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In This Issue:

Visit the BDRA Website at: www.bdra.org

Iwas inspired by Chris Wade, Resident Editor of the BDRA for the
past 5 years who endeavoured to highlight the annual cycle of
community events, encouraged us to celebrate the wonderful

green spaces, clubs, societies and other groups. Andy Maddocks
our Chairman who endeavours to keep us abreast of the
everchanging political situation. The BDRA is run by the people
for the people. I was encouraged to take up this role but what a
hard act to follow! We all wish Chris well in her new surroundings.

Councillor Blake
Residents of Burstead Ward may note that the Basildon Council website
now lists Councillor Blake, elected as a representative of the
Conservative Party, as an Independent.  We also note that committee
memberships previously held by Councillor Blake are now held by other
Conservative Councillors and the Conservative group has elected a new
deputy leader, a post previously held by Councillor Blake.

Billericay High 
Street Car Park
Despite claims to the contrary by
Basildon Council research by the
BDRA suggests that the bays
marked out in the Billericay High
Street car park do not meet
minimum standards of practical
usability in terms of their width.  A
number of residents have raised
concerns on Social Media.  We
believe further work is needed to
consider possible options. It is
inevitable that if wider bays are to
be provided less bays will be
possible in the car park.
Furthermore we do not believe
that the lack of parking in Billericay
is adequately addressed by
offering residents facilities which
would be considered unsuitable
by other car park providers.  If
changes are to be made we
would hope that Basildon Council
will consult with residents before
taking any action.

Editorial
Several articles in this edition of
the Resident relate to the lack of
the effective voice of Billericay’s
almost 40,000 residents and the
failure of authorities to meaningfully
communicate with the towns’
people.  With the Alliance of
some parties on Basildon Council,
8 of our 9 elected councillors
effectively belong to a minority
opposition group and have no
meaningful power to affect

decisions.  At the time of writing
we have no idea what the 9th is
doing.  Many believe our MP does
not relate to ordinary residents,
and this at a time when the
Government are proposing major
changes to the way planning
decisions are made which will only
serve to reduce further the impact
residents can have.

We believe that the BDRA is the
only organisation not driven
by political factors or potential
f inanc ia l  ga in  wh ich  can
represent many residents but we
need more help to do so.

It is often claimed that the
BDRA only deals with the older
generation, and to an extent that
is true, and we are certainly not
going to apologise for doing so.
But it is equally true that the sons
and daughters of that ‘older’
generation will be just as affected
by decisions taken now on their
behalf, potentially more so.  As an
example it would be unfortunate if
those ‘older’ residents were the
last to see Billericay surrounded
by green fields before they are
replaced by housing estates.

So we make a special plea to our
members.  The future of our town
should not be decided by those
with agendas which do not put
local residents first just because
those residents most likely to be
affected are either apathetic or

harbour a misguided belief that
others are fighting their cause.

We know the BDRA needs to
evolve, but we also know that
currently we are the only
organisation representing, and
willing to represent, a large
number of this town’s residents
and hold our politicians and
councils to account.  Now more
than ever it is vitally important for
more active members to volunteer
to help us.  Now is the time for
that ‘older’ generation to be
persuading the younger residents
of Billericay to join the BDRA and
play an active role in its future and
in the future of our wonderful town. 

YOUR TOWN NEEDS YOU
Please don’t hesitate to contact
me for more information as to
how you can help. I would also
appreciate comments/reaction to
the above items

Andy Maddocks, Chairman on
resident@bdra.org

NEWS FROM THE DISTRICT

BDRA Chairman’s
Report 2020 Page 11

Kenya Schools Water
Wells Appeal Page 12

The

Billericay District Residents
,
Association

Resident
FREE to members of BDRA

We are taking this opportunity to
remind all our Members of the BDRA
website – www.bdra.org  which in
these difficult times is a means of
communicating with everybody,
particularly if we are unable to produce
the Magazine. We would also welcome
comments/suggestions or items that
you would like to see in the Magazin      e
and any areas of concern that Members
may have. If you would like to contact
us please email resident@bdra.org or
chairman@bdra.org

Can you help?
Road reps needed for the following
rounds
Round 7 Foxhunter Walk
Round 18 Brookside/Glanmire/Killbarry
Walk/Penwood Close
Round 37A Balmoral Close

Please contact Mark Hayes on
01277 630170 or markhayes001@
sky.com if you can help.

Happy Christmas 
Jto EveryoneJ

W e extend our special
thanks to all the
Resident Members,

our Volunteers, from the Road
Reps who deliver the Magazine
and collect the subs, to the Area
Secretaries and the members of
the Area and ExCo Committees,
without whom we would not
have a Residents Association.

Be Inspired!
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THE COACH & HORSESTHE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU

01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
� � � � �

BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!

Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
� � � � �

Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will 

Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973     Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk

Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

Reg Charity Number: 289466

This is my first edition as Editor of
‘The Resident’ and I have found that
all Members have been so helpful and

welcoming, thank you...

A big thank you also for all
the contributions, please keep
them coming. Likewise to
the road reps, and Area
Secretaries.

Next year we are hoping that
some of the Events that were
scheduled for The 400th
Anniversary of the Mayflower
will be able to take place.

Do visit the Cater Museum’s
90th Anniversary. A time
capsule is kept in the Museum
with all to be revealed in 2026!

The Resident is a very valued
organisation, and is well
reputed; having 95 years of
tradition with a firm foundation.
To now be part of this is a
privilege. 

Christmas will soon be with us,
but despite the difficulties we
all face I take this opportunity
to wish you all a Happy and
Healthy festive season.

Joyce Reynolds

A Warm Welcome 
from the Editor______________________
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Dear Editor...

The last public consultation on the content of the Local
Plan was in 2016;
• Billericay had an allocation of 1700 new houses, all on

Green Belt, and no meaningful infrastructure
• thousands of pages of information analysed, many

hundreds of residents attended BDRA and BAG
events, over a thousand Billericay residents
responded to the Consultation with tens of thousands
of detailed, well researched comments and several
thousand residents subsequently give their support to
the responses made by both BAG and the BDRA

In 2019 Basildon Council submits its draft Local Plan to
Government;
• Billericay now has almost 3000 new houses, all on

Green Belt
• There has been no public consultation on its content
• One Billericay elected councillor calls for a new public

consultation, but doesn’t deliver when he gets into
power

In July 2019 members of BDRA and BAG meet with
Feria Urbanism to input to their work on a Masterplan
for the SW of Billericay;
• Feria is commissioned by the 4 developers for the area
• Basildon Council insists on a Masterplan
• Other local groups attend
• Public feedback promised in ‘a few months’
In December 2019 Feria host a private feedback event,
which BDRA/BAG attended, but weren’t allowed copies
of the slides presented.

In October 2020 we still have no public feedback,
but we now know that Feria presented their report to
the developers in March 2020

Local Plan Examination in Public dates not yet
announced but Basildon Council is attempting to submit
changes to its Local Plan draft

Basildon Council is discussing Local Plan sites with
developers – developers have said so.  It is difficult to
believe Basildon Council is not discussing the Billericay
sites with developers

Basildon Council is agreeing Planning Performance
Agreements with developers to speed up approvals once
sites are approved in the Local Plan, one impact of which
will be to reduce public involvement

Developers start issuing plans including ‘Statements of
Community Involvement’

• Redrow’s SCI based on a couple of hundred people
visiting Reading Rooms, looking at a few pretty
wallboards and answering a handful of simple
questions

So there we have it.  When the community responds en
masse to formal consultations with detailed, researched
and meaningful replies we are ignored.  When residents
provide considered, knowledgeable local experience
based support to developers the subsequent debate is
held in secret by the developers and the Council, yet
when a few people helpfully respond to some less than
insightful questions posed by a developer it’s a sign of
Community Involvement.

So much for Consultation.

Consultation or just a Con
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To advertise 
your event here

please email
resident@bdra.org   

• • • • •

Deadline is 
10th January for 
events between 
10th February

and 
9th March 2021

other mouth-watering favourites, VV
is out to show that vegan food can
be as delicious as anything you’ve
had before. Visit  Veganvampire.uk

The Oyster Shed
The Oyster Shed is a family owned

t r a d i t i o n a l
Seafood Stall
specialising
in the best
S h e l l f i s h

caught around the UK coast and
beyond. Based in the Conservative
Club car park next to the Railway
Pub in Billericay High St in a large
gazebo area with plenty of seating.
Visit Oystershed.co.uk
Thursday-Sunday 11.00am-8.00pm

The Billericay 
Brewing Company

54 Chapel
Street – Behind
Waitrose. You
can book tables
by calling

01277 500121.
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
3.00pm-9.00pm (Shop & Bar)
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10am-
3pm (Shop) 12pm-9pm (Bar)
Sunday 11.00am-5.30pm (Shop &
Bar)
Pop up Pizza Night fortnightly
on Tuesdays in their outdoor
gazebo/seating area – bookings via
their facebook page. Or visit
Billericaybrewing.co.uk

Cards for Good 
Causes

C h a r i t y
C h r i s t m a s
Card Shop at
Billericay Library
f rom 20th
October – 11th
D e c e m b e r

Monday to Saturday 10.00am-
3.00pm. Supporting local and
Christmas charities.

Billericay 
Football 
Club
Visit www.billericaytownnfc.co.uk 
Online Fans Forum

Due to
following the
gove rnmen ts
guidelines we
will be holding
an Online Fans

Forums Starting at 7.00pm via
Zoom. Please refer to our website
above for further details.
You will need a Zoom account (step
by step guide of how to setup are
below).  Meeting ID: 298 961 9648.
Password: FansForum.

Billericay Lions
Volunteer and
make a
difference to
your local
c o m m u n i t y .
Lions Club of

Billericay are looking for new
volunteers please contact Lions
Club of Billericay, The Loft, Crown
Yard, High St.  Tel: 0345 833 9849

The Billericay Theatre
The Billericay
T h e a t r e
present Beauty
and the Beast

from 11th-22nd December –
Radford Way, Billericay, 
Contact via Tel 07926 00401, email
info@thebillericaytheatre.co.uk
www.thebillericaytheatre.co.uk

Barleylands Craft 
Village – Barleylands 
Fireworks and 
Entertainment 
Evenings

Three DRIVE-IN
fireworks and
entertainment
evenings on
28th, 29th

and 30th December.  Gates open
at 4.30pm booking essential visit
their website www.barleylands.co.uk
or telephone 01268 532253 for
further information.

Billericay Foodbank
The group is
hoping to set up
shop in early
December in the
former hardware

and bathroom shop Billericay
Homecare but as no fixed date has
been set they are still accepting
donations at St Johns Church
on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons at 2.00pm and
4.00pm. After the move this will
be Tuesdays afternoons only. If you
prefer to make a financial donation
then please get in touch at
info@billericayfoodbank.org.uk

Emmanuel Church
The Rev Paul Carr
is pleased to
announce that the
church will be re-
open for public

worship from Sunday 6th
December for 8.30 and 10.30am
services.  They are limited to 80
attendees and to comply with test
and t race  you need to  book
in advance via the website
www.emmanuel-church.info

Gone too Soon 
‘Gone Too Soon’
b e r e a v e m e n t
support is for
Parents who
have lost a Son

or Daughter of any age, in any
circumstances and if recent or a
while ago. Meetings are currently
suspended but for further
information and support please give
Lyn a cal l  on 07387 805406.
Email lyn-currie@hotmail.co.uk /
www.gonetoosoon.online

Brentwood 
Art Society

Presenting their 62nd Annual
Exh ib i t ion  on l ine  a t
www.brentwoodartsociety.com
from 1st November - 31st
December 2020

In response to Covid-19 it’s
been great to see new outdoor
venues popping up all over the
town – here are just a few to
tempt you…

Vegan Vampire
A new street food
stall set on the
Grounds of the
Billericay Theatre,
34 Radford Way.
Open Monday-

Saturday 12.00pm-3.00pm and
then additionally on Friday and
Saturday evenings from 5.30-
9.00pm. Serving Kebabs, Hot
Wingz, Hotdogs, juicy Burgers,
homemade Slaw, Skin-on Fries and

An event listing must have the following details: Date, Time, Location, Contact person’s telephone number, email and can have website. Priority is given to Billericay and District events. 
Groups programme details are encouraged. It is the responsibility of the group to send in changes and renew annually. 

Events



Independent Financial Advice Centre

Authorised and Regulated by

the Financial Conduct Authority

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ

www.impartialadviser.com

Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

Incorporating E. Edwards Son & Noice
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (No. 488404)

JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK

01268 824924

www.birkettlong.co.uk

Basildon  Chelmsford  Colchester

Whether you need legal advice for your business or your family, we realise that you 

expect straightforward expertise from someone who knows their area of law inside out.  

And what’s more, at Birkett Long you can be sure that our lawyers will listen and care.  

It’s not just about knowing the law.
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Being an executor and trustee
of a will or a trust is a
very personal appointment.

However, a recent case has
highlighted the importance of
being aware and vigilant of the
risks you are potentially taking.  

While that may sound dramatic, as often
family members are appointed as executors
or trustees, some may not be aware of the
personal liability that will follow if something
goes wrong.

In this recent case, a man set up a trust with
significant assets, and some years later his

daughter was appointed as a trustee with him.
The trustees made decisions that would
ultimately end up with HMRC concluding that
they had created a very large Capital Gains
Tax liability. 

Although there were three trustees, the
daughter was the only one with significant
assets in her own name. Consequently, she
would personally be made to pay for the
liability. 

In an attempt to avoid paying the tax liability
personally, she argued that her appointment
as a trustee should be cancelled (nullified) on
the grounds of her father’s undue influence.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

personally responsible if something goes
wrong. 

There are ways to reduce the risk of personal
liability, and if you have any further questions
regarding the role of an executor or trustees,
get in touch with us.

I am working from home, but available to talk
if you need any further advice on your role as
a trustee.

If you have a question, I would much
rather you ask it and we spend some
time having a free chat, than not. I
can be contacted on 01245 453835 or
claire.read@birkettlong.co.uk. 

Trustees: beware the personal risks you are taking
The court accepted that she had placed trust
and confidence in her father in relation to the
management of the trust, but as she had
signed four deeds of appointment indicating
her acceptance of being appointed as a
trustee, her claim was rejected.

This type of arrangement is extremely
common, with one such member making
decisions and taking the lead.

If you are a trustee, whether that be of a small
legacy left to a minor beneficiary (a child
under the age of 18) in a will, or a larger trust
containing many different assets, it is
important to remember that you are

We know its only earning 1% now, but it's
safe. (Stay under £85,000 per account.)
Markets react very quickly to bad news and
no-one knows today what will happen next
with Covid19, the riots in America, the
presidential election etc. and their effect on
markets. Even Brexit is back in the
headlines! 

With a cash safety net of a reasonable size
you are safe and will thus have time to wait
for markets to recover without dramatically
affecting your lifestyle or creating debts. 

Don't have all your “eggs” in one
basket.
A more technical word is “spread”. Put all
your investment money in one company
share and the company goes broke you lose

everything, so you need to invest in many
different companies. The UK can never be
the best home for money all the time, so you
need to invest in other countries, Europe,
America, the Far East etc.

You need a combination of larger companies
and smaller ones, ones paying dividends
and ones aiming to make their companies
grow larger and so on and so on. Spread,
spread and spread again. 

Investing your “emergency” fund then is
something which goes against common
sense and everything we stand for. Naturally
we want clients to make money, it's what we
do, but we firmly have “safety” in mind. See
your IFA for sound advice, don't follow silly
newspaper articles!

There are times when I really
can't believe what I'm
reading.  

An article in a major newspaper recently
suggested that as interest rates are at an all
time low there was no point in keeping cash
for emergency's safely in the Bank or Building
Society. The article suggested “emergency”
money should be invested and if the boiler
did pack up for example, you should use a
zero percent charge credit card to meet the
cost. There is no doubt that over time
investing in real assets like shares will make
a higher return than bank/deposit accounts
but the key word there is time. We've been

investing client's money in Billericay for over
30 years and in all that time we have never
deviated from some basic financial principles: 

Never borrow to invest.
If the investment turns sour or falls
dramatically in value or can't be sold you
still have the debt to service, effectively
creating a double loss. Particularly
dangerous if you borrow against the security
of your property which could be re-
possessed if the loan/mortgage is not
repaid.

Always keep around 20% of your total
savings in cash. 

MONEY MATTERS
Risk and Safety
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Reports & Surveys

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

The seasons tick slowly onwards and autumn days are
already here! The wet spring and hot, dry summer
seem to have brought autumn even earlier this year,

with leaves starting to turn golden much sooner than
usual. There are plenty of acorns falling in the park - each
mature oak can shed up to 150,000 acorns a year, and
anything from six to thirteen million in its lifetime! We are
fortunate in having a number of mature oaks and they
have recently been joined by the new oak tree, near the
Friends Information Hut.
Now is the chance for you to take
some wonderful autumn photos
of trees, or anything else in the
park, and to enter them into our
Photographic Competitions. There
are classes for adults and juniors
and good cash prizes for the
winners.  See  our  Website  for 
competition dates and details also
for  rules  and  entry  forms:
www.lakemeadows.org.uk You
could even take a photo of the
gardeners in action!

In their new polo shirts, the
Friends of Lake Meadows
gardeners look professional and

have certainly been the
recipients recently of many
positive comments from park
users, as well as from the Park
manager himself. The team of up
to thirty gardeners continue to
work hard every Tuesday,
keeping the acre of beds tidy and
planting new Spring bulbs. A
recent Health Audit of the Park
commissioned by the Friends,
confirmed the importance of the
park for both mental and physical
well-being. It provided some
positive ideas of what might be
done to improve the park for the
benefit of the health of the

community, including opportunities
such as GPs prescribing healthy
activities like walking, using the
outdoor gym equipment or even
gardening.

The gardens at the park have
been a feature for many years, at
least since the 1950s, when they
were cared for by a team of eight
park keepers and assistants. For
many years, all the beds were
planted with annual bedding
plants, which must have entailed
a huge amount of work to plant
out twice a year. There used to be
rose beds opposite where the
rhododendron walk is now and
flowerbeds near the café. Now
the gardeners have introduced

many different shrubs and
perennials that attract pollinators
such as bees, hoverflies,
butterflies, moths, which in turn
attract other wildlife.

Recent donations of money to the
Friends will enable them to
purchase additional shrubs and
perennials to enhance the park
and replace those lost during
lockdown this year due to the wet
spring and hot/dry summer. For
further information about the
Friends of Lake Meadows, to
make a donation or to join as a
member for just £5 a year, please
see: 

www.lakemeadows.org.uk

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
y Free estimates and advice

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed

y Part P registered

For anything Electrical call Mick on 
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

Photo: “Chasing the Squirrel” 
by Nigel Harris
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We are a family run general building 
company who takes pride in our 
standard of work and we treat 
every home we work in as if it 
were our own.

Telephone 01277 610015 

E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs

Floors, walls and bathrooms.  
For a good as new look –

grout revival and silicone renewal.

Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin
01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

In the past 7 months I’ve used physical money
just once – and it seems likely that the
pandemic will have hastened the end of

coinage for many. But what of times before we
had credit cards, contactless payments and
internet purchases? 
Between the mid-17th and early
19th centuries there was an
acute shortage of small change
due to not enough being
minted. And, from 1649 after
Charles I’s execution and the
abolition of the monarchy until
1660 no new low denomination
coins were issued at all. The
resultant shortage meant that
giving change for everyday

transactions was difficult and
of ten  resu l ted  in  loca l
merchants producing their own
coinage in the form of unofficial
“trade tokens”.

At a time when most people
lived their entire lives within a
relatively small area this system
relied on people’s trust in those
businesses. But it worked

TRADE TOKENS: 
BILLERICAY’S OWN 

CURRENCY
by Adam Adshead

because throughout
Essex more than
350 different
trade tokens
were minted
and although
i s s u e d
primarily for
the i r  own
businesses
they  were
a lso  o f ten
accepted by
other  loca l
traders.

The Cater Museum has a
number of tokens issued by
five traders in Billericay. They
include this 1669 Joseph
Fishpoole halfpenny token.
Joseph made his money trading
in wool and lived with his family
at “Hurlocks” on the site of what
is now the Blue Boar. 

In addition to the denomination
and issuer’s name on the tokens
you might find details of their
trade and place of issue. A
token issued by Edward Rhett
includes a sugar-loaf motif
surrounded by h is  name.
On the reverse the initials
E.E.R. are surrounded by
“IN.BILREKEY.IN.ESEX”. We
can’t be sure of Edward’s trade

but he must have
owned and lived

in a substantial
property as he
paid a tax
on four
chimneys in
1662. This
“Hearth Tax”
was used to
support the
R o y a l

Household of
King Charles II

following the
restoration of the

monarchy in 1660.

Other tokens in the collection
include those from Miles
Hacklett, featuring a motif of
three tobacco pipes; Abraham
Thresher, a prominent Billericay/
Burstead family in the 17th and
18th centuries and Samuel
Waite whose coin reads
“ S A M V E L L . W A Y T E
OF.BILLEREKEY

Copper coinage started to be
reissued from 1672 and the
minting of trade tokens was
officially banned in 1674. Over
the next few years they slowly
disappeared from circulation,
and Billericay’s currency was no
more. 

The Cater Museum 
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Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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Funeral Directors
and Monumental
Stone Masons

Known for excellence, 
trusted for value

Brentwood Office :
Call 01277 887550 ( 24 hrs )
Billericay Office :
Call 01277 886933 ( 24 hrs )
www.bennettsfunerals.co.uk
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SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

All Aspects
Roofing

For all your roofing needs 
•

Established since 2001
•

Call for free advice and estimates

Telephone: 01277 724525
Mobile: 07973 344494

allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk
www.allaspectsroofing.org

Eco-friendly cleaning
and housekeeping

Regular cleaning

One off cleaning

Laundry

Bed making

Help with shopping

General household help

Ad hoc housekeeping

Our team of reliable and 
experienced housekeepers are fully
insured, DBS checked and trained to
clean effectively and efficiently using

eco-friendly products.

Our housekeepers work in teams of 
two or more for your security and 

peace of mind.

For a free, personalised quote, please 
call Amanda on 07470 904591 or email:
enquiries@serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

www.serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Serenity Housekeeping Ltd
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WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing 
(Residential/Commercial)

Personal Injury 
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law

Family Law 
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients

(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
 Notary Public now available!

100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
    Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596

e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to 

remain living in it independently for longer  

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages 
or credit cards  

• Providing financial assistance to your children 
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can 

affect your eligibility for means tested benefits 
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Equity Release Specialist 
Offering a whole of market service to  

homeowners over the age of 55+

Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support

Professional Microsoft Certified Technician

10 years of experience providing IT solutions

Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456
andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Computer repairs 
& IT Support 

Janet Hibberd
Bespoke Florist
Specialising in creative
funeral flowers & tributes

� 01277 650276
� FlourishingFlowers.co.uk
� Facebook.com/flourishingflowers
� Janet.flourishingflowers@gmail.com
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F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

Computer Problems?
Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put 

up with expensive call out charges.

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat

Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS

POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE

James Birch 07786 321330
Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

228512

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd
� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £69 incl. 

� Boiler Service from £59 incl.

� Power Flushing from £285 incl.

LOCAL PLASTERER
All aspects of interior plastering

Call Graeme
Mobile: 07930 364291

Tel: 01277 654086

For Olive Trees
www.olivetreesandmore.co.uk

To advertise here
Please contact Joyce at:

resident@bdra.org
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BDRA Chairman’s
Report 2020 

Whilst we initially
were hopeful that
we would be able

to hold the AGM, albeit at
a later time this year, we
realise that this will not
now be possible. I am
therefore taking this
opportunity to provide a
much shortened Report
in order to keep members
updated.

The Committee have decided
that all being well we will hold
a dual AGM in May 2021. All
members of the Committee
agreed to continue in their
roles, unless individual
circumstances changed. We
were aware that Chris our
Editor was moving away and
we would need to find a
replacement. I am very
pleased to advise you that
Joyce Reynolds has agreed to
take over and this month’s
Magazine will be her first in
the role.

The work that Chris has done
in producing this excellent
publ icat ion over  the last
5  years  i s  wor thy  o f
considerable praise, together
with her involvement in other
aspects of the Association
and I would like to express my
thanks on behalf of all the
recipients of the Magazine. 

Our current Secretary Dave
Hawke has  res igned fo r
personal reasons and we now
seek a Volunteer to replace
him.  During his involvement
over the last two years he has
brought a very professional
and efficient commitment to the
role and involved himself in
all aspects of the Association.
I have very much enjoyed
working with both Chris and
Dave and appreciate all that
they have contributed.

It is important that we fill the
role of the Secretary and if
you feel that you would be
interested, please contact me
on chairman@bdra.org 

The Basildon Local Plan as it
affects Billericay continues to
dominate, but we are still
awaiting a date for the
Examination in Public. You will
also find  in the Magazine a
précis and update on the
present situation.

Clearly we have not been able
to run any Coach trips, but it
is to be hoped that it may
be possible to start again
sometime in 2021.

Likewise also in the Magazine
there is an update on the
current situation regarding
Speedwatch. 

We continue to serve the
interests of the people of
Billericay and some notable
achievements during the year
include dealing with the
irresponsible parking on Perry

St and achieving the new
restrictions being finally put in
place. Thanks to Tony Beard
for all the work that he put in
here. Likewise Mike Andrews
has tackled parking difficulties
at St Peter’s school. Well done
to both of them.  You will have
read in the Magazine the issue
with dumping at Barrenleys
Wood and thanks go also to
Al Daw who continues to be
following this meticulously,

We believe that it is important
to support events for the
benefit of people within
Billericay and District. With
this in mind during the year
we prov ided funds  fo r
the Soapbox Derby and
sponsored the Punch and Judy
at both Summerfest and the
Christmas Market. Members of
the Committee manned a stall
at the Great Burstead Fete and
at the Summerfest to promote
the BDRA. We also contributed
to the Town Council’s High St
Christmas lights and funded a
Commemorative Tree in Lake
Meadows Park to replace a
previous one that had died.

The year ending January 31st
2020 resulted in a net surplus
of £6,241, of which £3,301 was
contributed by coach trips.
Available funds at the end of
the year were £45,433

The collection of membership
subscriptions was halted in
March 2020 due to the Corona
virus lockdown. About half of
BDRA members had already
paid their subscription at that

Billericay District 
Residents ,Association

Incorporating Billericay Action Group
point. It was not possible to
distribute the Resident
magazine between April and
August, and so only four
editions will be delivered
during 2020, instead of the
scheduled ten. As a result only
those members who were not
able to pay the subscription in
2020 will be asked to do so in
2021.

You will recall my comment in
last year’s Report and I make
no apologies for mentioning it
again. I would like to see more
Volunteers supporting the Area
Committees, with a view in the
future to becoming part of the
Executive Committee. It would
be good if we could interest
younger Members to become
involved. The BDRA is an
organisation that has always
had at its heart the interest of
Billericay and District. There
are issues that will affect us all
now and in the future, which
means that we do need new
people to become involved,
if we are to be truly an
organisation that is “By the
People, For the People”.  If
you feel that you would like to
contribute your services in any
way and become involved
please do contact me to
discuss at: 
chairman@bdra.org

Finally I would again like to
express my thanks to all the
Volunteers who give up their
time, and without them the
Association would not survive.

Andy Maddocks

MAYFLOWER

“Help us to help you”



Join the BDRA 
Receive 10 copies of the Resident, keep up to date with residents’ issues, events, useful info, advertisers

offering services you may need, coach trips and area committees working on your behalf.   
Be part of an Association which has served residents for 94 years.

Telephone: 01277 654173 Email: resident@bdra.org

Winter was approaching. The Pilgrims had run out of firewood, were almost out of fresh water, were rationing beer, and
scurvy was appearing.  In mid-Atlantic Elizabeth Hopkins gave birth to a boy named Oceanus; ship’s cooper John Alden
decided to join the colonists; and on the 6th William Butten died, bringing the number of colonists to 102.  Eventually on

Saturday 11th November after 66 days at sea the May-Flower made landfall at Cape Cod.  It became clear that before landing they must make
a formal, binding agreement to work together for the common good.  It became known as the Mayflower Compact and is the first document to assert
the colonists’ right to self-government.  The Pilgrims also replaced the controversial Christopher Martin as Governor with John Carver.  Then they went ashore and explored
Cape Cod.  On the 30th Susanna White gave birth to a boy, the first Englishman born in New England.  Appropriately she called him Peregrine meaning wanderer or pilgrim.

Julian Whybra’s book on Billericay’s Pilgrim Fathers is available from Slipped Discs, Crystal Print, the Cater Museum, andenquiries@giftltd.co.uk

Question about the Mayflower?
If you have a question about the Mayflower voyage or the Pilgrim Fathers please e-mail Julian Whybra on julianwhybra@hotmail.co.uk
He’ll answer you direct and the best five questions and answers will appear in the next issue of The Resident.

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association.    Chair: Andy Maddocks.    Editor: Joyce Reynolds.    Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT.  Telephone: 01277 658090.  Email printing@acorspress.co.uk

BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

400 years ago this month...
November 1620

Donations can be
made via the GlobalGiving crowd funding website. GlobalGiving has
a ⁸prize⁹ fund which it allocates to fundraisers according to the donations they receive. Crucially, there are prizes for
the greatest number of individuals donating to a project on its ⁸Bonus⁹ Day of December 9.  We should have a good chance of winning that
prize if we can have your help.  Please help us and make a donation of £5 (the price of a pack of Christmas cards) on December 9. Of course,
if you want to give more we would be delighted but what we really need is the most number of individuals making a donation that day,
so if in doubt, just donate £5. More information on the project is available on: https://goto.gg/49672 and this page contains a ⁸Donate⁹
button. Alternatively, and simpler, make a direct donation of a specified amount at: https://bit.ly/RCBKenya01    Thank you!


