Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

228512

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd
� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £60 + VAT

� Boiler Service from £55 + VAT

� Power Flushing from £265 + VAT

LOCAL PLASTERER
All aspects of interior plastering

Call Graeme
Mobile: 07930 364291

Tel: 01277 654086

For Olive Trees
www.olivetreesandmore.co.uk

To advertise here
Please contact The Resident at:

resident@bdra.org
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During our seven years of campaigning for a more appropriate and
sustainable Local Plan for Billericay, the most common argument
against us has been that we are trying to stop people from being able

to buy an affordable home. The clear implication and expectation being
that building more houses will make them cheaper through the basic laws
of supply and demand.
However, there is no historical evidence that
more equals cheaper when it comes to house
prices. Housing bucks the economic laws as
it’s so tightly controlled by developers who will
build just enough to meet demand and keep
prices, and therefore profits, high. Developers
have no interest in building excess houses that
might go unsold, or more specifically, hit their
back pocket. They will not flood the market.

Last year more houses were built in the country
than has been seen for several generations but
still prices continue to rise. Government
schemes such as Help to Buy, First Homes,
stamp duty holidays and underpinning 95%
mortgages just fuel the flames of house prices.
Prices are now rising at record rates again and
gazumping is returning to the housing market.
This is not good for any house buyer,

especially the young trying to get their first
home. The prize keeps moving further away.

Sadly, due to rampant house price inflation in
the past, far out stripping rises in earnings, we
find the country in a position where average
houses prices across England are around 8
times average earnings. And in the South East
that could be as much as 16 times. With most
mortgage lenders only allowing 4 or 5 times
earnings, and large deposits, the sums simply
do not add up. Crudely, it would take a
doubling of earnings or a halving of house
prices to bridge the affordability gap. Neither
will happen!

So, before we lose over 150 hectares of Green
Belt to nearly 3,000 new houses around
Billericay, let’s consider who those homes are

really for. Clearly, they will be for those that can
afford top market prices. Inevitably they will be
for people coming into the area from
elsewhere, seeing Billericay as relatively
cheaper than, say, London. Unfortunately, they
are unlikely to be our local young people.

We do not have an easy answer to this but
simply building an excessive number of
houses is not the cure for the housing
affordability conundrum. As a group we will
continue to fight for a better Local Plan that
protects our environment and, should large

scale development take place, we will do all we
can to ensure it meets local needs through a
high proportion of 1, 2 and 3-bedroom
properties for first time buyers and young
families. We will also ensure that a good
number of any new houses are provided at
reduced market rents or for shared ownership
for those most in need of a home, with priority
given to local key workers.

Billericay simply does not need, nor have the
infrastructure to support, more executive
housing estates delivered field by field.

Q.Where can we find Billericay Cricket Club?
A. BCC is located at the purpose built "Toby Howe Cricket Ground" in Blunts Wall Road, off Tye
Common Road, Billericay, CM12 9SA, just a short walk from the High Street [near the Billericay
Town Football Club].

Q. What does the BCC offer the local community? 
A. BCC is an inclusive, family oriented cricket club with close ties to local schools, businesses,
charities and supports the Rotary, Round Table and Lions service clubs with fund raising
activities. We welcome all new players, adults, boys, girls and social members / non-playing
visitors to enjoy the "state of the art" facilities as one of the leading Essex cricket clubs to play,
watch cricket or hire the indoor practice nets. 

Q. How do I join BCC?
A. Please visit our website https://www.billericaycc.co.uk for joining specific a membership
category or contacts for general membership, senior player cricket teams, either competitive
and/or social, or veterans level and a junior section, for boys and girls. If you are interested in
playing, please drop in or get in contact and join the training sessions.

Q. How many senior cricket teams does BCC have? 
A. BCC covers all demographic age groups and abilities. The club has five Saturday teams in
the Hamro Foundation Essex Cricket League (an ECB Premier League), a Saturday friendly 5th
XI and a Sunday XI in the Essex Sunday League, and a Veterans XI that plays midweek and
Sunday friendly games throughout the season.

Q. What level of cricket is played at BCC?  
A. Our 1st XI competes at the highest local club level in the County, the Premier League.  BCC
have a strong working relationship with Essex County Cricket Club, and hosted a number of
Essex 2nd XI games, Women's Academy and "London Spirit" training sessions, including Youth
fixtures and several matches for the international Under 19 series which is testament to the club’s

superb grounds and facilities. 

Q. Is girl's cricket played at BCC?
A. Younger girls currently play mixed
cricket with boys whilst the older girls play
in girl’s only teams. This year, we have a
girls only section for Under 13's and U15's
and looking to recruit other sport minded
girls who might already be playing netball,
hockey, football but don't necessarily play
a summer sport. Cricket experience is not
necessary, just sporting ability and a
willingness to try something new. All-Stars training session 2018

Q. Does BCC have a junior cricket section?
A. We certainly do. Our thriving "grassroots" junior cricket section covers ages 5-16 years and
making enormous strides and growing in popularity for young boys and girls to learn, play and
enjoy the game in a safe environment under the supervision of a number of ECB qualified
coaches. Friday night training is a big favourite for the combined age groups, families and club
supporters, finishing with a well-earned drink, BBQ feast and ice cream, everyone is welcome! 

Q. Can new sponsors approach BCC?
A. As an amateur club we are always interested in hearing from local business sponsors that may
benefit from the club’s widespread marketing reach and have a similar community orientated
ethos, please contact our Commercial Manager,via our website, details below to discuss the
various options.

Q. Is the BCC clubhouse available to hire for charity and private functions?
A. We have a large, modern clubhouse open all year and available for hire (after the COVID
restrictions have lifted). We offer a well-stocked bar, excellent catering amenities to accommodate
up to 120 people and it is a very popular venue for parties and family events. All enquiries via
BCC website https://www.billericaycc.co.uk Commercial Manager under the contact us section.

The Affordable Housing Myth

BILLERICAY CRICKET CLUB

L O C A L  P L A N  U P D AT E



Join the BDRA 
Receive 10 copies of the Resident, keep up to date with residents’ issues, events, useful info, advertisers

offering services you may need, coach trips and area committees working on your behalf.   
Be part of an Association which has served residents for 95 years.

Telephone: 01277 654173 Email: resident@bdra.org

In the last issues we promised to print the best five Questions sent 
to Julian and these together with the answers are shown below.
Q Did Christopher Martin initially sail on the Speedwell from

Southampton rather than the May-Flower?  

A William Bradford specifically wrote in his journal of the voyage that Martin
sailed on the May-Flower.

Q How do we know that the Martins lived in the Chantry in the
High Street?

A Martin sold off the last of his three High Street properties in June 1620.
His family must have rented a property until they left Billericay in
September.  It is by oral tradition that the Chantry House is said to be
where the Essex Pilgrims spent their last night in England.  Note that the
Chantry is now divided in two but then consisted of what is now
Kosthuree Indian restaurant and Slipped Discs (which is why it has a
plaque inside on its wall).

Q Was the May-Flower built in Harwich?

A There is no evidence whatsoever that the May-Flower was built in
Harwich.  There is not even a local tradition that it was. It was berthed
there between 1608 and 1611 but before 1608 and after 1611 was styled
“of London” so may have been built there. There is also reason to believe

that the May-Flower might have
been built in Aldeburgh. Since
finishing my book I have been
conducting research into the origins of
the ship which will be published in a
forthcoming issue of the Essex Journal.  

Q What flag did the May-Flower fly?  

A There was no union with Scotland in 1620
and no red ensign. The then flag of the
English merchant marine was flown from
the fore- and main masts as below. Nothing
was flown from the mizzen mast.

Q Did the Pilgrims name their settlement Plymouth after the last
place they sailed from England?

A No, they didn’t.  Several explorers had visited this area before the Pilgrims
arrived.  The name Plymouth first appeared on a map by Captain John
Smith in 1614 on the site of an abandoned Indian village called Patuxet. It
seems that Smith invited Charles, the eldest son of King James I to give
names to his discoveries.

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association.   Chair: Andy Maddocks.   Temporary Editor: Andy Maddocks.   Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT.  Telephone: 01277 658090.  Email printing@acorspress.co.uk
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May-Flower Questions and Answers

Mayflower 2020 Commemoration
Of the 40 planned events in the programme, 10 actually

ran, either before the pandemic struck or during lulls in
the lockdown.  Four postponed events appear below.  

2021
Mon 2nd-Sat 14th August    Billericay Tree Wardens
Billericay’s Tree Heritage: a photographic exhibition celebrating our notable
trees (incl. ones here in 1620).  
Free event, 9.00am-5.00pm.  Billericay Library.  
Mon 13th September Billericay Historical and Archaeological Society
Lecture.  The Fold, 72 Laindon Rd., 8.00-9.30pm. Open to non-members: £2.

‘American Colonization: From Billericay to Billerica 1620- 1655’
Sat 4th December The Choir for All Seasons
Concert: ‘An American Christmas’. 7.30pm United Reformed Church, Chapel
St.  Tickets £8 from Slipped Discs or on the door.  

2022
Mon 28th February Essex Handicrafts Association Billericay Branch
Lecture.  The Fold, 72 Laindon Rd., 8.00pm.  Open to non-members: £4.00. ‘Essex
and the May-Flower Pilgrims’.                                  
For any changes to the above please check: www.billericaytwinning.org.
uk/mayflower-2020/, our Facebook page: Billericay Mayflower 2020 or Twitter
@Billericay 2020.

A Message from our Coach Trip Organisers 
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Hopefully we are a step nearer getting back to normal. We’re sure everyone regardless of circumstances has had their own
degrees of challenges, but we do hope you have all been well. Thanks to the vaccination, we can now begin to look to the future.
Unfortunately we cannot resume our coach trips at present, due to a number of issues i.e. can we have a full coach, and running
at less capacity would make the trip very costly per seat. As most venues require deposits, should we not be able to run the trip,

how do we stand for refunds and lastly we are not sure how many of us would prefer to wait and see what happens when
lockdown is finally lifted.

On a brighter note, summer is coming and hopefully we can look to resume our trips next year. On this note we would welcome
thoughts and ideas of trips that members would be interested in us organising. Please email us resident@bdra.org

Keep safe, Kind regards.  Yvonne & Kathleen.

Julian Whybra’s book on Billericay’s Pilgrim Fathers is available from Slipped Discs, Crystal Print, the Cater Museum, and enquiries@giftltd.co.uk


