Billericay District Residents’ Association

Norsey Wood
orsey Wood was owned by the Abbey of StratfordLangthorn until the dissolution of the monasteries
in 1538 when it was given to Sir Richard Rich. His
family later sold it in 1600 to Sir John Petre and it
stayed in his family until 1899. It was sold on again
three times in the 1900s. Between the wars the strip
along Norsey Road was sold for building. Most of the
wood was sold in about 1961 to Mr A.C.Butt a local
builder.
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There was an increasing body of opinion (supported
by the Essex Naturalists Trust and the Billericay
Residents’ Association) that Norsey Wood should be
purchased by Essex County Council as an area of
regional interest, partly as a nature reserve, and partly
as a public open space.
In 1966 Mr A.C. Butt, applied for permission for
residential development to the Council for 32 houses
and a Sewerage Pumping Station within the southern
boundary of Norsey Wood fronting onto Break Egg
Hill, coupled with the proposal that the majority of the
remainder of the Wood was used as a Public Open
Space and Nature Reserve. Planning permission
was refused, the Residents’ Association staunchly
supporting the Council’s decision, and RA officers
making the strongest possible representations against
the proposals at the subsequent Public Inquiry held at
Basildon Council Chamber on 2 January 1969. The
appeal was dismissed and the general public had
been alerted to the possibility of the loss of a
local amenity and site of national importance for
archaeology and natural history.

Map, drawn by Harry Richman, shows Norsey Wood
as it appeared in the 1950s
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Norsey Wood remained in private ownership until
compulsorily purchased by Basildon District Council in
1976 following another Public Inquiry held on 9 April
1975. The Council had the support of a number of
organisations in the town, not least the Residents’
Associations who again were represented at the Inquiry.
Probably the most important item of evidence produced
for the Inspectors consideration on the last afternoon of
the Inquiry was correspondence from the Clerk of the
Essex County Council to the Secretary of the Billericay
Residents’ Association dated 14 January 1966. This
showed that it was the intention of the County Council
to ask the Minister of State for the Environment to
amend the County Development Plan by changing
Norsey Wood from Metropolitan Green Belt to Public
Open Space, an extremely important factor in obtaining
the favourable decision required for the compulsory
purchase to go forward, thus saving the Wood from
development for all time.

“Help us to help you”

