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“Help us to help you”

MAYFLOWER

Wow! Who saw that coming?

I

was away on holiday in March and then returned on 23rd to chaos. Six months
on, life and its priorities have changed beyond anything we could imagine. For
many it has been a time of reflection, decluttering and reorganisation.

This edition is an opportunity to
celebrate what we want to keep
and value the position of the
BDRA as a voice to challenge
the structures we do not want
to keep. See Mike Andrew’s
update on page 11 and

know that we can still make a
difference.
As you will see this is my last
edition since after a year we are
at last on the move. Prior to my
decision to move you will have

seen a number of appeals for
volunteers to keep the Resident,
committees and distribution of
the Resident going. This is now
crunch time. Andy Maddocks
has written a state of the BDRA
letter to you all.

September 2020
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Can you help?
Road reps needed for the following
rounds
Round 7 Foxhunter Walk
Round 18 Brookside/Glanmire/Killbarry
Walk/Penwood Close
Round 37A Balmoral Close
Please contact Mark Hayes on 01277
630170 or markhayes001@ sky.com if
you can help.

1. Froden Brook, Froden Close, Froden
Court, Passingham Close & Coopers
Drive.
2. Tyrone Close, Tyrone Road, Trinity
Road & Trinity Close
3. The Willows, The Oaks &
Copperfield.
Please contact Trevor Leach on
01277 630451 or
tgpleach@hotmail.com if you can
help.

Visit the BDRA Website at: www.bdra.org
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t has been just
more than 5
years since I
took over from
Trevor. He was a
hard act to follow
as he had been the
editor for over 35
years. The Resident
is unique as I am sure
that there are very
few, if any, Residents’
Associations with a 12
page colour magazine
which goes out 10
times a year.

I have tried to highlight the
annual cycle of community
events, celebrate the
wonderful green spaces
we have and give clubs,
societies, and other groups
an opportunity to advertise
their events.
I have received letters which
thank the BDRA for updating
residents on the process of
Local Plans and generally
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being the eyes and ears of
the town and district. Going
to press 10 times a year
means that the Resident is
able to be current and
dynamic unlike other less
regular publications.
I have very fond memories
of the 90th anniversary
celebrations in 2016. The
volunteers’ tea was a highlight
with a great tea, a wonderful
quiz based on the roads

of Billericay and Alan
Waddoups’ photos around
the town and district for you to
identify.
This year was also going to
be a great year with the 400th
Anniversary of the May-flower.
Julian has really brought it
alive with his talks and book
and must be disappointed
that all the planned events
have not happened. Some
have been carried over to

next year so like the 2020
Olympics become the
2021 ones we can do
the same with some of
the 400th Anniversary
events.
Another legacy of the
90th Anniversary is the
time capsule kept in the
Cater Museum. It will be very
revealing to open it in 2026
and see what has happened
in 10 years.
Thank you to everyone who
has sent me contributions for
the magazine as these make
an editor’s job easier. Thank
you to all the area secretaries
a n d ro a d re p s w h o g e t
the magazine to you, the
residents.
I am sorry to be leaving at a
time when the BDRA’s future
is a concern but have faith
that it is an organisation which
is valued and has 95 years of
a tradition and firm foundation
behind it.

Chris Wade

THE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU
01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
Reg Charity Number: 289466

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will
Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973 Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk
Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com
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夝夝夝夝夝
BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!
Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
夝夝夝夝夝
Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm
6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Dear Editor...
Poems for A Pandemic
Dear Editor,
I am delighted and humbled to let you know that I have had a poem
published in the book ‘Poems for a Pandemic’
This is currently available as an ebook on Amazon, and we are
expecting it to be soon published as a hard copy. An idea of the
editor, Angela Marston, all the proceeds are donated to NHS
charities. The poems are written by people from front line
professions and provide an historical record of their experiences
during lockdown.
I would encourage everyone to buy a copy for posterity and to
support our amazing NHS.
Sylvina Tate

Recycling Update

Stamp Appeal

Look at Eco Essex Recycling Community
Facebook page as Amy Yeldham is collecting a
number of things like pet food pouches, crisp
packets etc. for Terracycle.

Terri Bush is in desperate need for used
stamps from anywhere around the world/
collections. BCRT Stamp Appeal, 20 Bowers
Road, Benfleet SS7 5PZ.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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aving contacted many of our usual
“Events” contributors we were
delighted to hear that most Societies
and Clubs were planning to start again
(restrictions permitting) in 2021 so we will
bring you up to date news of events and
meetings as soon as we have them.

H
Events
Photofold Camera
Club

Mayflower 2020
Society

Premium Event via
Zoom. Four separate
presentations
covering a range of
photographic genres. Total cost £30.
15th September – Guy Edwards
Author and published Landscape and
Nature
photographer.
22nd
September – Glynn Dewis Uk
photographer, educator and author.
29th September – Mark Pain World
class sports photographer and 27th
October Steve Gosling Professional
contemporary landscape photographer.
Club recommences on 8th September
so anyone interested in joining or for
tickets to the Premium Event contact
christopher.wppldridge@btinternet.com
or telephone 07341 835879. Visit
http://photofold.org.uk

Please be advised
the following
events have been
rescheduled as
follows:- 15th August Billericay tree
Wardens Exhibition is postponed
to August 2021. 5th September
Billericay Horticultural Society North
American Plant Display is postponed
to 5th June 2021. 13th September
Mill Meadows Country Fayre is
postponed to 12th September 2021
and 15th September - 3rd
October Billericay Art Trail is
postponed to September 2021.

Grenfell PreSchool
Grenfell Preschool
at South Green
Memorial Hall is
due to re-open to
children aged from 2yrs old from
Monday 7th September. Visit
grenfellpreschool.ik.org or axial
grenfellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk

Emmanuel Church
•Emmanuel
Church
will
reopen
for
Public Worship
on Sunday 6th
September.
• RING PULLS
Many of you collect ring pulls for
the Purple Community Fund. Can
please collect them at your place of
work and either send them direct or
bring them along next time you’re in
Billericay.

• Tinderbox will play at Emmanuel
Church, Billericay, on Friday 19th
September at 19.30 hrs (Doors at
18:45 hrs). This replaces the
scheduled House Gig (for obvious
reasons) but it does mean more
people will be able to attend.
Numbers are limited and tickets are
£15.00 plus fees.

Mayflower Morris
Men
We’ve been
around since at
least 1575 and
you can see
how fit and
young
we
look! So, forget
about going to
the gym, golf
or jogging – if you really want to find
the elixir of youth, take up Morris.
Every Thursday from 8th October at
8.00pm in St. Mary Magdalen in the
High Street, tuition free and we’ll be
operating in a responsible sociallydistanced manner. Musicians are
welcome. You will need two (clean)
hankies. Contact 01277 654228, email
bagman@mayflowermorrismen.com,
www.mayflowermorris.com

Coach Trips: There is no news yet when these
will re-continue however it will not be this year.

Billericay Striders –
10k
Unfortunately,
although
not
f o r m a l l y
confirmed yet,
it's looking very
unlikely that there
will be a 10K
Road Race this year due to the
ongoing restrictions covering mass
participation events.

Billericay
Horticultural
Society
This Society has
decided to CLOSE until
January 2021 when
this will be reviewed dependant on
prevailing guidance.

Choir
for all
Seasons
The 11th July
Choir of All
Seasons concert
is postponed to
27th March 2021.

Are you running events/
club meetings via Zoom
or in an outside location
with Social Distancing?
Please let us know and
we can advertise your
event here.
To advertise
your event here
please email
resident@bdra.org
• • • • •
Deadline is
10th September for
events between
10th October and
9th November

Unveiling of the Pilgrim Fathers' Plaque by the Twinning Association.
An event listing must have the following details: Date, Time, Location, Contact person’s telephone number, email and can have website. Priority is given to Billericay and District events.
Groups programme details are encouraged. It is the responsibility of the group to send in changes and renew annually.
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MONEY

M AT T E R S

Observations about Post-Lockdown Finances
’m sure we have all experienced
“lockdown” in different ways. For
some it must have been a truly
awful time, particularly for those
who lost relatives or, like us,
friends to the Virus. For others I’m
sure it was a truly amazing time,
discovering new pastimes or even
just getting to do all the jobs they
had been putting off for possibly
years.

I

For some it never happened at all, key
workers NHS staff etc. and for some there
may have been no change in their lives at all.

It was a time to “spring clean”, take stock
and reflect on what one’s priorities are. I
understand since lockdown eased there
have been record enquiries about purchase
of property abroad. Retirement it seems has
been brought forward for many.

redundancies in almost every area of
business. Some Shops, Pubs and
Restaurants will never re-open, and the
economy will shrink, reducing the
Governments income just at a time when the
benefits bill will start to increase and the
Covid debt need repaying.

Financially we will all be paying for this
Virus for many many years, we have not
even had the “final” bill yet.

One thing is certain, we will all be paying a
lot more tax in future: VAT and Income Tax at
25% perhaps?

The effect on the UK economy will be far
reaching. Will the High Street recover now
we have had four months of non-stop
shopping on-line? We already have

It’s not all “doom and gloom” I think there
may have been some benefits from Covid. I
believe it has made us vulnerable and more
aware of the damage we are doing to our

Planet. Concern for the environment, the
effect of global warming, renewable clean
energy, sustainable use of resources and
many other factors are now gaining
prominence.
Would you rather buy what you need from a
company that does not care how they treat
the environment or one that ensures they
protect it? Companies that actively embrace
good practice could be the ones that prosper
from the aftermath of Covid and thus could
be the best place to invest.
We are not out of the woods yet, and life may
never be the same again but there are
lessons to be learnt from the experience,
which I hope makes the future a better place
than it would have been without Covid19.

Independent Financial Advice Centre
Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ
Authorised and Regulated by
the Financial Conduct Authority

www.impartialadviser.com

Dealing with wills and LPAs whilst social distancing
here is no change in sight
for the relaxation of the rules
regarding the witnessing of
wills or Lasting Powers of
Attorney.

T

With social distancing likely to remain a
constant for the foreseeable future, it is
important that we can continue to assist our
clients with key documents
Wills: We have been able to do virtual will
signing appointments using FaceTime,
WhatsApp and Microsoft Teams to ensure
clients are correctly guided through the
whole process. If a will is not signed
correctly, then it will become invalid, which

means either your previous will becomes
live again (provided it was not destroyed) or
intestacy rules apply.
The most important aspect of signing any
will whilst social distancing is to ensure that
there is a clear line of sight for all those that
are signing and everyone watches each
other sign.
In my latest will signing, my client and the
two witnesses were in the garden observing
social distancing rules. My client placed the
phone in a position where I was able to see
and guide all of them through the witnessing
process while ensuring the strict measures
were adhered to.

Lasting Powers of Attorney
Lasting Powers of Attorney are even more
important now with the lockdown.
Without both documents in place, you
may struggle to get the assistance you
need to help with your finances or the
persons of your choosing may not be able
to make decisions about your medical
treatment.
As a result of lockdown, most care homes
do not wish to allow visitors to come into
contact with residents. The law says that no
care home employee can be a witness to a
Lasting Power of Attorney.

However, we have worked with care homes
to be able to set up a video call and take
instructions for Lasting Powers of Attorney.
If you have not made Lasting Powers of
Attorney, now is the time to do so, or if you
have a loved one in a resident care home,
get in touch and we can help.
I am working from home, but available to
talk if you need any further advice on the
probate process.
If you have a question, I would
much rather you ask it and we
spend some time having a free
chat, than not. I can be contacted
on 01245 453833 or
emma.clarke@birkettlong.co.uk.

we’re
w
e’re on
o your
your side
s
Whether you
you need legal advice
advice for
for your
your business
business or your
your family,
family, we
we realise
realise that
that you
you
expect
e
xpect straightforward
straightforward expertise
expertise from
from someone who knows
knows their
their area
area of law
law inside out.
And what’s
what’s mor
e, a
ett L
o
ong
y
ou can be sur
e tha
wyers will lis
ten and car
e.
more,
att Birk
Birkett
Long
you
sure
thatt our la
lawyers
listen
care.
It’s
It
’s not just
just about knowing
knowing the
e law.
law.

JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK
01268 824924
www.birkettlong.co.uk
Basildon Chelmsford Colchester

Incorporating
Inc
orporating E. E
Edwards
dwards Son & Noic
Noice
e
Authorised
by
Solicitors
Regulation
Authority
A
uthorised and regulated
regulated
db
y the Solicit
ors R
egulation A
uthority (No.
(N
No. 488404)
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H

ow very lucky we have all been in Billericay to have had our
beautiful park to visit during the recent lockdown. Many people
have said what a lifeline it has been, enabling them to keep sane,
get out in the fresh air and to see other people, even talking to them
from a distance.

In the week that lockdown began, the
Friends were able to plant an oak tree to
commemorate the sailing of the
Mayflower to America in 1620. Through,
almost daily, watering by three steadfast
volunteers, the tree has thrived and we
hope will give pleasure and help us
remember those brave Pilgrim Fathers
of long ago.
In the early summer, the greenness of
the new growth everywhere was just
amazing, with the trees coming out and
the forget-me-nots in full bloom, closely
followed by a marvellous display of
rhododendrons. Down by the lake, the
grasses area was filled with a mass of
orange escholzias, which contrasted
with the blue skies and lake at the time.
More recently the flower meadow has
been a haze of blue and has given
pleasure as summer moves towards its
closing weeks.
For some weeks, we had been
concerned that only one of the Great
Crested Grebes had appeared this year,
but by early June, Fred and Ginger were
together again, to build a nest and
produce their first offspring of the year.

Our resident photographer Sarah
Clapton caught an amazing photo of
Fred bringing a fish for one of his
youngsters.
Meanwhile, the Friends’ gardeners were
not allowed to garden for ten long
weeks. When they returned in mid-June,
the weeds had been growing, many
plants had been lost and the beds
needed a huge amount of attention.
Luckily more new gardeners joined the
group and over 200 hours work was
done in the first few weeks, restoring
order once again. The first week over 40
barrow loads of weeds were collected
from the red roses and rhododendron
beds alone!
If you benefitted from the park during
the pandemic, we hope you will
consider becoming a member of the
Friends of Lake Meadows. By becoming
a member you will support the work that
we do each week to keep it looking
good. However, you do not need to be
become involved as a volunteer unless
you wish. Details of membership (only
£5 a year) are on our website

www.lakemeadows.org.uk

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:

y Free estimates and advice

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed
y Part P registered

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

For anything Electrical call Mick on
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk
6

O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating
Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment
Reports & Surveys

Tel: 01277 653587 Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Billericay Insights
from the

Cater Museum
by Adam Adshead
or those unfamiliar with
The Cater Museum, it is a
small charity located in
a house in the middle of
Billericay High Street. Its
simple aim is to preserve the
history of Billericay and its
people. Inside a large number
of items are on display from
pieces of the Zeppelin which
was brought down in 1916
to pottery from renowned
sculptor Stella Crofts and our
famous Two Headed Lamb.

The BRDC was formed in 1895 and
originally covered 24 parishes from
Basildon to Brentwood, Ramsden
Bellhouse to East Horndon

In common with many museums
there are an even larger number of
items packed away in storage
boxes, patiently awaiting their turn
to feature in a display and I thought
I’d start by looking at one of these:
Billericay Rural District Council’s
“Report of the Medical Officer of
Health” from 1905.

The medical picture was quite
different to that of today. 403 people
died in 1905, over half of whom
were in the Asylum. The report
noted a death rate of 25.7 per 1,000
inhabitants - significantly higher
than 2019’s national figure of 9.4.
The 19th century had seen many
public health reforms which were

F

The 1905 report reveals a
population of 17,503 which
included 613 soldiers at Warley
Barracks (on the site of what was
until 2018 was Ford’s Brentwood
HQ) and 1,698 “inmates” of the
Asylum in buildings which opened
in 1853 as the Essex County
Lunatic
Asylum
(also
in
Brentwood). These buildings still
exist as luxury flats!

driven by the fear of infectious
diseases spreading within and
between overcrowded towns and
cities. In 1889 the Infectious
Diseases (Notification) Act was
passed requiring local medical
health officers to be informed of
specific infectious diseases - and
those who suffered from them were
compelled to be sent to isolation
hospitals.
Our report shows that in 1905 the

Billericay Rural Sanitary Authority
notified 117 cases of infectious
diseases: a case of typhoid, 28 of
diphtheria and 70 of Scarlet Fever
and of these over half were children
aged between 5 and 15.
Sadly we remain closed at
present for obvious reasons but you
can find out more about the
museum and details of the
Friends of the Cater Museum at
catermuseum.co.uk

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs
We are a family run general building
company who takes pride in our
standard of work and we treat
every home we work in as if it
were our own.
Telephone 01277 610015
E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

Floors, walls and bathrooms.
For a good as new look –
grout revival and silicone renewal.
Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin

01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Funeral Directors
Directors
and Monumental
Stone Masons
Known for excellence,
trusted for value
Brentwood Office :

Page 8

SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating
Paper stripping, Paper hanging,
Painting
References and
Portfolio Upon Request

Call
C
all 01277 887550 ( 24 hrss )
Billericay Office :

Calll 01277 886933 ( 24
Cal
24 hrs
s)
www.bennettsfunerals.co.uk
www.bennettsfunerals.co.u
uk

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates
and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

All Aspects
Roofing
Slate house signs made to
measure.
Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.
Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com

Facebook.com/blastedmemories1

www.foxpath.co.uk

F.A.Ingram

8

For all your roofing needs

•

Established since 2001

•

Call for free advice and estimates
Telephone: 01277 724525
Mobile: 07973 344494
allaspectsroofing@yahoo.co.uk
www.allaspectsroofing.org

Eco-friendly cleaning
and housekeeping

Our team of reliable and
experienced housekeepers are fully
insured, DBS checked and trained to
clean effectively and efficiently using
eco-friendly products.

Carpentry & Joinery

Our housekeepers work in teams of
two or more for your security and
peace of mind.

Fine interiors & bespoke joinery
Advanced City & Guilds qualified
From skirting to loft conversions
Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749

Regular cleaning
One off cleaning

For a free, personalised quote, please
call Amanda on 07470 904591 or email:
enquiries@serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Laundry

www.serenityhousekeeping.co.uk

Bed making

Serenity Housekeeping Ltd

Help with shopping
General household help
Ad hoc housekeeping

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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Equity Release Specialist
Offering a whole of market service to
homeowners over the age of 55+
Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to
remain living in it independently for longer
• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages
or credit cards
• Providing financial assistance to your children
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can
affect your eligibility for means tested benefits

Page 9

Computer repairs
& IT Support
Home and Business computer repairs and IT Support
Professional Microsoft Certified Technician
10 years of experience providing IT solutions
Call Andrew on 07590 057809 or 01277 523456

andrew@a1pcservices.co.uk

Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Janet Hibberd
Bespoke Florist
Specialising in creative
funeral flowers & tributes

 01277 650276
 FlourishingFlowers.co.uk
 Facebook.com/flourishingflowers
 Janet.flourishingflowers@gmail.com

A J Turner
Paving Specialist
WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND
BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Brick drives • Tarmacadam
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios
Turfing • Brick work • Fencing
For all your outside work call Jay on

Conveyancing

01277 375901 or 07887 523455

(Residential/Commercial)

Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

Personal Injury
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law
Family Law
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients
(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
Notary Public now available!
100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596
e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement
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S & D BANKS Ltd
• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires
• Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil
• Underfloor Heating

(All work guaranteed – fully insured)

Billericay 630236

Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

228512

夝 Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £69 incl.
夝 Boiler Service from £59 incl.
夝 Power Flushing from £285 incl.

APPROVED

email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com

www.sdbanksplumbing.com

25 years in the trade

F. E. FARRER

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS
5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860
Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages
Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

TLC Bathrooms
Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants
Call us today for a FREE quote!

33 High Street

246 Hutton Road

Billericay

Shenfield

Steve Reader – based in Billericay

01277 622944

01277 216030

stevereader@aol.com www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

LOCAL PLASTERER

Computer Problems?

All aspects of interior plastering

Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put
up with expensive call out charges.

Call Graeme
Mobile: 07930 364291
Tel: 01277 654086

For Olive Trees
www.olivetreesandmore.co.uk

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat
Gary@PCTechnician.co.uk

No Call Out Charge!

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE
BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS
POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

To advertise here
Please contact Chris at:
resident@bdra.org

James Birch 07786 321330
Gerry Birch 01277 651995 / 07803 044838
10
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Committee Focus
Local Plan Update, March to
August 2020
No date has yet been set for the
next formal stage of the Local
Plan, the Examination in Public.
We continue to be in contact
with our professional planning
consultants as part of our
preparations.
We understand that Basildon
Council are proposing to make
amendments to the document
submitted to the Planning
Inspectorate to take account of
factors such as the proposed
Basildon
To w n
Centre
redevelopment but have not
become aware of any changes
to those elements associated
directly with Billericay. We have
concerns that such changes will
not be subject to public scrutiny.
It should be noted that the last
opportunity residents of Billericay
had to comment on the content
of Basildon Council’s draft Local
Plan was in 2016 when around
1700 extra houses were
allocated to Billericay. The more
recent Public Consultation in
2018 was on the Plan’s
soundness, not its content. The
draft Local Plan submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate assigns
2700 new houses to Billericay.
There has still been no feedback
on the South West Billericay
Masterplan. BDRA and BAG
representatives first attended an
event with the consultants
conducting the work over a year
ago.
We note that Gleesons,
developers of the site identified
in the draft Local Plan as
Windmill Heights, have leafleted

homes in the vicinity of the site
including a basic questionnaire.
They are now calling the site
Kennel Lane, not to be confused
with site of the same name
included in an earlier draft of the
Plan but not included in the
current draft.
The
Government
has
announced a consultation on a
raft of major changes to
planning laws and the way they
are implemented intended to
speed up building. Land would
be designated as either for
Growth, Renewal or Protection
with implied approval being
granted
for
some
developments. Other than
developers and the Government
the vast majority of initial
comments from authoritative
experts have been negative.
Whilst the devil will be in the
detail there are serious
concerns that the ability of
local residents to influence
developments which will affect
their daily lives will be minimised
and that Green Belt protections
will be weakened. Mechanisms
to produce the funding for
infrastructure are also unclear.

Anisha Grange
“A Moment in
Time”
BTC Cllr Carl Roberts (second
in from left) sends us details of

MAYFLOWER

The Value of
Coppicing:-

a tree planting project carried
out at the 19 Hallmark Care
Homes to mark this poignant
moment in history. The Pear tree
was chosen as it signifies
“persistence and perseverance”
and represents a befitting
c h o i c e f o r t h e H o m e ’s

“Moment
Projections from the Office of
National Statistics on housing
n e e d h a v e b e e n re d u c i n g
for some time. Some Local
Authorities have been advised
by the Planning Inspectorate to
reduce the housing numbers in
their Local Plans. However,
the Government continues to
promote its 300,000 per year
target.

“Help us to help you”

in

Time”

observance. It represents a
symbol of hope for the future
and commemorates a special
time of unity between staff and
residents whilst faced with a
very difficult journey through the
challenge of a pandemic. The
tree planting at the 19 Hallmark
Care Homes further signifies the
unity and solidarity between the
Homes.

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

This has been
a very difficult
message to get
across locally.
Some see that
the coppicing of
our woodlands
as destructive. It
could not be further from the truth and put
into an historical context will explain the
reasoning. Many ancient woodlands, such
as Norsey Wood, would not exist today
had they not been a valuable source of
timber for local craftsmen and their
families over the centuries; and thus were
protected for providing livelihoods by the
action of coppicing. In the early days,
wildlife biodiversity was a by-product of
coppicing for livelihoods, whereas today
coppicing is directly carried out to promote
wildlife biodiversity and keep alive the
ancient skills of woodcraft. Thus the old
adage “A wood that pays is a wood that
stays” rings true. Without the traditional
regime of coppicing, we would have even
less woodlands than we have today.
billericaytreewardens@gmail.com
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400 years ago this year.
The Voyage of the May-Flower
by Julian Whybra

June 1620
A group of London
businessmen and financial
backers, the Merchant
Adventurers,
obtained
permission from King James
to found a colony in Virginia.
They recruited as settlers
English religious Separatists
including
Christopher
Martin, a Billericay
merchant. On 8th June he
sold the last of his High
Street properties. Soon
afterwards the backers hired
the May-Flower , chose
Martin as purchasing agent
and ship’s Governor, and
persuaded a party of
English religious exiles in
Holland to join their venture.
In Leyden the English exiles
hired the Speedwell to
transport them to England.
H o w e v e r, t h e D u t c h
government had its own
colonization projects and
sought to subvert rival
English plans. Unbeknown
to the exiles, it bribed the
Speedwell’s captain to
sabotage his ship during a
re-fit so that it would leak.
Meanwhile, Martin bought
provisions and equipment
for the May-Flower’s voyage.

July 1620
Christopher Martin was
living as a tenant in The
Chantry House (now
Slipped Discs / Kosthuree)
in the High Street. On 15th
July the May-Flower sailed

from Rotherhithe with the
bulk of the Separatist
families aboard.
That
morning, Martin, his wife
Mary, stepson Solomon
Prower, and servant John
Langemore left Billericay
bound for either Leigh or
Grays where in the evening
they were rowed out to the
May-Flower in the Thames.
On the 19th the ship docked
in Southampton and awaited
the arrival of the Speedwell
carrying a party of English
religious exiles from Leyden,
Holland. The Speedwell left
Delfshaven on the 22nd and
arrived at Southampton on
the 26th where it underwent
ten days of repairs to
prevent leaking to which it
was prone.

August 1620
In Southampton Governor
Christopher Martin was
obliged to sell some
provisions to pay off his
creditors. He was criticized
by the Pilgrims from Leyden
for
his
financial
management of the voyage,
missing accounts and
receipts, irresponsible
behaviour and profligate
spending. In return, Martin
accused them of being
unthankful, suspicious and
mutinous. The May-Flower
and the Speedwell left
Southampton on 5th August
but after five days the
Speedwell began to leak
and they had to turn about,

reaching Dartmouth on the
12th for repairs. Some of
the Speedwell’s passengers
wanted to abandon the
voyage but Martin refused to
let them ashore. They set
sail again on the 23rd but
three days later the
Speedwell again sprang a
leak. They were forced to
dock at Plymouth on the
27th for yet more repairs.

September 1620
After ten days of failed
repairs to the Speedwell
in Plymouth, it was
decided that the May-Flower
would proceed alone. The
Speedwell’s
passengers
transferred to the MayFlower,
though
some
refused and abandoned the
voyage. The May-Flower left
Plymouth on the 6th with 99
potential colonists crammed
into the ’tween-deck – a
dank, airless, 4’ high,
claustrophobic
space
separating the hold from
the deck.
Two of the
Speedwell’s crew, hired to
work for them for a year,
joined them. For the three
pregnant women aboard
there was no privacy. The
colonists became seasick
and began to suffer the
crew’s jibes. One profane
seaman threatened he
would soon throw them
overboard. As it was, this
man was smitten with a
“greeveous disease, of
which he dyed in a

desperate maner” and so
was himself the first to be
thrown overboard.

October 1620
The May-Flower met with a
succession of westerly
gales. At times it was blown
backwards, meaning the
ship’s
average
speed
across the Atlantic was just
2 m.p.h. Dramatic events
were enacted aboard.
During a severe gale a
massive wave hit the ship
and cracked a structural
timber. The ship’s master
considered turning back but
the colonists helped the
ship’s carpenter repair it by
lending him a screw-jack – a
mechanical device used to
lift heavy objects – intended
to help with house-building
in the New World. The
“great iron scrue ye
passengers brought out of
Holland” was used to lift the
fractured beam while a
supporting
beam
was
hammered
into
place.
During another storm one
Pilgrim, John Howland, was
swept overboard but,
underwater, caught a trailing
rope and miraculously was
hauled aboard.
____________________________

What happened next in
November 1620 the next
episode will be in
November’s Resident.

Join the BDRA
Receive 10 copies of the Resident, keep up to date with residents’ issues, events, useful info, advertisers
offering services you may need, coach trips and area committees working on your behalf.
Be part of an Association which has served residents for 94 years.

Telephone: 01277 654173

Email: resident@bdra.org

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

THE RESIDENT is published by the Billericay District Residents’ Association. Chair: Andy Maddocks 01277 654173. Email resident@bdra.org
Designed and printed by Acors Press, 3 Molineaux Court, Radford Way, Billericay, Essex CM12 0BT. Telephone: 01277 658090. Email printing@acorspress.co.uk
BDRA website at: www.bdra.org

