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A Masterplan
You will see on page 11 the
feedback from the community event
held in July which had been
commissioned by the four
developers hoping to build in SW
Billericay. The consultants were
given a very uncomfortable time in
the session I went to but they
weathered the storm and this was
their response:
The team working on this project
now have a much better understanding of the issues affecting
these potential development sites.
This information is now being
processed and will be used to help
inform and influence a draft master
plan that will be shared with the
public at the second stage
engagement event later this year.
The format, date and timings of this
second event are not yet known but
will be published on www.southwest-billericay.com as soon as
they are confirmed. Please use the
contact form on the website if you
want to be kept informed about
future events.

The Four Firsts Charter
Prior to that meeting we put together
our four firsts charter to make our
case clear to them and as the basis
for all other conversations. These
are the key points and the whole
document is on the website
www.bdra.org
1. Infrastructure First – adequate,
appropriate infrastructure must be
in place before development
starts. This includes but is not
limited to; schools, health
facilities, shops, roads, public
transport and parking.
2. Local First – new development
must prioritise local needs and
fully integrate with the existing
local community.

4. Environment First – the Green
Belt and existing public green
spaces must be protected,
hedgerows and trees should
be maintained where new
development takes place, air
quality should be a primary
concern in any development,
and new public green places
should be created within
developments where they do not
exist today.
If you have any questions about this
policy position of BDRA/BAG then
come along to the East or West
committee meetings. The dates are
on Page 4.

Behind the scenes
beavering away on
your behalf
BDRA successfully
lobbies Council over
destruction of Ancient
Woodland
We are pleased to report the
Council has issued enforcement
notices after we have been
lobbying them for 2 years. See the
article on page 3 and we will
continue to monitor progress.
We are trying to meet with the
Leader of the Council Gavin
Callaghan to talk about our
concerns however to date he has
been unable to meet us. He replied
with the following. ‘I want to
reassure you and your organization
that this administration will work to
do what is best for all areas of

In This Issue:
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can’t believe so much has happened since the last Resident. I have tried to cover all
of them in some detail however where there is more detail I will need to refer you to
the website for a full document. News of the Examination in Public is that it is likely
to be delayed until December following a request from the Council related to proposals
which could affect the A127.
3. Affordable First – all development must deliver the full
affordable house quota first,
followed by smaller houses for
local first time buyers, young
families and those residents
wanting to downsize.

September 2019

Basildon, including Billericay. I
will keep the Billericay District
Residents’ Association in mind for
the future and I hope to schedule
something in soon.’

The BDRA/BAG will be making
a formal response to the SCI
consultation and we will be
emphasising the need for earlier
community engagement. We will
also be asking that we are part of
that process as an independent
representative body for Billericay,
with the support of nearly 50% of
residents. We aim to share our
response in due course.

We encourage as many of you as
possible to take time to read the
proposed new SCI document and
respond to the consultation. All the
Council’s details can be found here;
https://www.basildon.gov.uk/sci

Star of the
Month
BDRA celebrates its
road reps as the
people who are key
to the success of the
Association.
This month I want to mention
Dave Green who has delivered the
resident for 20 years and feels he
now needs to hand his round on to
someone else. If you live in Hillside
or Gainsborough Close Dave would
be delighted if you could take over.
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CAN YOU HELP?
We need two road reps for the
following

Queens Park
Round 1 Portman Drive, Farriers
Drive and Horseshoe Close.
Round 2 Burleigh Close, Marlowe
Close, Walsingham Way
Please contact Paul Farrow on
01277 625126 if you can help.

West Billericay
Round 1 Hillside
Round 2 Gainsborough Close
Please contact Mark Hayes on 01277
630170 or markhayes001 @sky.com
if you can help.

Visit the BDRA Website at: www.bdra.org

A headstone for
Arthur Charles Argent
ollowing a successful campaign to raise funds to erect a
headstone on the grave of a Soldier of the Great War who had
lain in an unmarked grave in the churchyard of St Mary The
Virgin, Little Burstead, a service of commemoration and
dedication of the headstone took place on Saturday 22 June 2019.

F

Charles’s funeral had been conducted by
Rev Clement Payne of St Mary The Virgin
and Rev W Smith of Billericay. Mrs Brenda
Rees, of Billericay URC read from John’s
Gospel ending with “Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends”. Simon Houlton, a member
of the URC had recorded a solo of “Oh
Valiant Hearts”, so well-known at the end
of the Great War.
Many local organisations and groups were
represented. Myles Scripps, who had
engraved the headstone was with us as was
Roy Farrer.

More than 90 people filled the church. The
service was conducted by the Rev Paul
Carr. Two hymns familiar one hundred
years ago, “The Day Thou Gavest” and “Oh
God Our Help In Ages Past” were sung, led
by the church choir.

Many military representatives were there,
including the Standard Bearer of the Royal
Leicestershire Regiment Association,
Robbie Allen. The County Colonel of the
Royal Anglian Regiment, Charles Thomas,
Major Peter Williamson (Chair of the
Trustees of the Essex Regiment Museum
and Trustee of the Royal Anglian Regiment

Museum), Richard Pattison, Bob Potter
and Andrew Thomas all of the Royal
Anglian Regiment, of which the
Leicestershire Regiment is now a part. The
Billericay Branch of the Royal British
Legion was well represented too, the VicePresident Len Hale, a Veteran of the Royal
Air Force of the Second World War was the
guest of honour.
The service in the church concluded with a
reading by Andy Maddocks of the poem
“Aftermath” by Siegfried Sassoon. Andy
was the first leader of a local organisation to
respond positively to my request for funds.
The congregation then moved to the
graveside. A Guard of Honour was
provided by members of the 10th Essex

Living History Group, and the grave was
flanked by the Standard Bearers. The Last
Post, then two minutes silence was
observed, followed by Reveille. A number
of wreaths were laid, flowers from a
member of the wider Argent family and also
flowers from me.
The inscription chosen for the headstone
was “His Name Liveth Forevermore”;
Charles is no longer unknown.
My sincere thanks to everyone who played
their part in making the headstone a reality
and who contributed in some way to making
the service and dedication of his headstone
such a memorable and emotive occasion.

Mrs Karen J Dennis

THE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU
01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
Reg Charity Number: 289466

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will
Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973 Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk
Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com
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夝夝夝夝夝
BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!
Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
夝夝夝夝夝
Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm
6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

FEEDBACK
An article from the Billericay Gazette,
Wednesday, July 24, 2019.

Dear Editor,
I wanted to share with your readers a wonderful resource which is underused. I have been going to the daytime
classes at the Laindon Activity Centre, the Borough’s largest activity centre for the last 20 years.
It provides many activities for the over 50s ranging from woodcarving to pilates, bridge, jewellery making, bowls and yoga.
Membership is from £10 and classes cost either £2 or £2.50. They also have a walking group and arrange coach trips.
Its great fun and I would commend it to anyone who wants to learn new skills, revisit old skills and enjoy being part of
a group of likeminded people. September is a great time to make a decision to start. Hope to see you there.
Further info can be found on www.laindonactivitycentre. Tel: 01268 465860 or 01268 208202.
Name and address supplied.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Another activity
centre which
offers a wide
range of classes
for over 50s is the
George Hurd
Activity Centre.
Telephone
01268 205305.
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Events

Quakers
Invite you to experience the peace
and quiet of Quaker worship, on
Thursday 3rd October. 1.001.30pm followed by refreshments
and conversation. Billericay
Quaker Meeting House, School Road, CM12
9LH. Contact 01277 840312 or
billericayquakers@gmail.com

Cercle Français
de Basildon
et Billericay
Meets selected Fridays at the
Fold, Billericay at 8.00pm.
Contact: 07986 293419 / 07986 293419.
www.basildonfrenchcircle.org.uk

Single Essex Friends
BDRA Area Committee
Meetings

free, timed, 5k run, jog or walk for all standards
from 4 yrs+. A great family and community event
in lovely surroundings.

All members welcome to
attend. If you would like to
raise an issue or are
interested in local matters
and want to get involved we
would love to see you. Next
meeting dates will be at
7.30pm on Wednesday
11th September for East/Burstead and
Thursday 26th September for West. If you
would like to come along or have an issue to
discuss please contact us at resident@bdra.org

Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay or visit our
Facebook page.

Basildon Council
Crunch Times
Mobile tip for household waste.
Saturday 21st September
9.00am-12.00pm Little Burstead Car Park,
Billericay. Saturday 28th September
9.00am-12.00pm Radford Crescent Car Park
Billericay. Saturday 5th October 9.00am12.00pm Carvers Wood, Billericay.
Contact www.basildon.gov.uk/crunch

Billericay WI
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed of the month at 2.00pm in
the WI Hall, St Ediths Lane. Wednesday 18th
September – Polly Parrot Appeal with Claire
Grayston. Wednesday 2nd October –
Keeping Active in later life with Karen Lawrie.

Buttsbury WI
Meets on 2nd Tuesday of the month at Canon
Roche Hall 8.00pm-10.00pm. New members
welcome. Contact Jan Nash on 01277 630147.

South Green WI
Meets on 3rd Thursday of the month 7.45pm10.00pm at South Green Memorial Hall. New
members welcome. Contact Doreen Gazzard on
01277 652739.

Rosebay WI
Meets on the 4th Wednesday of the month,
except August, at 1.30pm in Canon Roche Hall,
Laindon Road. We have a variety of speakers,
social gatherings and outings. New members
welcome. Contact Madge Caulfield on 01277
623278.

Basildon & District
Rambling Club
Meets every Saturday at
2.00pm with some longer
walks on other days. The
Saturday walks are 4-5
miles with a rest half way.
New members welcome. Membership £6
per year and includes all walks. Visit
www.basildonanddistrictramblingclub.btck.co.uk

Billericay Parkrun
Every Saturday 8.45am at Lake
Meadows. Parkrun provides a
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'Gone Too Soon'
Bereavement Support
Group for parents who
have lost a Son or
Daughter. Meetings are
held 3rd Monday of the month at Reid’s, 66-68
Laindon Road, 7.00-9.00pm. Free parking
available. Visit www.gonetoosoon.online

Hutton Bridge Club
Learn to play Bridge!
Lessons every Monday
morning at the Hutton
Community Centre. Contact
Tony on 07957 406088.

Billericay Horticultural
Society
Meets in St Mary Magdalen
Church, High St on 3rd
Monday of every month at
8.00pm. Entry is £1 for
members and £2 for visitors.
Monday 16th September Pelargoniums, their varieties
and propagation with Brian Carline.

Billericay Society
Meets at the Fold Billericay
Arts Association, Laindon
Road. Wednesday 18th
September – Changes in
Norsey Woods due to
heatwave with Chris Huggins. Contact 01277
659286

Billericay Floral
Arrangment Group
Meets at 8.00pm in the WI Hall in
St Edith’s Lane, Billericay.
Wednesday 2nd October From Alice to Oz with Irene Bowkett

Brentwood Wine Society
Meets every 2nd Tuesday
of the month at Sheffield
Parish Hall from 8.0010.00pm. Experts present
8 wines to taste each
evening. Trial evening for
free. Contact Steve on 07776 031747 or
stephen.hill33@btopenworld.com

Belvedere Jazz & Music Club
The Chichester Hotel, Old London Road,
Rawreth SS11 8UE. Admission from £12.50 Food from 6.30pm.
Contact www. belvederejazz.co.uk. Email:
belvederejazz@gmail.com or tel 07850 607075
Wednesday 18th September Ray Gelato &
The Giants - £17.50 - 8.00-10.30pm.
Wednesday 25th September Jonathan
Vinten Trio, 8.00-10.30pm.
Wednesday 2nd October Blue Harlem - £15
- 8.00-10.30pm.
Wednesday 9th October Celebrating Hoagy
Carmichael - Chris Ingham Qrt. 8.00-10.30pm

Chelmsford Jazz Club
Cramphorn Theatre, Chelmsford, Doors open
11.45am Gig starts 12.15pm. Sunday 8th
September, Simon Spillett (sax), Ted Beament
(piano), Alec Dankworth (bass) and Winston
Clifford (drums) Contact 01245 606505, £12 /
£16 / £5 under 18s (unless otherwise stated)

Brentwood Organ and
Keyboard Club
Monday
23rd
September at 7.45 pm.
Mountnessing Village
Hall, CM15 0TD.
Performance by Chris
Stanbury. New members & visitors welcome.
Members £5, Visitors £7 please pay on
the door. Contact 01277 824380 or
www.organfax.co.uk/clubs/brentwood

Billericay & Basildon
Scottish Dancers
Meets on Tuesdays from
8.00-10.00pm in St Mary’s
Church Hall, The Triangle,
Langdon Hills. Scottish
Country Dancing offers fun
exercise in a friendly,
sociable, environment. Experienced or novice
dancers welcome. Tuition given. You do not
need a partner. Bring flat shoes & soft drink.
First night free then £3.00 per night. Contact:
01277 623708

Billericay Folk
Dance Club
Meets every Tuesday 8.0010.00pm (except 2nd Tuesday
of the month) in the WI Hall in St Ediths Lane.
Refreshments included. You do not need a
partner. Contact Helen 01268 541059.

Billericay Methodist Church
Charity Lunch at
Billericay Methodist
Church, Western
Road on Saturday
14th September 12.30-1.30pm. Snack lunch
and drink for only £4.50. This month we are
supporting the Whitechapel Mission, a charity
serving the homeless and marginalised,
including a day centre, skills training and career
advice. Contact 01277 622297.

The Unpackaged
Pantry
Every 2nd and 4th Friday of the
month, (except 11/10) The
Reading Rooms, Billericay
High St. Bring your own
containers to fill with loose, store-cupboard
foods. See Facebook page or contact
theunpackagedpantry@mail.com.

Meets fortnightly on Mondays
in Billericay. A small self run
and funding social group for
singles over 50, who are
single, divorced or widowed.
A friendly group with varied events e.g. socials,
meals out, theatre trips, short walks, Christmas
meal & Summer Ball. Contact 07922 415298.

The Billericay Ladies
Probus Club
Meets for lunch at 12.00 on the
second Monday of each month
at Mount Avenue Banqueting
Suite, Hutton. Lunch is served
followed by a speaker. We also
have coach trips, and coffee mornings. New
members are always welcome. Contact
stephanie4probus@gmail.com

Basildon & Billericay U3A
Meets 4th Friday of
the month at the
Canon
Roche
Centre (behind the
Catholic Church) Laindon Road, Billericay, 2.304.00pm. Members free, Guests £2. Limited
parking. Telephone 07960 654707. Email
Membershipu3a18@gmail.com or visit
http://u3asites.org.uk/bb

Billericay Twins Club

Meets every Monday in term time at Christ
Church Hall, Perry St, Billericay from 10:3012pm. £4.50 per family includes coffee for
parents and snack time for children. A fun
nursery group for babies and pre-school twins
and multiples (siblings welcome). More
information at www.billericaytwins.co.uk

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Open Day Sunday 6th
October – 1.00-5.00pm.
Parking available on-site,
with disabled access, and
dogs welcome on a lead. Admission Adults £4,
Children £2. Bouncy castles, children’s
entertainer, live music from Midnite Blu,
refreshments, stalls, tombola & raffle.
Contact 01277 356191 or book online at
www.remussanctury.org.

To advertise
your event here
please email
resident@bdra.org
• • • • •
Deadline is
15th September for
events between
10th October and
9th November

MONEY
Tracker Funds
ith Neil Woodford’s issues
being the focus of much
media comment over the last
month or so, a lot of attention has
been paid to cheap “tracker” funds.

W

The basic argument is why pay someone say
0.8% p.a. (£80 on £10,000) to run a fund when
you can invest in a “tracker” for say 0.08% p.a.
(£8 on £10,000)
The whole point of paying more for something
is you hope to do better than the cheaper
option.
The one advantage of investing in a “tracker”
fund is it’s cheap, its run by computer, there is

no human intervention.
The big drawback is there is no human
intervention!
A tracker fund will go up and down in value in
line with the index it tracks. Take a FTSE 100
tracker for example, (Financial Times Stock
Exchange 100 index,) the 100 biggest
companies in the UK by value. It is made up of
names you will recognise like HSBC,
AstraZeneca and lots and lots of others.
However, investing in a tracker fund means you
automatically invest in every company in the
index you are tracking even if they are
performing very badly.

M AT T E R S
What a fund manager investing actively in the
FTSE 100 tries to do is invest in the companies
he/she believes will do well in future and avoid
those they believe will do badly and lose
money. That means research, which costs,
actively buying and selling at appropriate
times, which costs, paying their salary and
staff, which costs, hence running an active
“managed” fund is far more expensive than a
“tracker”.
Can active management make a
difference? Over the last five years
£10,000 in a UK tracker fund would,
after charges, have returned around
£13,480. The top performing UK
managed fund would have returned over
£20,000. It is clearly worth an extra
(£80-£8 = £72 a year x 5 i.e.) £360 in
fees to earn an extra £7,500.

Conversely the worst UK managed fund would
have fallen in value by £1,240 and would
clearly not have been worth an extra £360 in
fees!
One of the “key” points of investing money is
“not having all your eggs in one basket” so
anyone exclusively investing in one index or
one fund is running a huge risk in our view.
We like most IFA’s build investment and
pension portfolios for clients, and it makes no
difference to our costs if we use actively
managed funds or trackers. We monitor fund
managers performance regularly to try and get
the best returns and use “trackers” where
appropriate.

There is no substitute for a properly
constructed portfolio of investments,
see your IFA.

Independent Financial Advice Centre
Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ
Authorised and Regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority

www.impartialadviser.com

Divorce myth: Obtaining a quickie divorce

What’s my next step in getting a
divorce?

he divorce rate among celebrities
is almost double that of the
general UK population. Every
week brings news that another
celebrity couple has obtained a
quickie divorce, where years or even
decades of marriage are ended in a
matter of seconds.

T

So how do I get a divorce?
Unless you have already been separated for at
least 2 years, you will only be able to get a
divorce if you can successfully prove that your
marriage has broken down and is past the point
of repair. Reasons include accusing your
partner of either behaving unreasonably or
committing adultery.

Your next step should be to talk to a solicitor.
Separating and getting divorced is one of the
biggest things people do, so it is absolutely
vital to get proper advice before you make a
decision that could have a lifelong effect. We
offer a free 15 minute telephone call with one of
our lawyers and will then look to help you to
understand exactly where you stand on a
variety of difference issues.

Are quickie divorces only for
celebrities?
There is no such thing as a quickie divorce. What
the press is reporting is one particular stage in a
divorce where the court makes a public
announcement that the couple is entitled to a
divorce. It is known as the ‘decree nisi stage’ and
usually comes after months of previous work.

The government is thinking about changing this
so that divorce is available on demand, but
unless and until they do, you still need to find
some fault in order to persuade the judge to
allow you to divorce.
How long does a divorce actually take?
A divorce usually takes longer than it should! It

used to be accepted by most solicitors that the
average length of time to obtain a divorce
would be between 4 and 6 months. The
Ministry of Justice has just published figures
suggesting that the average time is now over a
year, mainly because of the tremendous delays
in the court’s own system.
Is it always a good idea to get a divorce
as quickly as possible?
When trying to get a divorce quickly, there are
lots of other things to take into account. There
are cases when it is a good strategy to delay a
divorce and there are plenty of couples who
have separated but who decide not to get
divorced yet – again for a variety of reasons.

If you would like to set up
an initial conversation,
then please contact me at our
Basildon office on
01268 824938
or alternatively you can email me at
muntech.kaur@birkettlong.co.uk

we’re
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JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
01268 824924
www.birkettlong.co.uk
Basildon Chelmsford Colchester
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s we move into September, with the end of
summer coming around, we look back on
some of the summer’s achievements at the
park. Another successful Jazz in the Park was
enjoyed by hundreds of people, who came with
picnics and chairs to enjoy the afternoon’s
entertainment.

The Flower Meadow has been
a sea of blue, different to other
years, but a calm and beautiful
walk on a warm summer’s day.

find out about the lake and the
History of Lake Meadows at a
talk on Wednesday September
4th at 7.30pm. Booking
essential through our website

The newly sown conservation
area has brought excitement
to the small team of ecology
volunteers amongst the
Friends. In July, over 30
different species of wild
flowers were found and
hopefully these will spread
during coming years.

www.lakemeadows.org.uk

Have you often wondered
‘Who Dug the Lake?’ Come an

To conclude the summer, the
Friends will be holding their
AGM with a free talk about
Bees. Everyone is welcome
to come along on Thursday
September 26th at 7.45pm
at Christ Church Hall, Perry
Street. Come and find out how
we can all encourage bees in
our gardens.

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:

The Flower Meadow

O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

y Free estimates and advice

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed
y Part P registered

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

For anything Electrical call Mick on
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk
6

Jazz in
the Park
2019

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Reports & Surveys

Tel: 01277 653587 Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com
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Committee Focus
Volunteers
There are so many opportunities
for you to contribute to the
success of your Residents’
A s s o c i a t i o n . We a r e s t i l l
looking for people to join the
monitoring groups for when
development starts. We have
18 people so far. Now the
Examination in Public has been
delayed we will be in touch with
you after that event.
Last month I outlined the
editor’s role and am sure there
is someone who is thinking
this could be me. Do get in
touch as it is a very worthwhile
job which involves you in
the community. Usual contact
resident@bdra.org
If you live in South West
Billericay
and
could
occasionally fill in for a road rep
on holiday then Sheila Pullin
would love to hear from you.
Telephone: 01277 657776.

Swimming Pool
Work started on the Pool at the

end of June and is scheduled
for 10-12 weeks. First strokes
will be holding an Open day the
week before they officially open.

New Police Initiative
We are pleased to see that 2
community police officers have
been allocated to Billericay and
have been seen in the High
Street by one of our residents.
From the Essex police website
the information says that
Community issues are at the
forefront of the Town Centre
Teams’ priorities, including
crime against local businesses,
drug dealing, antisocial
behaviour in town centres, and
ensuring that clubs, bars and
pubs adhere to their licencing
agreements.

Library Consultation
Outcome
Essex County Council has now
agreed its Future Library
Services Strategy 2019-2024.
As you are probably aware, it

has made significant changes
to its original plans and is now
committed to not closing any
libraries over the next 5 years. It
is vital we use our library as it
could be at risk.

“Help us to help you”

MAYFLOWER

Mayflower 2020
There is a draft programme of
events which is filling out nicely.
There is still plenty of
opportunity for groups to put
on an event to link with this
historic year.

A plea from Julian
Whybra
When I spoke at the BDRA’s
AGM recently on the subject of
the Mayflower and the Pilgrim
Fathers there was a lady in
the audience – one of your
members – who told me she
was a descendant of Miles
Standish, one of the
passengers. She had just
moved here from Wigan. I didn’t
take a note of her name but

would very much like to get in
contact with her re Billericay’s
commemorative events in 2020.
If she’s reading this can she
please get in touch with me via
the BDRA e-mail address?
resident@bdra.org

Billericay High Street
Car Park
It has been noted that in
September Basildon Council
are going to consider some
changes including a 30 minute
free period and remarking to
make larger bays.

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs
We are a family run general building
company who takes pride in our
standard of work and we treat
every home we work in as if it
were our own.
Telephone 01277 610015
E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

Floors, walls and bathrooms.
For a good as new look –
grout revival and silicone renewal.
Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin

01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating
Paper stripping, Paper hanging,
Painting
References and
Portfolio Upon Request
Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates
and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

TOP TO BOTTOM ROOFING
Established Since 1976

Domestic & Commercial Roofi
Roofing
ng Services
Slate house signs made to
measure.
Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.
Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

• Slating & Tiling Specialists
• High/Low Level Pointing
• Chimney Renewals/Repairs
• Roof Lights/uPVC Roof Lining
CAL FOR
OR FREE
FRE ADVICE
ADVIC
VICE
E & ESTIMATES
ESTIMATE
TES
CALL

BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com

Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

www.foxpath.co.uk

F.A.Ingram
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Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery
Advanced City & Guilds qualified
From skirting to loft conversions
Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Equity Release Specialist
Offering a whole of market service to
homeowners over the age of 55+
Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to
remain living in it independently for longer
• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages
or credit cards
• Providing financial assistance to your children
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can
affect your eligibility for means tested benefits
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority
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Almshouse vacancy Immediately available
No 2 Petre Place, Little Burstead.
• Bungalow with own garden & parking space
• Double bedroom, wet room, lounge, fitted kitchen
• Modest rent, conditions apply

Contact: 01277 654501

A J Turner
Paving Specialist
WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Brick drives • Tarmacadam
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios
Turfing • Brick work • Fencing
For all your outside work call Jay on

Conveyancing

01277 375901 or 07887 523455

(Residential/Commercial)

Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

Personal Injury
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law
Family Law
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients
(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
Notary Public now available!
100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596
e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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S & D BANKS Ltd
• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires
• Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil
• Part P qualified

(All work guaranteed - fully insured)

Billericay 630236

Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

228512

夝 Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £65 incl.
夝 Boiler Service from £55 incl.
夝 Power Flushing from £285 incl.

APPROVED

email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com

www.sdbanksplumbing.com

25 years in the trade

F. E. FARRER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860
Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages
Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

TLC Bathrooms
Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants
Call us today for a FREE quote!

33 High Street

246 Hutton Road

Billericay

Shenfield

Steve Reader – based in Billericay

01277 622944

01277 216030

stevereader@aol.com www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

LOCAL PLASTERER

Computer Problems?

General Plastering
Artex back to smooth

Call Graeme
Mob: 07930 364291
Tel: 01277 654086

Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put
up with expensive call out charges.
Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat
Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

516031

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE
BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS
POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

To advertise here
Pease contact Chris at:
resident@bdra.org

Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838
James Birch 07786 321330
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Feedback from the workshop on a Masterplan for SW Billericay

O

n Thursday 11 July representatives from the BDRA
and BAG, as well as other representative bodies in
Billericay, attended a consultation workshop with
Feria Urbanism as commissioned by the developers
aligned to the four sites earmarked in the submitted Local
Plan for south west Billericay.

By way of providing some history, theses sites have been proposed as
a cohesive block of 1,700 houses, linked by a new road, making up the
bulk of the c.2,700 dwellings targeted for Billericay as a whole. The
council has made it clear that these sites must come under a single
Masterplan. This is important considering the scale of development
and the infrastructure the high number of new, plus existing, residents
will demand.
Summary of key points from the workshop;
1. Event was based upon the premise that the 4 sites in the SW of
Billericay go ahead.
2. We stated our view that it was premature to be considering design
and planning at this stage as the Local Plan is not yet approved
and we don't have a date for the Examination in Public (EiP).

There remain considerable discrepancies between government
minister’s words and the deeds of their officials.
9. Feria seemed surprised at the lack of associated infrastructure in
the submitted Local Plan for the 4 sites and elsewhere in Billericay..
10. A council officer claimed that when the individual Planning
Applications for the 4 sites are submitted they would not be
considered in isolation, although we have yet to be convinced this
is allowable, or will be seen as desirable by Basildon Council. The
Masterplan concept may just be a way to bring the disparate
developer views under what appears to be an harmonious
umbrella.
11. We stressed the need for the initial builds to be of truly affordable
houses for local people preceded by the necessary infrastructure.
The council representative at the workshop claimed that the latest
NPPF limited the opportunity for developers to claim viability
concerns as an excuse for not meeting such requirements, but
there is no evidence to prove this will work and it relies heavily upon
councils willingness to take on developers.
12. We also stressed the likely direct impact upon Mountnessing Road
(especially the railway bridge) of these 4 sites and the associated
roads.

3. We stressed that our attendance did not imply acceptance or
endorsement of the Local Plan and we would continue to fight.
Feria acknowledge this.

13. Feria supported the view that destroying existing features of a site
to make development easy and then constructing replacements
was not an appropriate or satisfactory approach e.g. trees and
hedgerows.

4. We reiterated our view that some sustainable development was
appropriate and identified our Four Firsts Charter as the
fundamental basis for any development around Billericay;
Infrastructure First, Local First, Affordable First and Environment
First.

14. However, it was claimed that Basildon Council can only process 1
Tree Protection Order (TPO) per month due to resource constraints
so getting wide protection in place ahead of development is
limited.

5. The opening slides presented by Feria clearly demonstrated that
the historical expansion of Billericay over 100 years or so had
resulted in a situation where any further rapid and extensive growth
would require considerable infrastructure enhancement across the
town.
6. Although not an official position, the idea that a road through the 4
sites might provide congestion relief for Sun Corner now seems to
have been discarded. The road will merely provide access to the
sites, although is likely to become a rat run. However, it is not
impossible that at the EiP there will be attempts to resurrect, what
we believe to be false, ‘relief’ benefits.
7. We highlighted concerns about the impact the 4 sites and
associated road would have on the rest of Billericay, not just the
area they occupy. Especially as the workshop highlighted that all
key services are some distance from the sites i.e. station, shops,
schools and health facilities.
8. It seems that the developer community now regards Green Belt
as a disposable commodity, presumably based upon the
acquiescence of councils to their and the Government’s pressure.

15. The Feria leader supported the view that volume building does not
lead to reduced house prices and gave an example of where this
had happened, and houses remained unsold. The implication for
us is potentially 12 year+ building sites around Billericay with a
slow 50 dwellings per year build out.
16. We offered Queens Park as an example of an acceptable
development model in terms of density, housing mix, integral
infrastructure and landscaping/open spaces.
17. We suggested that based upon the current draft Local Plan we
expect/fear cramped, shoddy built housing aimed at incoming
commuters. Council and developers complicit to maximise profits
and minimise public expenditure with little concern for the
development of real communities. Little concern for the
environment and an overall deterioration in the quality of life for new
and existing residents.
We understand that the output from the workshops (3 were held on the
same day) will be used to formulate the Masterplan for south west
Billericay and will be presented to residents later this year for comment.
We will provide more information as soon as we have it.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Billericay District Residents’ Association
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝 COACH TRIPS
夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝夝
Please note that all payments should be made as soon as
possible and sent to the person named on the trip
advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA
and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.
Departure points for all trips: GG – Gooseberry Green, bus
stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching
Stock Road, LR – Laindon Road, bus stop between Sun
Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus
stop to Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

THURSDAY 9TH JANUARY 2020 – GOLDILOCKS AND THE THREE
BEARS PANTOMIME AT THE LONDON PALLADIUM – DRESS
CIRCLE SEATS FOR THE MATINEE PERFORMANCE

After lunch, we visit Angels Costumes for our tour of their extensive
costume collection.

Ring soon to secure seats for this festive extravaganza.
Not to be missed.
Goldilocks and The Three Bears marks the venues fourth consecutive
Christmas Pantomime, and we have secured Dress Circle tickets. This
festive extravaganza is packed with riotous comedy routines, special
effects, hair raising stunts, international circus acts and an all star cast
including Paul 0’Grady, who rejoins Palladium favourites Julian Clary,
Nigel Havers, Gary Wilmot and Paul Zerdin, alongside Matt Baker.
Cost: Coach and Theatre Ticket £54.70
Depart: GG 10.15am. OA 10.20am. LR 10.30am. SG 10.35. Back in
Billericay approximately 7.00pm.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

Yvonne and Kathleen are looking forward to seeing you on the day. Here is a
reminder of the pick up times.
Emergency mobile for use on the day only is 07518 122647. Please put it
in your contacts.
Depart: GG 8.15am OA 8.20am LR 8.30am, SG 8.35am. Back in Billericay
approximately 5.00pm.

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342
夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

夝

Cost: Coach, Temple, Lunch and Angels Tour £51.50
Depart: GG 7.45am. OA 7.50am. LR 8.00am. SG 8.05am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.30pm.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560
夝
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TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER – HINDU TEMPLE NEASDEN – LUNCH – A
TOUR OF ANGELS COSTUMES, THE WORLD’S LARGEST
THEATRICAL COSTUME HOUSE
A must for lovers of film and theatre
A visit to BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir, A masterpiece of Indian design
and workmanship in the heart of London is a wonderful experience. You
can marvel at the intricate marble and wood carvings and experience a
traditional Hindu prayer ceremony.
Then to Grims Dyke hotel for a two course lunch. The building, now a popular

夝

夝

NEW

This hugely popular fair is now in its 8th year and is acknowledged as one of
East Anglia's exceptional shopping experiences. Over 150 stalls will be
exhibiting all inside the cathedral along with the food hall offering its usual
array of edible delights. Food and drink is available to buy in the heated
marquee.
Cost: £18.50 which includes coach and entry to the cathedral and fair.
Depart: GG 8.45am. OA 8.50am. LR 9am. SG 9.05am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.00pm.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Tuesday 10th September

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342
夝

夝

夝

THURSDAY 14 NOVEMBER – ELY CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS
GIFT AND FOOD FAIR

MONDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER AND MONDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER –
LEE VALLEY CRUISE WITH FISH AND CHIP LUNCH AND VAN HAGE
GARDEN CENTRE

夝

We will be guided around all Angels departments including, tailoring, ladies
making alterations, uniform, badge room and warehouse. You’ll hear firsthand accounts of working on the biggest productions, Shakespeare in
Love, Downton Abbey, Game of Thrones to name a few.

TH

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone. CM4 9PW.
Telephone: 01277 840560
夝

hotel was once the home of Sir William Gilbert of Gilbert and Sullivan.
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SUNDAY 8 DECEMBER – EXPERIENCE THE DELIGHTS OF POLHILL
Sample the delights of Kent's best known garden centre. The centre contains
a wide range of departments and an in store restaurant. Come and see all
the lovely and exciting Christmas displays.
Cost: £13.00

NEW

Depart: GG 9.00am. OA 9.05am. LR 9.15am. SG 9.20am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.00pm.

Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Wednesday 11th September

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.
Telephone: 01277 622342

For your information our coach organisers Kathleen and Yvonne have a mobile for use on the day of a trip only. The number is 07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.
If concession prices are quoted (ie seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made
to resell your seats, however if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org.

Join the BDRA
Receive 10 copies of the Resident, keep up to date with residents’ issues, events, useful info, advertisers offering services you may need,
coach trips and area committees working on your behalf. Be part of an Association which has served residents for 92 years.

Telephone: 01277 632390

Email: resident@bdra.org

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association
Editor: Chris Wade Tel: 01277 632390. Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT. Telephone: 01277 658090. Email printing@acorspress.co.uk
BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

