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Can you help?
Road reps needed for the
following rounds
Abbey Road and Romney Road  (23 houses)

Please contact Sheila Pullin on 01277
657776 if you can help

Round E37A  Balmoral Close
Round  E21 Langemore Way, Prower 
Close, Martin Close
East Area / Round 35 Oakwood 
Farm Close / Oakwood Farm Road

Please contact Mark Hayes on
01277 630170 or markhayes001
@sky.com if you can help. 

We are very pleased to be able to produce this month’s
Resident Magazine and hope that barring any changes
from Government we will be able go back to normal in

respect of future issues of your Magazine. 
The Chairman in his 2020 Report
mentioned our inability to hold the
Annual General Meeting last year due
to the Lockdown. We are planning to
hold an Executive Committee meeting
in May when a decision on a dual
2020/2021 AGM will be made. It is
likely to be in August and we will keep
members informed in future issues of
the Resident and also on the website.
At our last face to face meeting of the
Executive Committee on 1 October
2020 it was decided that members
who had paid their subscription in
2020 would not be asked to pay again
in 2021, effectively giving 2 years

Local Plan Update

We still have no date for the next
stage of the formal plan meeting in
public of the Local Plan process, the
Examination in Public.  However, we
have now seen the first signs of
activity from the Planning Inspector
assigned to our Local Plan, Paul
Griffiths.  In late 2020 he wrote to
Basildon Council with 10 initial
questions and in January of this year
they responded.  The full set of
questions and responses are on the
Billericay Action Group website,
www.billericayactiongroup.org.uk. 

It would be wrong to read too much
into either the questions or answers
but they do show that the Inspector is
aware of the significant Green Belt
loss implied for Billericay if the Plan is
adopted without change and the
Council continues to argue that it can
only meet housing numbers if it
releases land from the Green Belt.  

In our view there remains little
correlation between local housing
need, site selection and site

sustainability.  It seems the Council
are not considering any reduction in
housing numbers to minimise Green
Belt loss and their view remains that
the numbers come first and the rest is
for their convenience

We have become aware of several
instances where Basildon Council
have proposed changes to the draft
Local Plan and sought to introduce
new ‘evidence’.  So far none of these
has directly affected Billericay but we
have written to Mr Griffiths to express
our concerns and highlight the
apparent lack of transparency.

Residents may be aware of instances
where developers have submitted
Planning Applications for sites in
which they already have interests
which are in the draft Local Plan, or
raised expectations of previously un-
notified developments in proposed
Local Plan sites.  We can only
speculate on their motives.  However,
we would point out that all the sites
proposed for development around
Billericay are currently in the Green
Belt and can only be recategorised

and made available for development
if included in the Local Plan adopted
at the end of the current review
process, which we continue to
challenge.

subscription for the price of one.
Those whose 2020 subscriptions had
not yet been collected will be
approached from July onwards,
assuming regulations allow, to
complete the 2020/2021 subscription
round.

We are as always very appreciative of
our many Road Rep. Volunteers.
There are some rounds shown
elsewhere in the Magazine that
require help if anybody wants a little
exercise and would like to volunteer.

Executive Committee members have

kept in touch by email and phone
during the Lockdown and have
managed to deal with a variety of
queries from members.

We have had some contact from
members regarding the increase in
Litter during Lockdown and some have
taken responsibility when out walking
to collect any litter that they see and
have been amazed at the amount that
they have collected. Others have just
been ensuring that the area around
their own property is kept tidy and
this latter idea is probably being
undertaken by many others. 

It is extremely pleasing to note the
number of people during this
Lockdown who have both locally and
nationally stepped forward to
volunteer to undertake a myriad of
tasks to help in their community. It will
be recalled that in the last issue of the
Resident Magazine, the Chairman
made an appeal for younger people
to become involved in the BDRA both
at the grass roots, and in the local
Area Committees and the Executive
Committee. Whilst he has received
contact from a couple of people, if the
BDRA is to continue, there is still the
need for more and he would be keen
to hear from anybody who would like
further information. Likewise we are
always looking for Road reps. to
deliver the Magazine with current
vacancies being shown on this page.
We would also like to build up a list of
Volunteers willing to go on a list to fill
in on a temporary basis. Please do
email him at chairman@bdra.org

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT

We are taking this opportunity to remind all our members of the BDRA
website – www.bdra.org which in these difficult times is a means of
communicating with everybody, particularly if we are unable to produce
the Magazine. We would also welcome comments/suggestions or items
that you would like to see in the Magazin      e and any areas of concern that
members may have. If you would like to contact us please email
resident@bdra.org or chairman@bdra.org
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THE COACH & HORSESTHE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU  01277 622873

The Home of Quality Real Ale 
& Traditional Pub Food
� � � � �

BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!

Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
� � � � �

Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will 

Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973     Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk

Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

Reg Charity Number: 289466

Disbelief, fear, numbness, guilt, anxiety are
just some of the emotions a parent can
experience after losing a child. 

‘Gone Too Soon’ is an Essex
based bereavement support
group for Parents who have
lost a Son or Daughter of
any age, in whatever
circumstances and if recent
or a while ago.

The group was launched in
July 2017 by Lyn Wilson as
she wanted to make contact
and talk to other parents who
were in a similar situation and
had also lost children.  She
had lost her son, Tony in April
2015.   He was 35 years old
and died as a result of a brain
tumour. 

Monthly meetings take place
from June 2021 in The
Chantry Centre, Chantry Way,
Billericay from 7.00pm –
9.00pm.  Prior to new parents

coming to the meeting, Lyn
encourages them to give her
a call and she is happy to
meet up on a one-to-one
basis to introduce herself as
she knows how daunting it
can be to walk into a room full
of strangers and share
something so personal.

The aim is to keep the
meetings interesting and
informative so during the
sessions, different wellbeing
activities and speakers are
being introduced i.e. Tai Chi,
meditation, complementary
therapy, etc. to try to help
release stress, anxiety, panic
attacks, frustration and all the
numerous emotions that are
combined with bereavement.
Separate meetings are also
held 2-3 times a year for the

opportunity of siblings to meet
up and attend.  

There is a bond between
parents who have lost a child
and talking to someone who
can relate and understand the
feelings helps you to realise
you are not alone as it can
be a very isolating place to
be.   The death of  a  child
is probably the most

devastating experience any
parent will go through and it is
not something you get over –
but in time you can come to
manage it.

Parents are given a warm and
friendly welcome in a safe
environment.  Refreshments
are  prov ided and the
environment is made to feel
very informal with the option
to ‘drop in’ to meetings as and
when its needed.

Gone Too Soon 

For more information and a chat, give Lyn a call on
07387 805406 or email lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk

Or visit www.gonetoosoon.online
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Dear Editor...
The following attachment appeared in the Billerica
Minuteman in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts on
the 15/10/20.  I thought your readers might be
interested in it.

Regards,

Anthony Knight

SUBMISSION TO The Minuteman
The room in which I write has a view to the right of
ancient woodland where the remaining rebels of the
Peasant’s Revolt were dispersed by Thomas of
Woodstock in 1381; to the left is the High Street of my
home town which runs along a ridge where Christopher
Martin, Victualler to the Mayflower, would stride to
church every Sunday with a bible under his arm.
(Billericay, Essex, is twinned with Billerica in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts). At the end of the
road is the Old Burial Ground for Dissenters which I’ve
taken under my wing as an unofficial monitor. Some
fellow Non-Conformists of those laid here escaped to the
New World in order to worship freely. Perhaps, someday,
I’ll write a reply to Robert Lowell’s The Quaker
Graveyard in Nantucket.

I was hoping to visit you this year in order to celebrate
the landing of the Pilgrims in 1620. Alas, a pestilence
wider than the Atlantic intervened. Instead, I have
written a sonnet from an imaginary trip. If my old Ahab-
bones are still around when the pandemic ends and
haven’t been swallowed by the white whale of fate, I’ll
try to get across at a happier time.

INDIAN SUMMER
A Twin Town in New England

They almost share a name, your town and mine.

We almost share a language. Even wars

Between us couldn’t water down the wine

Because our pooled ideals maintain a clause

Contracting us to winning harmony

(More or less most times) when chips are down.

I drive away from where you dumped the tea

Passed names I’d find at home. The joint renown

Shares maps with places picked by missing tongues

Where those here first, now gone, opposed the spread

Of pioneers as cultures clashed. The wrongs

Committed either way don’t move the dead.

I pass through woods in major keys and minor

With Autumn/Fall on song and nothing finer.

Anthony Knight,

Billericay,

Essex,

England.

Dear Joyce Reynolds,
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An event listing must have the following details: Date, Time, Location, Contact person’s telephone number, email and can have website. Priority is given to Billericay and District events. 
Groups programme details are encouraged. It is the responsibility of the group to send in changes and renew annually. 

Events

To advertise 
your event here

please email
resident@bdra.org   

• • • • •

Deadline is 
10th May for 

events between 
10th June

and 
9th July 2021

min donation: £2.00. Contact
.0007967 851521; email
caroleshorney@hotmail.com

Billericay Bowling Club
B i l l e r i c a y
Bowling Club
are looking
forward to
playing bowls

again this year and are holding an
Open Day on Sunday 30th May
between 10.00am-3.00pm at their
green in Lake Meadows Park plus 4
free further coaching sessions. Flat
soled trainers or shoes are the only
requirement. 

Our summer season outdoors starts
on 1st May until 30th September and
bowling is available every day. Club
morning is every Thursday, Ladies,
Mens and Mixed leagues run
throughout the season and Friendly
matches – usually Mixed Teams are
also played during the summer. We
also play indoor invitation games at
local bowling clubs from October to
April. After you join each new member
is allocated a ‘buddy’ to guide them
through the early days and coaching
by qualified coaches is always
available on a one to one basis.

The day will comply with Govt and
Bowls England Covid guidelines. For
Track and Trace purposes a time slot
will have to be pre-booked in advance
by contacting Jenny on 07941 977338
or Brian on 07747 841611. 
Further info at www.billericaybowling
club.co.uk

Emmanuel Church
THE END IS Nigh!
The Rev Paul Carr is
pleased to announce
the church will be re-
open for public
worship from

Sunday 18th April 2021 for 8.30
and 10.30am services.  They are
limited to 80 attendees and to comply
with test and trace you need to
book in advance via the website
www.emmanuel-church.info

GIG IN THE GARDEN 2021 The
tenth annual Gig in the Garden takes
place on Sunday 11th July. Three
fabulous artists to enjoy with a mixture
of Americana/Country, Folk/Blues,
Swing/Jazz/Reggae and classic songs.
There will be a reduced number of
people in attendance as we seek to
follow government guidelines which
may still be in place in July.

THE PANTALOONS: PRIDE &
PREJUDICE The marvellous,
madcap and crazily inventive
Pantaloons Theatre Company back to
Billericay to perform their own twist on
the Jane Austen classic ‘Pride &
Prejudice’ in the Rectory Garden on
Sunday 1st August. There will be a

reduced number of people in
attendance as we seek to follow
government guidelines which may still
be in place in August.

Billericay Foodbank
The Billericay
Foodbank was
established in 2018
and has now moved
to our main

premises at 8-10 High Street, Billericay.
If you are passing  please feel free to
drop in with a bag of food and or just
to say hello! If you are in need or know
someone who needs help please email
us at info@billericayfoodbank.org.uk or
tel 07707466262. We deliver food
supplies on Thursday afternoons, but
may be able to help outside of these
times. Please note: We are continuing
to receive donations at St John’s on
Tuesday afternoons between 2.00-
4.00pm. If you prefer to make a
financial donation. Please email
info@billericayfoodbank .org.uk

‘Gone Too Soon’ 
Bereavement
support group
for Parents
who have lost a Son or Daughter of any
age, in any circumstances and if recent

or a while ago. Come along and meet
other parents who can relate to how
you feel after the loss of a Child.  You
will be given a warm and friendly
welcome in a  sa fe  envi ronment .
Contact Lyn on 07387 805406 or
email lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk.
www.gonetoosoon.online

Billericay Mayflower 
Rotary Club 

Great news!!
“Summerfest” at Sun
Corner will take
place on Sunday
8th August. There

may still be regulations, but our
classic car show and stage acts are
back. A terrific day out with the family
and a great opportunity to support an
extremely worthwhile community
event, with 100% of any surplus made
going directly to Rotary charities.
https://www.billericaysummerfest.com
https://www.facebook.com/billericaym
ayflower/ 

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Remus Open
Days take place
on the first
Sunday of each

month from 1.00-5.00pm from May
through to October. The date of the first
event is scheduled for Sunday 2nd
May subject to Covid restrictions. 
For more info contact website:
w w w . r e m u s s a n c t u a r y . o r g ,
Instagram.com/remushorsesanctuary
Facebook: facebook.com/Remuse
HorseSanctuary

SE Essex Organic 
Gardeners

The next
group meeting
will be on
Monday 17
May, 19:30

for 20:00. ’My organic allotment
journey', a 'Zoom' presentation by
Chris Collins. Former BBC Blue Peter
Gardener and Head Gardener at
Westminster Abbey, Chris joined
Garden Organic as Head of Organic
Horticulture in 2016. He took over a
completely overgrown space three
years ago and he's got it up and
running using only organic principles.
Last summer it was producing a
shopping bag of food every day, so the
talk is full of tips and tricks. Suggested

We’d love to hear from all our clubs and societies to
know if they have any plans for the remainder of the
year. Simply email us at resident@bdra.org if you

would like us to include an update for your club in the
Summer/Autumn edition of this magazine and perhaps
information for interested residents wondering how to get in
touch for when you restart. 

The Events page is dedicated to the charities, clubs and
societies that are “Not for profit” and exist purely for the
residents for the town, however if you are a preschool or
school having fund raiser of any type we would also be happy
to advertise your event here.



Independent Financial Advice Centre

Authorised and Regulated by

the Financial Conduct Authority

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ

www.impartialadviser.com

Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

Incorporating E. Edwards Son & Noice
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (No. 488404)

JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK

01268 824924

www.birkettlong.co.uk

Basildon  Chelmsford  Colchester

Whether you need legal advice for your business or your family, we realise that you 

expect straightforward expertise from someone who knows their area of law inside out.  

And what’s more, at Birkett Long you can be sure that our lawyers will listen and care.  

It’s not just about knowing the law.

we’re on your side
ou need legal advicWhether y

e oe’rw
amour fs or your businesor ye f

our syon
out yealise thae rwily

side

wing thet about knos not jus’It

oett Lt Birk, aes mor’tAnd wha

xpertd earorwaightftrxpect se

ou need legal advicWhether y

edtegulauthorised and rA

.we la

wt our lae thaou can be surong y

s twom someone who knoise fr

amour fs or your businesor ye f

uthority (Ntion Aegulaors Ry the Solicitd b
dsardwting E. EaorporInc

.een and carters will lisyw

w inside out.ea of laheir ar

out yealise thae r, wily

. 488404)No
eSon & Noic

5

There are many ways crooks try
and steal your funds. 

The Inland Revenue will NOT phone you
and threaten jail if you do not pay your
tax bill immediately by credit card!

You have NOT won a foreign lottery you
never entered but to get the prize you
must send them money first!

There is NO such thing as a free pension
review!

These are all Crooks trying to steal your
money.

Seemingly innocent calls from Utility
Providers, Sky, BT or your Bank/
Building Society claiming there is a
problem with your account will be
scammers trying to steal your money.

A call telling you fraudulent activity has
been spotted on your account and
suggesting you need to move money to
“protect” your account is guaranteed to

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

phone if you do not have an alternative,
ring a friend or relative and see if you get
through. If you can’t the scammers are
still on your line.

If you are ever asked to withdraw funds,
send money to someone you do not
know, change accounts etc. always
speak to your friends or family before
doing anything unusual like this. The
scammers are so plausible which
makes it very hard not to believe what
you are being told but I assure you two
minds are better than one and a quick
chat could save you losing a lot of
money.

Telephone Scams be a fraud. No Bank would ever contact
you to do this, so the moment such a
thing is suggested, hang up.

A little “trick” they use to get you to
believe the call is genuine is to suggest
you hang up and call the number on
the back of your card or paperwork and
ask to be put through to “Mr Smith” in
the Fraud department. The scammer
then stays on the line so when you ring
out his associate “answers” your call
and “transfers” you back to the
scammer.

To prevent this simply use a different

“safety net”. We can also identify what are
the best funds to sell to raise the money.

Why do we want to know what you are
spending your money on?  An example
may explain.

Two weeks ago, a 90-year-old client rang
us asking for a withdrawal from his
investments of £12,000. It was his first
withdrawal in many years and as usual we
asked what the money was for. 

“It’s for building work”, he said, “started
off at £300 to fix the guttering and they
found all sorts of other problems and they
need £11,000 to fix the lot.”

Now that set alarm bells ringing, it
sounded like a classic “Builder Scam”

and we asked if his family knew about
this, to which he said no. We asked a few
more questions; who is the builder, has
he had alternative estimates, has he
received an estimate/invoice etc?

In brief, we then contacted his daughter
who knew nothing about it, and it was
indeed a scam. Sadly, because he did not
contact us first to ask where to raise the
funds, he had already issued cheques
from his deposit account and the money
and the builder had gone.

Your Independent Financial Adviser is not
being nosey or preventing you spending
your money however you wish, they are
trying to ensure your Portfolio remains in
good shape to achieve your objectives
and if possible, protect you from scams.

An existing client very kindly
introduced me to a friend who

wanted our advice on investing a
lump sum she had just received.
Partway through our conversation
she asked me why her friend told
her that whilst it was easy to invest
money via ourselves getting it back
sometimes meant a “third degree”
interrogation! I laughed; I knew
exactly what my existing client
meant. 

Let me firstly stress, we do not hold any of
our client’s money, they all have full
control and access to all their accounts at
all times.

When investing funds for clients, we
virtually always leave a significant amount
of funds in National Savings and/or
building society/bank accounts. Not for
growth or income but safety. Markets rise
and fall so having a “safety net” is
essential to avoid having to sell
investments when markets are down. 

All we ask is that when spending larger
amounts, clients contact us to establish
what funds to use. A new
car/kitchen/bathroom for example can
make a big “dent” in a portfolio so we
would like to ensure that after paying for
it, their portfolio still has a sufficient

MONEY MATTERS
Risk and Safety
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Reports & Surveys

• Dustless Sanding
• Spraying 
• Wallpaper Hanging 
• Interior & Exterior Decorating
• Residential & Commercial

07930 603915
dave@millerdecorating.info

millerdecorating
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What would we all have done during lockdown
without Lake Meadows to enjoy? For many
people, the park has been a life saver, bringing

opportunities for exercise and to refresh ourselves
mentally. Now it is at its best, with trees coming into leaf,
the gardens full of flowers, the lake sparkling and new life
enjoying the sunshine! We hope that everyone continues
to enjoy it and take care of it.

If you have valued the park
recently, we hope that you may
consider supporting the Friends by
becoming a member. Your £5
annual membership will help us to
improve the park by enabling us to
buy more plants and achieve new
projects. We have lots of new ideas
being planned!  We do not expect
anyone to do any volunteering, but
for those of you who would like to,
you could join our gardeners on a
Tuesday morning or help us in
several other ways.

Now that warmer weather is here,
the gardeners are back caring for
the gardens each week. They
enjoy keeping the weeds at bay
and planting new shrubs and
flowers for you to enjoy. Recently
they featured in a video made by
Basildon Borough Council to
promote volunteers and were
enthusiastic about the pleasure
that it gives them in looking after
the park, as well as the bonus of
meeting up with the friendly
crowd of like-minded gardeners.

Another way of helping us is to
join the Co-op, where we are one
of their selected local charities
this year in their Community
Fund. Register as a member in
one of our stores or on-line at
https://membership.coop.co.uk/c
auses/46853 Or, if you shop with
Amazon, then go for
Amazon.smile where a small
percentage of everything you
spend goes to your chosen
charity! Every penny helps!

Following the record number
o f  en t r ies  in  las t  year ’s
Lake Meadows Photographic

Competition, now is the ideal time
for taking photos in the park for
entry into this year’s competition.
Enjoy taking a look at all the
photos from last year’s winners
on our website, where you will
also find this year’s rules and
entry form.

Our  webs i te  g ives  more
information about membership,
volunteering, including gardening
and much more. Do get in touch
with us, via... 

www.lakemeadows.org.uk
or ring 7843 860135

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
y Free estimates and advice

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed

y Part P registered

For anything Electrical call Mick on 
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

Photo by Rachel Cocking

Celebrating Lake Meadows!
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We are a family run general building 
company who takes pride in our 
standard of work and we treat 
every home we work in as if it 
were our own.

Telephone 01277 610015 

E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs

Floors, walls and bathrooms.  
For a good as new look –

grout revival and silicone renewal.

Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin
01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Are you a long time Billericay resident who
visited the Cater Museum’s two headed lamb
when at school? 

Many did – and it’s one of our
most popular exhibits.  Not only
do we have parents bringing their
own children to be enthralled but
even grandparents introducing a
third generation!

Over 120 years ago a lamb with
two heads was born on a farm in
the Billericay area, dying at the
age o f  6  weeks .  I t  was
bequeathed to museum by the
daughter of Timothy Shipp who
was the town’s Veterinary
Surgeon at the time. 

Given its age the lamb had
become rather dishevelled and in

need of some loving restoration.

Organised by Cater Museum
volunteer Tanya Burrage, the
lamb was transported to Norwich
Castle Museum in October 2019
where expert natural history
curators started conservation
work restoring it to its former glory
as befits one of the ’star objects’
of The Cater Museum.

The first stage was to put the lamb
in a specialist conservation freezer
for 3 weeks. Many museum
objects are prone to insect attack
and one of the safest ways to halt
damage is to freeze at -30

The Return 
of the 

Two Headed Lamb
degrees to kill all stages of the
lifecycle of any pests – from egg
through to larvae and adult insect. 

Closer examination of the lamb
revealed dust and evidence of a
small amount of moth damage
but it was generally in good
condition for its age. The dust
was removed from the fleece by
light brushing before a thorough
process of “dry” wiping with
cosmetic sponges and gentler
brushing. The eyes and nose
were refreshed with moist cotton
wool; the casing thoroughly
cleaned, old paint and glue
removed.  

The lamb returned to Billericay in
early April 2021 where it awaits
the arrival of a specialist museum

cabinet purchased with a grant
from the Essex Locality Fund,
Displays aimed at both children
and adults will place it in its
Billericay context. We are
immensely grateful to Essex
County Councillor Dr Richard
Moore for supporting our grant
application which is being
used for some significant
refurbishment of rooms whilst the
museum has been closed. 

No pictures yet – the lamb is still
under wraps!!! 

However, if you’d like to be one of
the first to see the lamb please
consider supporting our charity
by becoming a Friend – see
catermuseum.co.uk/fotcm for
details.

The Cater Museum 

To advertise here
Please contact The Resident at:

resident@bdra.org



F.A.Ingram

Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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Funeral Directors
and Monumental
Stone Masons

Known for excellence, 
trusted for value

Brentwood Office :
Call 01277 887550 ( 24 hrs )
Billericay Office :
Call 01277 886933 ( 24 hrs )
www.bennettsfunerals.co.uk
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

All Aspects
Roofing

For all your roofing needs 
•

Established since 2001
•

Call for free advice and estimates

Telephone: 01277 724525
Mobile: 07973 344494

allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk
www.allaspectsroofing.org

Eco-friendly cleaning
and housekeeping

Regular cleaning

One off cleaning

Laundry

Bed making

Help with shopping

General household help

Ad hoc housekeeping

Our team of reliable and 
experienced housekeepers are fully
insured, DBS checked and trained to
clean effectively and efficiently using

eco-friendly products.

Our housekeepers work in teams of 
two or more for your security and 

peace of mind.

For a free, personalised quote, please 
call Amanda on 07470 904591 or email:
enquiries@serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

www.serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Serenity Housekeeping Ltd
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WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing 
(Residential/Commercial)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law

Family Law 
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients

(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
 Notary Public now available!

100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
    Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596

e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to 

remain living in it independently for longer  

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages 
or credit cards  

• Providing financial assistance to your children 
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can 

affect your eligibility for means tested benefits 
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Equity Release Specialist 
Offering a whole of market service to  

homeowners over the age of 55+

Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support

Professional Microsoft Certified Technician

10 years of experience providing IT solutions

Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456
andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Computer repairs 
& IT Support 

Janet Hibberd
Bespoke Florist
Specialising in creative
funeral flowers & tributes

� 01277 650276
� FlourishingFlowers.co.uk
� Facebook.com/flourishingflowers
� Janet.flourishingflowers@gmail.com
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F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

Computer Problems?
Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put 

up with expensive call out charges.

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat

Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS

POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE

James Birch 07786 321330
Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

228512

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd
� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £60 + VAT

� Boiler Service from £55 + VAT

� Power Flushing from £265 + VAT

LOCAL PLASTERER
All aspects of interior plastering

Call Graeme
Mobile: 07930 364291

Tel: 01277 654086

For Olive Trees
www.olivetreesandmore.co.uk

To advertise here
Please contact The Resident at:

resident@bdra.org
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Recently by chance, we learnt about such an apple tree from the Plymouth Tree Group who then
put us in touch with the tree nursery down in Tavistock Devon that had cultivated them.
They had produced forty trees that were mostly distributed in the Plymouth area for schools

and community groups to plant but luckily they still had a few left in stock. We then approached
our Town Council to see if we could plant two of these trees to further celebrate the 400th
anniversary of last year. 

Enthusiasm for the idea ensued and it was
agreed that the trees would be planted in
Festival Gardens where there is ample

space. The BTC were pleased to fund the
project. The Pilgrim 400 Apple is a maiden
tree that will produce a fruit that is round
and rosy, culinary and sweet as it matures.
It is known that apples formed an important
part of the early colonists’ diet. In 2017,
DNA tests confirmed that the tree was
unique and in 2018 the Pilgrim 400 Apple
was officially registered as a local cultivar
and has been provided with a Certificate
of Provenance. The idea was originally
born out of a conversation between a Celia
Steven of Plymouth, the granddaughter of
a nurseryman, and John Stirling of
Nottinghamshire a horticulturist. The two
metre high bronze sculpture of the
Mayflower and the Pilgrims is by John
Doubleday (the same artist who sculpted
the Lake Meadows “The Child in the Park”)
and is featured in the Jim Shields
Garden at the intersection of the High

Street and Western Road. Protocol dictated
that a BTC Councillor was unable to attend
because of the forthcoming May elections.
However, we were joined by Brian Hughes,
the Chairman of our town’s BMTA
Mayflower 2020 Committee, Julian

Whybra also of that Committee and wife
Pat. The photograph shows from left to
right, Nathan Hume, the BTW’s ecologist,
Julian, Pat, Brian and John Smart, the
Chairman of the BTW. Photograph by Neil
Sumner, BTW member and local naturalist.

What’s happening with
crime? The below shows
the changes in some of

the key crime rates in the
Billericay area over the last
12 months: 

Burglary (Residential) is down 31% 
Vehicle Crime is down 36% 
Bicycle Theft is down 50% 
Violent Crime (Resulting in injury)
is down 18% 

We are aware that the various lockdowns
and an increase in people working from
home has had a significant impact on
reducing most crime rates. As things
begin to return to normal we will ensure
we do all we can to tackle the crimes that
affect your community. 

Tackling Illegal Drug Activity – the
activities surrounding illegal drug use,
negatively impact our community for
many reasons. With drug misuse comes
violence and anti-social behaviour, we
also often see vulnerable people being
exploited by drug dealers. We know
this is an issue our community
wants us to focus on. 

Over the last year we have put more
officers into our local drug enforcement
teams and have asked all of our local
officers to be proactive in tackling this
issue. We have seen some very pleasing
results: 167% increase in stop and search
and a 79% increase in people caught with
drugs. This has meant that we have not
seen increases in community violence,
like in other locations across the country. 

We will continue to work hard to keep you

safe. This is a community issue and we
need the support of the community to
tackle the problem. We need you to give
us information about the problems in
your area via www.essex.police.uk or if
you wish to remain anonymous at
crimestoppers-uk.org. 

Some of you will know someone caught
up in this world, some ‘recreational drug
users’ do not see the direct link to the
harm that drug dealing causes, we
regularly have to pick up the pieces
when matters escalate and we want to
avoid that for those in our community
(talktofrank.com provides support and
advice on drugs and alcohol)

More visible - the work of the police
has been changing over recent years. We
spend lots more time dealing with ‘hidden
crimes’ that occur behind closed doors

such as domestic abuse and child abuse.
The effect such crimes have on their
victims is significant and therefore we
must spend an increasing amount of time
tackling these issues; however, doing so
may be out of sight to those who are not
directly affected. 

That being said, we are aware how
important seeing us in the community is
to you, so we have put in extra effort
to conduct foot patrols across all
areas. Our community policing team now
devote dedicated extra time to being
visible in local areas and the officers who
respond to emergency incidents try their
hardest to fit in extra patrols, even if it is
just 15 minutes in between calls. We know
this is very important to you and we will
continue to work hard to be visible in your
local area. When you see us, please talk
to us about the issues affecting your area. 

The Mayflower Pilgrim 400 Apple! – The Billericay Tree Warden Group (BTW)
On Sunday the 4th April the following tree planting event was undertaken:-

ESSEX POLICE – LOCAL UPDATE This information recently obtained by the BDRA
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Join the BDRA 
Receive 10 copies of the Resident, keep up to date with residents’ issues, events, useful info, advertisers

offering services you may need, coach trips and area committees working on your behalf.   
Be part of an Association which has served residents for 95 years.

Telephone: 01277 654173 Email: resident@bdra.org

Weakened by the voyage with inadequate shelter against the snow, severe weather and sub-zero temperatures, the Pilgrims
fell easy prey to exposure, scurvy, pneumonia and tuberculosis.  On the 11th December they decided to build their
settlement at what is now Plymouth.  On the 25th the pilgrims erected the frame of their first house and that evening, back

aboard the May-Flower, they somewhat ominously heard the cries of Indians in the forest.  Religious work ethic aside, on Christmas day
they allowed themselves a small celebration: “we began to drinke water aboord, but at night the Master caused us to have some Beere.” On
the 28th they planned the shape and size of the settlement.  Seven settlers died in December, among them, on the 24th, Billericay’s Solomon
Prower.  He would not be the last.

…and January 1621

On the 6th Christopher Martin became gravely ill.  He was questioned on his deathbed about irregularities in his accounts to no avail and died on the 8th.  Martin had
engaged in certain forms of dissent, but he was no Dissenter; he was awkward, arrogant, and seemingly not very careful with money.  That said, we have only an
antagonist’s view of him.  He was certainly a man of principle and a risk-taker.  Whatever else he was, he was certainly courageous.  Another seven Pilgrims died in

January and another 36 by the spring (including Billericay’s Mary Martin and John Langemore).  Those left alive managed to build seven dwellings and with local Indians’ help
survived by learning to catch fish and plant corn Indian-style.  And thus was begun the history of the English in New England.       

Question about the Mayflower?
If you have a question about the Mayflower voyage or the Pilgrim Fathers please e-mail Julian Whybra on julianwhybra@hotmail.co.uk
He’ll answer you direct and the best five questions and answers will appear in the next issue of The Resident.

Julian Whybra’s book on Billericay’s Pilgrim Fathers is available from Slipped Discs, Crystal Print, the Cater Museum, and enquiries@giftltd.co.uk

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association.   Chair: Andy Maddocks.   Temporary Editor: Andy Maddocks.   Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT.  Telephone: 01277 658090.  Email printing@acorspress.co.uk

BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

400 years ago this season...
December 1620

Mayflower 2020 The Four Hundredth Anniversary

Of the 40 planned events in the programme, 10 actually
ran, either before the pandemic struck or during lulls in
the lockdown.  Five postponed events appear below.  

2021
Mon 2nd-Sat 14th August
Billericay Tree Wardens
Billericay’s Tree Heritage: a
photographic exhibition celebrating our
notable trees (incl. ones here in 1620).  
Free event, 9.00am-5.00pm.  Billericay
Library.  
Friday 2nd July Mayflower Morris
Men

Mayflower Morris Men have been
unable to practise since last March. To
celebrate our release from lockdown we
shall therefore be dancing in Lake
Meadows on Friday 2nd July at 10.15
am.  This will be in kit but we will be
holding a practice, going through
dances, and the like so not a display for
the public but for ourselves.  Of course,
the public is very welcome to watch us
and laugh at our crashing into one

another and messing things up.  A
year is a long time in Morris dancing…
You’ll find us near the café
Mon 13th September Billericay
Historical and Archaeological
Society
Lecture.  The Fold, 72 Laindon Rd.,
8.00-9.30pm. Open to non-members:
£2. ‘American Colonization: From
Billericay to Billerica 1620- 1655’
Sat 4th December The Choir for
All Seasons
Concert: ‘An American Christmas’.
7.30pm United Reformed Church,

A Message from our Coach Trip Organisers 
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Well what a year!!! We’re sure everyone regardless of circumstances has had their own degrees of challenges,
but we do hope you have all been well. Thanks to the vaccination, we can now begin to look to the future.

Unfortunately we cannot resume our coach trips at present, due to a number of issues i.e. can we have a full
coach, and running at less capacity would make the trip very costly per seat. As most venues require deposits,

should we not be able to run the trip, how do we stand for refunds and also we are not sure how many of us would
like to wait and see what happens when lock down is finally lifted.

On a brighter note, summer is coming and hopefully we can look to resume our trips when circumstances permit.

Keep safe, Kind regards.  Yvonne & Kathleen.

Chapel St.  Tickets £8 from Slipped
Discs or on the door.  
2022
Mon 28th February Essex
Handicrafts Association Billericay
Branch
Lecture.  The Fold, 72 Laindon Rd.,
8.00pm.  Open to non-members:
£4.00. ‘Essex and the May-Flower
Pilgrims’.                                  
For any changes to the above please
check: www.billericaytwinning.org.
uk/mayflower-2020/, our Facebook
page: Billericay Mayflower 2020 or
Twitter @Billericay 2020.


