
Let’s hope April is not as tempestuous as March was. The main theme in this month’s
Resident is getting out and about in nature. There are our own green spaces and those
within easy distance of Billericay.  I have also been reminded that the Town Council

walks leaflets are well worth getting for walking from Billericay.  A good way to visit places
with friends and visitors.
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Be part of an Association which

has served residents for 92 years.

Telephone: 01277 632390  

Also this last month I
have heard about an
initiative to keep
Billericay’s spaces 
freer from litter
The scouts have set us an example
by removing unsightly litter. I am not
sure if it is a one off or something
they will be asking others to help
them with. There are also a few litter
picks in the year organised by the
Town Council. 

We may say that picking up litter is
the responsibility of the council
however there is no way that they
have the resources to cover the
amount of litter and larger items
which have been dumped.

A group in Wickford who call
themselves the Wickford Wombles
have worked in partnership with the
Council to make a real difference.
They said that they benefitted the
environment and enjoyed meeting
neighbours and other residents. 

Comment
I don’t know if you heard it but I
loved the comment on the Now
Show when they said that at the

end of March when the clocks went
forward we would have one less
hour to discuss Brexit. We watch
with bated breath how this is all
going to pan out and know it will
affect us all. At a local level we
have elections in May so now
would be the time to question those
who are standing for election. What
are they going to do for Billericay?

Behind the scenes
As we continue to put our plan
together to be recognised as a
significant group we would
welcome any ideas you have to
help us to add to our strategy
sessions. The more ideas the
merrier since ideas always spark
off other ideas. The main question
is how can we expand our role in a
way that we can let councillors,
developers and planners know our
views and holding them to account. 

There will be a number of practical
tasks which will range from updates
on development work and
monitoring what is happening. I
remember when Virgin were putting
in their cables suddenly there was
an awareness it was happening
and questions were being asked.

Also the debacle which was the
rerouting of the number 9 bus and
Openreach’s inefficiency was
noted by a resident and followed
up. 

Let me know your thoughts on
resident@bdra.org and come
along to the AGM on
May 15th at 7.30 at
Emmanuel Church
Hall to hear more
and talk to us about
your ideas. As they
say no idea is not worth listening to.

CAN YOU HELP?
We still need a road rep for
Dorset Way. If no-one comes
forward then the round
will disappear.  Paul Farrow
would love to hear from you
on 01277 625126.

––––––––––––––

Membership secretary details
are on page 11. It is another
member of the team we need.
Get in touch to have a chat
632390 or resident@bdra.org
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THE COACH & HORSESTHE COACH & HORSES
CHAPEL STREET, BILLERICAY, CM12 9LU

01277 622873

Restaurant Food at Pub Prices
� � � � �

BEST SUNDAY LUNCH
IN TOWN!

Served 12.00noon to 6.00pm
� � � � �

Food served Monday to Saturday
12.00noon to 2.15pm

6.00pm to 9.00pm

www.thecoachandhorses.org

The Ranger, supported by the
Society and weekly Working Party,
has diversified the management
of the wood to complement
established coppicing practices.
The aim is to broaden the range of
habitats to improve the ecological
value of Billericay’s woodland gem.
All our work supports an ambitious
Countryside Stewardship Scheme
plan submitted by the Ranger and
approved by Natural England.

In anticipation of our Open Day on Sunday 12 May,
it seems like a good time to update you on all the work
which has been done over the last year and our plans

for the future management and improvement of the Wood. 

A multi-year programme of ride
widening was started last Winter
to increase the area of woodland
edge exposed to the sun and create
various microclimates.  Over time,
visitors who approach quietly,
should notice more insects and
butterflies enjoying the wild flowers.

The Society has provided Tawny
Owl boxes, additional Bat Boxes
and home made Buzzard platforms.

Last Winter we started another multi-
year programme to rejuvenate
Norsey Meadow and planted a
hedgerow with ‘whips’ (tiny saplings)
supplied by the Woodland Trust and
cleared the bank alongside Norsey
Close ready for additional planting.

Thanks to Basildon Borough Council
and a grant from Veolia Maintenance
Trusts, the car park and some of the
most damaged main pathways are
currently being improved.  The
Norsey Wood Society has become
a Co-op Local Cause until end-
October this year.  Our priority will
be to install map boards at the
main pedestrian entrances to
encourage visitors to explore
deeper into the wood.  The next
priority will be to employ a
specialist contractor to thin out
the encroaching secondary
woodland in Norsey Meadow to
increase the grassland habitat,
but retaining selected larger trees.
If you shop at the Co-op refer
to norseywoodsociety.uk to find
out how you can direct your
Community contribution to us.

Future plans include improvnig
the picnic areas and better
management of our ponds for
Damsel/Dragonflies and other less
visible creatures such as Newts,

Frogs and Toads.  Society members
continue to monitor Butterflies,
Dormice and Water Shrews,
indicator species of a healthy and
diverse woodland.  

Our website norseywoodsociety.uk
includes further details about the
working party, quarterly Talks, our
Open Day Sunday 12 May, how to
help us through Co-op Local
Causes and how to support the
Society by becoming a member.

Leaving St. Luke’s Hospice a gift in your Will is one of the most
valuable and lasting ways that you can support us.

“A gift of just 1% will make a real difference”
For a free information pack or information on our Free Make a Will 

Event, please contact the IMO and Legacy Officer Rebecca Rowley on:
Tel: 01268 524 973     Email: rebeccarowley@stlukeshospice.co.uk

Visit: www.stlukeshospice.com

Reg Charity Number: 289466

Norsey Woods – Billericay’s Woodland Gem 

New Planting
Clearing and widening
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From the above oblique mentions it is clear that BAG and BDRA are
being recognised as the driving force behind a large number of the
responses. We were ready to respond and flexible enough to offer times
for people to be supported in their response and they didn’t have to go
to Basildon but could respond in the High Street.

It is evident from the analytics which we have on the BDRA website that
a high number of people looked to us to understand a complex
consultation form.

A Key cabinet member is telling us that we are communities not
numbers.  How is it that currently we feel like numbers?

Like every organisation we are only as good as the resources we have.
We have committed funds to challenging the soundness of the Local
Plan and to representation at the examination in public. This is the time
when we need experts and not just any expert but experts who have
been recommended. We are keeping them up to date with any news
as we hear it and plan to use them wisely. 

BAG with their single issue focus, albeit it a complex one, have grown
their expertise over the last 5 years.  This makes them a very valuable
resource.

Mike Andrews.

BDRA Local Plan Update

Mike has put this feedback together and linking it to

what we have done so far as we wait for the date of

the examination in public.

Information taken from the report to the next SPI

Committee on 7 March 2019. 

Regulation 19 Consultation generated 5070

representations from 1588 respondees.  100

representations inadmissible. 

Majority of the responses from members of the

public, businesses and interest groups. 

Local Plan and the responses to be submitted to

Planning Inspectorate before end of March 2019. 

Only 30 of the possible 306 sessions with officers

were booked.  (Several hundred residents attended

BDRA/BAG drop-in sessions.)

And we got an indirect mention in the report; 

5) Third Party Activities Whilst not council-led, it is

recognised that various third party promotion

from the borough’s village, town and parish

councils, as well as special interest groups,

action groups and local social media community

pages took place before and during the

consultation period encouraging individuals and

local communities to take part and respond to the

consultation with their views. This ranged from

organised campaigns to impromptu social media

activity covering specific matters of interest.

FEEDBACK



To advertise 
your event here

please email
resident@bdra.org   

• • • • •
Deadline is 

15th April for 
events between 
10th May and 

10th June

Free, Guests £2 Refreshments provided & visitors
welcome. Limited parking available. Contact
07960 654707. 
Email Membershipu3a18@gmail.com or
http://u3asites.org.uk/bb

Breathing Space
Respiratory Exercise Classes -
Emmanuel Church, Laindon Rd,
Billericay, Tuesdays 11:30-13:00

and 13:00-14:30. Contact Honorie 01268
574390, Mob 07977 710009 email
honorie.anang@btinternet.com/ £6 per session.

Stock Drama Group 
Presents Bazaar & Rummage
- A comedy by sue Townsend.
Wednesday 24th April -

Saturday 27th April. Stock Village Hall, CM4
9NF. Doors Open at 7.30pm. Curtain up 8.00pm.
A touching comedy about three housebound
agoraphobic women who with the aid of their
Councillor Gwenda, try to overcome their disorder.
Follow their journey through the  laughter
and tears. Tickets available on line at
www.Ticketsource/stockdramagroup, or at
Exclusive Dry Cleaners Billericay or call 01277
840737. Priced at £10, Concessions at £9
available for Wednesday evening only.

Billericay Mayflower Twinning 
Association

Invites its members to its
unveiling of a programme
for ‘Mayflower 2020’, the
400th commemoration of
Billericay’s link with the

Mayflower. Friday 26th April 8.00-10.00pm at
Great Burstead Church Hall.  Includes a brief
talk on Plymouth Colony, quiz & displays,
refreshments provided. Free. All American
residents in the town and their families are
especially welcome.  Limited spaces. Contact
Geoff Douglas 01277 654228. 

Remus Horse Sanctuary
Sunday 5th May 2019
First Open Day of the
Season 1.00-5.00pm. Live
music with Midnite-Blu.

Refreshments are available all afternoon. Stalls
and children’s play area. Come along and meet
our 200+ wonderful animals and learn about the
work we do. Contact 01277 356191.

Billericay 
Soapbox Derby
Monday 6th May 2019
Soapboxes will race down
Thunder Road, the downhill
run from Billericay Sun

Corner along London Road towards the Western
Road traffic lights. Get your tickets now for the
Rotary Club of Billericay’s major charity event.
Advance Saver Ticket prices are £4 per person or
£14 for a family of four – buy online at
www.rcbsoapbox.co.uk Prices at the Gates
on the day will be £5 per person. Gates open
9.00am, competitive racing all day from 9.45am
to 4.45pm, prize giving 5.00pm, event closes at
5.30pm. All timings subject to change on the day.
100% of ALL Profits raised will go to Charities
supported by Rotary. 
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BDRA Area Committee
Meetings

All members welcome to
attend. If you would like to
raise an issue or are interested
in local matters and want to get
involved we would love to see
you. Next meeting is at
7.30pm at the Reading Rooms
on Wednesday 10th April

for Billericay East/Burstead Area Committee and
Wednesday 25th April, for Billericay West Area
Committee. If you would like to come and have an
issue to discuss contact us on resident@bdra.org

Basildon Council 
Crunch Times
Mobile tip for household waste. 

Saturday 13th April
9.00am-12.00pm St David’s Walk, Billericay
Saturday 4th May
9.00am-12.00pm Hannakins Farm, Billericay.
Visit www.basildon.gov.uk/crunch

Billericay WI
Meets 1st & 3rd Wed of the month at 2.00pm in
the WI Hall, St Ediths Lane. Wednesday 17th
April – Quiz & Wednesday 1st May – AGM.

Buttsbury WI
Meets on 2nd Tuesday of the month at Canon
Roche Hall 8.00pm-10.00pm.  
New members welcome, for details contact Jan
Nash on 01277 630147.

South Green WI
Meet on 3rd Thursday of the month 7.45pm-
10.00pm at South Green Memorial Hall.  
New members welcome contact Doreen Gazzard
on 01277 652739.

Basildon & District 
Rambling Club
Meets every Saturday at 2.00pm
with some longer walks on other

days. The Saturday walks are 4-5 miles with a rest
half way. 
New members are welcome. Membership is £6
per year and includes all walks. 
www.basildonanddistrictramblingclub.btck.co.uk 

Greenway Ramblers
Meets 10.00am every Tuesday
(5-6 miles) and Sunday (longer
walks of 10+ miles with a break

for lunch). Walks commence at different venues
(Pub or Recreation Ground car park) details can
be found in the current Walks Programme. New
members welcome. Contact Joe Lawton on 01277
631119 or visit www.greenwayramblers.org.uk 

Billericay Parkrun
Every Saturday 8.45am at Lake
Meadows. Parkrun provides a
free, timed, 5k run, jog or walk
for all standards from 4 yrs+ . A
great family and community
event in lovely surroundings.

Visit www.parkrun.org.uk/billericay or visit our
Facebook page

FC Redwing – Free football 
training for 4-6 yr olds

Every Saturday 8.30am at White's
Farm, Barleylands. Provides free
football training every Saturday for
kids currently in Reception & Year

One. With an emphasis firmly on fun, sessions are
run by FA qualified coaches. Email
fcredwingacademy@gmail.com

Gone Too Soon
Bereavement Support
Group for parents who
have lost a Son or
Daughter. Meetings are

held 3rd Monday of the month at Reid’s, 66-68
Laindon Rd, 7.00-9.00pm. Next Meeting is on
Monday 15th April. Free parking available.
Contact: www.gonetoosoon.online or call Lyn
for a chat on 07387 805406.

Hutton Bridge Club 
Learn to play Bridge! Lessons
every Monday morning at the
Hutton Community Centre starting
on Monday 8th April,  Contact
Tony on 07957 406088.

Billericay Horticultural 
Society

Meets in St Mary Magdalen
Church, High St on the 3rd
Monday of every month at 8.00pm.
Entry is £1 for members and £2 for
visitors. Monday 15th April –
Biological Control/Pest Control
without the use of chemicals -

Mike Abel.

Billericay Archeological and 
Historical Society

Meetings are held at The Fold,
Billericay Arts Association,
Laindon Road, at 8.00pm.
Monday 8th April – AGM
7.30pm followed by Customs

and Traditions of London with Mark Lewis.

Billericay Society
Meetings are held in the Fold
Billericay Arts Association,
Laindon Road 01277 659286.
Wednesday 17th April –
AGM 7.30pm followed by

Charles Dickens – Conjurer.

Billericay Bowling Club
Open Day – Sunday 5th May
10.00am-3.00pm followed by
Come & Try sessions on
Tuesdays 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th
May. Attendance at all dates not

required.  Flat soled trainers or shoes are the only
requirement. Refreshments provided. Contact
Jenny or Brian 01268 410883 or 07941 977338.

Grenfell Preschool
Open Day on Sunday 28th
April 10.00am-12.00noon
at South Green Memorial
Hall. Free Admission. Come
and find out about our

preschool, rated "good" by OFSTED. Funded
places available for children aged 2+. Visit
www.grenfellpreschool.ik.org

Belvedere Jazz & Music Club
The Chichester Hotel, Old London Road, Rawreth
SS11 8UE. Entrance fee from £12.50. Food from
6.15pm. Performances 8.00-10.30pm. 
Wednesday 10th April Georgina Jackson
Quartet
Wednesday 17th April Enrico Tomasso’s
Swing Six
Wednesday 24th April Cool Heat, Burning
Beat – Louise Cookman
Wednesday 1st May Simply Swing with Steve
Pert
Wednesday 8th May T.J. Johnson’s Quintet. 
Email: belvederejazz@gmail.com or telephone
07850 607075. 8.00-10.30pm.

Chelmsford Jazz Club
Cramphorne Theatre Chelmsford  – Doors Open
11.45am – Advance Booking 01245 606505. £12
& £16.
Sunday 14th April Matt Wates (sax) Leon
Greening (piano) Julian Bury (bass) Matt Fishwick
(drums)
Sunday 12th May “Sweet Chorus” featuring
John Etheridge, David Kelbie, Chris Garrick and
Peter Townsend

Jazz at the Fold
The Dan Banks Quintet – Saturday 6th April,
7.30pm. A mixture of Blue Note inspired originals
and select material from the American Songbook.
Featuring Paul Higgs (trumpet), Roberto Manzin
(saxophone), Jose Law (drums) and Dan Banks
(piano/bandleader). Tickets £12. Café Layout-
bring your own drinks. The Fold, 72 Laindon
Road, Billericay , CM12 9LD, Tel. 01277 65928.

Billericay Folk Dance Club
Meet every Tuesday 8.00-
10.00pm (except 2nd Tuesday
of the month) in the WI Hall in
St Ediths Lane.  Refreshments
included. You do not need a

partner. Contact Helen 01268 541059.

Cercle français de 
Basildon et Billericay
The Cercle Francais de Basildon et

Billericay meets someFrieddays at The Fold at
8.00pm. Talks on Friday 10th May Napoleon in
music and songs, Friday 24th May French
customs and traditions, Friday 14th June
(Battle of Verdun). Telephone 07986 293419
07986 293419. www.basildonfrenchcircle.org.uk

Single Essex Friends  
A small self run and funding social
group for singles over 50, who are
single, divorced or widowed. It is

a friendly group where members  put on events
which vary between socials, meals out, theatre
trips, short walks and Christmas meal, Summer
Ball etc. We meet fortnightly in Billericay on
Monday evenings and if you would like further
information contact 07922 415298

The Billericay Ladies 
Probus Club 
Meets for lunch at 12.00 on the

second Monday of each month at Mount Avenue
Banqueting Suite, Hutton CM13 2NS. Lunch is
served followed by a speaker. We also have coach
trips, and coffee mornings. 
New members are always welcome, contact
stephanie4probusgmail.com

Basildon & Billericay U3A
Meets 4th Friday of
the month at the
Canon Roche Centre
(behind the Catholic

Church) Laindon Road, Billericay, 2.30-4.00pm
Members free, guests £2 Limited parking
available.The speaker on Friday 26th April will
be David Williams on “The Greening of London”

Events



Independent Financial Advice Centre

Authorised and Regulated by

the Financial Conduct Authority

01277 (Billericay) 630873
97 High Street CM12 9AJ

www.impartialadviser.com

Help & Impartial Advice from Qualified Professionals

Making Sense of a Complicated World

Incorporating E. Edwards Son & Noice
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (No. 488404)

JANE.ORCHARD@BIRKETTLONG.CO.UK

01268 824924

www.birkettlong.co.uk

Basildon  Chelmsford  Colchester

Whether you need legal advice for your business or your family, we realise that you 

expect straightforward expertise from someone who knows their area of law inside out.  

And what’s more, at Birkett Long you can be sure that our lawyers will listen and care.  

It’s not just about knowing the law.
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Tom is 81 and a widower. A few
years ago Tom was diagnosed
with dementia, and although

initially he managed at home with
carers to help, the time came where
his care needs were too much.

So with the help of his family, and advice from
Birkett Long, Tom sold his property and
moved into a care home. Tom had entered
into lasting powers of attorney for property
and finances and health and welfare, meaning
he had officially appointed family members he
trusted to act as his attorneys and deal with
his affairs for him. 

Helping finance the right care
Birkett Long helped with the sale of Tom’s

bungalow and provided his attorneys with
financial advice that ensured they were
claiming for the benefits to which Tom was
entitled. We also worked out how best to fund
his care. At that time, Tom’s assets were above
the local authority limit and therefore his fees
had to be self-funded. 

Adjusting to challenging times
When he first moved to the care home, Tom
needed help with personal care, such as
washing and dressing. He had type two
diabetes but was happy to take medication and
as a result his diabetes was easily managed.
Tom’s attorneys were able to liaise with core
staff on Tom’s behalf. After being in the care
home for about 18 months, Tom’s health
started to deteriorate and he had quite a few

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

The importance of good advice
Our legal team worked with our independent
financial advisers to make sure Tom’s family
had the advice they needed on all aspects of
funding his care and looking after his affairs
throughout this difficult time. As Tom had
appointed family as his attorneys they were
able to help him with decision making
throughout the process and make decisions
on his behalf when he became unable to. 

If you would like to set up an initial
conversation then please 

contact us:
Caroline Woodham is based at our
Basildon office on 01268 244155 

or alternatively you can email
caroline.woodham@birkettlong.co.uk

Helping Tom through his changing care needs
falls. He started to refuse his diabetes
medication and required a nurse to ensure this
was taken at the right time and in the right
quantity for Tom’s illness to be managed. 

Reassessing when things change
Noticing Tom’s deterioration and his increased
level of needs, we advised his carers to arrange
for an NHS Continuing Healthcare assessment
to be carried out. Following the assessment,
Tom’s needs were found to be sufficient to meet
the NHS Continuing Healthcare funding criteria
and his family was told that he was eligible for
funding. This case study illustrates how Tom’s
needs went from being mainly ‘social’ when he
first moved into the care home, to ‘health
needs’. It was this factor that qualified Tom for
full care fee payment from the NHS. 

already receive quite worrying. What use is
that information? 

For example; suppose a year ago you invested
£10,000 each in funds “A” and “B” and Fund
“A” is now worth £11,000 after charges of
£850, whereas fund “B” shows a value of
£10,800 after charges of only £650. The
statement would go on to show that if there
were no charges fund “A” would have made
£11,850 and fund “B” £11,450. 

Would you want to move fund “A” to fund “B”
because it’s cheaper to run - I doubt it? So why
is it compulsory to show you a figure you
cannot receive?

There is no doubt that some fund
managers’/companies’/advisers’ charges are
too high in relation to the performance they

achieve or service they give, and I believe the
hope is that by disclosing this information the
public will question the charges they are
paying.

My concern is that this information when
added to the almost limitless other
paperwork/information that must be issued will
simply be ignored, just like commission
disclosure used to be. It may also increase
costs and thus charges; rather defeating the
object of the exercise.

One of the antiques programmes on television
nearly always dishes out the line “quality
always pays” and I believe it’s the same with
investment;  go for quality management
offering good value and you will not be
disappointed in future. Your IFA knows who
offers that!

Before charging fees for
advice became compulsory,
brokers, IFAs etc, were paid

a commission for arranging
investments. The commission
payable had to be disclosed in writing
but was normally buried within a
mountain of other paperwork, so
often went un-noticed.

Whenever we met new clients and went
through their existing paperwork with them, I
would guess 9 out of 10 were surprised to
learn just how much commission they had
paid their previous “advisers”. “I never knew
it was that much”, was a very common

response. The introduction of compulsory
fees with cost disclosure up front was a step
in the right direction, I believe. 

New regulations now mean that in addition to
advising you “up-front” about costs, platform
and fund managers must now, on issuing
performance statements, disclose to you how
much they have actually charged you to run
your fund and the effect their charges have
had on your return. They must also tell you
how much you would have made had they not
charged you.

The fact that the fund could not exist without
charging you makes this latest compulsory
addition to the reams of paperwork investors

MONEY MATTERS
Cost Disclosure
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O’Dell
Plumbing and Heating

Tel: 01277 653587  Mobile: 07973 131872
Email: odellplumbingandheating@gmail.com

FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS

PROUD TO PROVIDE YOU WITH EXPERIENCE,
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY

Central Heating, Installation & Maintenance
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

Reports & Surveys

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Ahoy there, sailors!
Come on all you
budding sea captains,

pirates, cabin boys and
even admirals – design your
own boat and race with the
armada across our stormy seas!
It’s time to start making your model
boat ready for the Great Lake Race
2019 at Lake Meadows! This year’s
event is taking place on Sunday May
5th, with registration from 1.30pm
and the race starting at 2pm prompt.
Entry forms are on our website, for
you to complete and bring with you,
more will be available on the day.
Entry is free to members of FoLM
and only £2 per boat for non-
members.

The event has proved popular with
families for the past six years. Boats
must be made from recycled
materials, such as paper, card,
plastic bottles, plastic bags, drinking
straws or wood offcuts. No
proprietary model kit boats will be
accepted, and no propeller or power
system may be used except sail
power.

There
a r e
prizes for
the winners and
also one for the best-designed boat.
So, do join us and have some fun in
the park.

Look out also for our next Early Bird
Walk on Sunday May 19th. Join one
of our bird enthusiasts for an early
morning walk around the park to see
which birds are up and about.
Details are on our website, where
you can book on-line.

Contact details
www.lakemeadows.org.uk 

or 
secretary@lakemeadows.org.uk 

Telephone
07843 860 135 

(answerphone)

MSM Electrical
Looking after all your electrical needs since 1986

We offer:
y Free estimates and advice

y Professional, reliable and friendly service
y All works certificated and guaranteed

y Part P registered

For anything Electrical call Mick on 
01277 650839/ 07968 641897 or
Email: msmelec@hotmail.co.uk

Photo by Charles Novis

Photo by Peter Bowditch
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We are a family run general building 
company who takes pride in our 
standard of work and we treat 
every home we work in as if it 
were our own.

Telephone 01277 610015 

E-mail kevin@drageandson.builders

CAS TILING
For all your tiling needs

Floors, walls and bathrooms.  
For a good as new look –

grout revival and silicone renewal.

Professional, reliable & friendly service.

Call Colin
01277 655613 or 07749 710489

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Well, that seems to be
the conclusion of health
authorities in parts of

Britain, where, it is reported,
GPs are being encouraged to
prescribe nature walks instead of
anti-depressants. I have been self-
prescribing this remedy for years
and am convinced of its efficacy.
The flood of endorphins which
washed over me at the sight of
a Camberwell Beauty butterfly
during a walk in the Austrian Alps
in August was more than could
have been achieved with a
bucketful of Prozac. 

However, it is not necessary to go all
the way to Austria, we have plenty of
opportunities on our doorstep in
Billericay. We are all familiar with Lake
Meadows, our beautiful park in the
centre of the town, with its lawns, flower
beds and birdlife, and most of us will
have ventured into Norsey Wood for
the annual Spring display of bluebells.
But how many are aware of the Hutton
Country Park Nature Reserve, a
surprisingly large area of grassland,
hedgerows and reed-enclosed ponds?

With its small car park on Wash Road,
Hutton, it is just a few minutes’ drive
from Billericay and, although a bit
churned up near the entrance, where
there has been recent pruning and
coppicing work, the paths are
generally good, with extensive
boardwalks over the wetter areas. On
a very brief visit this week, I saw at
least a dozen species of birds,
including jay, song thrush, long-tailed
tit, jackdaw and heron.   

Closer still is our own Queen’s Park
Country Park, situated in the north-west
corner of Billericay, 60 acres of paths,
meadows and scrub, one of the best
spots in Billericay for warblers,
bullfinches and summer butterflies - and
with access to an extensive network of
public footpaths extending to Stock,
Ingatestone and Havering’s Grove. Just
the place to blow away the cobwebs on
a March day, with the spring sun on
our backs and a breeze in our hair.

“Nature
is good
for you”

So, with the winter soon behind us, it
is time to put on our walking shoes
and get out into nature, pulling the
kids away from their X-boxes and
i-phones, as we need their sharp
eyesight to spot an elusive tree
creeper camouflaged against the
bark, and their acute hearing to locate
a family of goldcrests high up in the
oak canopy. 
And you never know, they
might even enjoy it! 

Alan Waddoups

Photos taken at Hutton Country Park on 6th Feb 2019.   (Song Thrush – right)

Queen’s Park Country Park     1) Marbled White Butterfly      2) Brimstone Butterfly      3) Wren



F.A.Ingram

Carpentry & Joinery
Fine interiors & bespoke joinery

Advanced City & Guilds qualified

From skirting to loft conversions

Kitchens, cabinets, bathrooms etc

07962 172658
or 01245 256749
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CALCALL FOR FREOR FREE ADVICVICE E & ESTIMATETESCALL FOR FREE ADVICE & ESTIMATES

TOP TO BOTTOMTOP TO BOTTOM ROOFINGROOFING
Established Since 1976Established Since 1976

Domestic & Commercial Roofing ServicesDomestic & Commercial Roofi ng Services

• Slating & Tiling Specialists

• High/Low Level Pointing

• Chimney Renewals/Repairs

• Roof Lights/uPVC Roof Lining

BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374BILLERICAY OFFICE 01277 652374

SHARP’S DECORATING
Interior decorating

Paper stripping, Paper hanging, 
Painting

References and 
Portfolio Upon Request

Trading since 1988
Call for Free estimates 

and advice

Robert Sharp
01245 259245 or 07979 400357

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Slate house signs made to
measure. 

Personalised glass engraved
gifts for all occasions.

Contact Colin who will be
happy to help you

01277 655613 / 07749 710489
www.blastedmemories.com facebook.com/castiling
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WE OFFER FULL RANGE OF LEGAL
SERVICES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND

BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

Conveyancing 
(Residential/Commercial)

Personal Injury 
(Accidents at Work/Road Traffic/Slipping &Tripping)

Civil Litigation
Employment Law

Family Law 
(Matrimonial/Civil Partnerships/Cohabitation/Children)

Wills & Probate
Elderly Clients

(Lasting Powers of Attorney/ Deputyships/Care Fees)

Business Advice
 Notary Public now available!

100 High Street Billericay Essex CM12 9BY
    Tel: 01277 659 441 Fax: 01277 630 596

e-mail: info@rogergreensolicitors.co.uk
www.rogergreensolicitors.co.uk

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 50153
Partners: M.C.J. MURPHY LLB (Hons), C.J. FEWELL M.A.LLB (Hons)

OFFERING HIGHEST QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP FOR MORE THAN 15 YEARS

WE SPECIALISE IN PROVIDING ELECTRICAL SERVICES
THROUGHOUT ESSEX.

WE WORK TO COMPLY WITH LATEST ELECTRICAL STANDARDS. 

WE PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY WORKMANSHIP TO ENSURE
YOUR PROJECT IS COMPLETED ON TIME AND ON BUDGET.

Contact: Rob Sheehan
Mobile: 07525 820309                      
Telephone: 01277 555054
Email: rob@billericaysparks.co.uk
Web: www.billericaysparks.co.uk

Billericay Sparks

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
Ring Steve on 01277 654608 or 07836 337093

Austin Jones Group – Est. Since 1989
www.austinjonesgroup.co.uk 

Brick drives • Tarmacadam 
Pattern imprinted concrete drives • Patios

Turfing • Brick work • Fencing

For all your outside work call Jay on

01277 375901 or 07887 523455
Paving@ajturnerbuilders.co.uk
WWW.ajturnerbuilders.co.uk

A J Turner 
Paving Specialist

Email  |  yintotheyangyoga@gmail.com
Tel  |  07885 757747
www.yintotheyangyoga.co.uk

Private Yoga Sessions

          New Slots available 
          in the comfort of 
          your own home!

Thursdays
9.30 - 10.30
11.30 - 12.30
13.30 - 14.30
15.30 - 16.30

Prices
Individual Session - £45

2 People - £25 (per person)
3 People - £20 (per person)
4 People - £15 (per person)

For more information 
or to book 

please contact Justine
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To advertise here
Pease contact Chris at:

resident@bdra.org

To advertise here
Pease contact Chris at:

resident@bdra.org
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F. E. FARRER
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS

5th Generation Family Owned Since 1860

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits Arranged
Pre Paid Funeral Plans

Memorial Headstones, Additional Inscriptions and Renovations
Rolls Royce & Daimler Fleet - Horse Drawn Carriages

Green Funerals & Woodland Burials

For Immediate Personal Attention, Day and Night
www.fefarrer.co.uk

33 High Street
Billericay

01277 622944

246 Hutton Road
Shenfield

01277 216030

LOCAL PLASTERER
General Plastering

Artex back to smooth

Call Graeme
Mob: 07930 364291

Tel: 01277 654086

Computer Problems?
Don’t struggle to carry it up to the shop or put 

up with expensive call out charges.

Call Gary Mander,
Computer Technician
on 01277 636358
for a no obligation chat

www.pctechnician.eu

No Call Out Charge!

Full bathroom installations · Plumbing · Wall & Floor Tiling
Electrics · General Maintenance · Silicone sealants 

Call us today for a FREE quote!

Steve Reader – based in Billericay
stevereader@aol.com   www.tlcbathrooms.co.uk

01277 626219 or 07765 400860

TLC Bathrooms

25 years in the trade

Breakdowns, Servicing & Installations

BOILERS / SHOWERS / SOLAR INSTALLATIONS / TAPS
ELECTRICS / TANKS / LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS

POWER FLUSHING / RADIATORS / LPG
AIR CONDITIONING INSTALLATION & BREAKDOWNS

BOILER SPECIALISTS • GAS, OIL, LPG “CASHBACK”
516031

WE AIM TO BEAT ANY QUOTE

Publication of an advertisement in this newsletter does not indicate editorial endorsement

Plumbing & Heating
Free Quotations

Billericay 630236     Mobile: 07742 505011/07805 935912     email: sdbanksplumbing@gmail.com     www.sdbanksplumbing.com

• Full Central Heating
• Toilets / Sinks & Taps
• Power Flushing
• Pressurised Hot Water
• Bathroom / Shower / Tiling
• Water Heaters / Cookers / Gas Fires

• Replacement Boilers
• Landlord Certificates
• Radiators / Pipes / Overflow
• Blocked Drains / Leaks
• Solar Hot Water Installations
• L.P.G., Natural Gas, Oil

• Electrical Maintenance • Part P qualified

(All work guaranteed - fully insured)

228512

� Landlord Gas Safety Certificate £65 incl. 

� Boiler Service from £55 incl.

� Power Flushing from £285 incl.

APPROVED

S & D BANKS Ltd

Equity release can be used for a variety of purposes.
These can include:
• Adapting / improving your home to enable you to 

remain living in it independently for longer  

• Paying off debts, such as outstanding mortgages 
or credit cards  

• Providing financial assistance to your children 
and grandchildren

Billericay Office 01277 633123
Equity Release will reduce the value of your estate and can 

affect your eligibility for means tested benefits 
Best Mortgage Solutions Limited is an Appointed Representative of Intrinsic Mortgage Planning Limited which is 

authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Equity Release Specialist 
Offering a whole of market service to  

homeowners over the age of 55+
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Making significant connections
There have been a number of concerns from
residents and reported on social media about
issues which have impacted on the high
street etc. We have contacted the police with
our concerns acknowledging that social
media is not always a reliable source of
evidence. Our major concern is that the
police presence in Billericay has been
reduced to such an extent that we wondered
what action, if any, is being taken.

‘Many of the comments seem to reflect a lack
of a police presence in monitoring these
individuals or if an incident does occur
protecting all members of the public.

We have written to a community policing
Inspector in Basildon to  say BDRA would
appreciate a response re the police priorities
for Billericay and the facts about reported
incidents which are commonly being
discussed on social media. We have had a
response which is the promise of information
which we can put in the Resident. Watch this
space.

Planning application to test the
lawfulness of a second floor on the
station car park. 

This is a technical application however
the Committee felt we should respond. 

BDRA supports the concept of additional
parking at Billericay Railway Station but
wishes to make the following comments and
observations;

We notice that the overall gain in places
is only 36%, from 389 now to 529 when
complete and we are disappointed that more
places cannot be provided.

We are disappointed that there appears to be
no improvement in the drop off and pick up
facilities.  Billericay is essentially a commuter
station and particularly in the evening, and
even more particularly when it is raining,
there is a demand for a pick up capability
which does not disrupt buses and takes
cognisance of the somewhat unpredictable
arrival times of trains.  We believe this should
be addressed. An improved short term
parking facility would also be appropriate.

Committee Focus

MAYFLOWER

“Help us to help you”

We applaud the fact that the applicants
appear to be following the appropriate
processes correctly.

We believe that action should be taken to
mitigate the likely unsightliness of the final
construction perhaps by means of trees along
Radford Way and on the lineside.

We assume that as the number of additional
places is limited this further supports the
retention of the Radford Crescent car park,
which currently has c100 places.

We trust that the opportunity will be taken to
use the additional places to address the
current on street commuter parking which is
concerning residents in the surrounding area.

Sale of Land at Mayflower 
School
We have received a reply from the
headteacher which states that the school
is only at the early stage of the process
and they are keen to work with us since
many of our members will have
associations with the school. In response
to our concerns he wrote the following:

With regard to the wooded area, all steps
will be taken to incorporate the existing
landscape into any new development; this
will be required by the planning authorities.
Extensive ecology surveys are a
requirement of planning and will be
available for public viewing. The area
concerned is not greenbelt. All other funding
options have been fully investigated and
exhausted.  Any loss of school playing field
is subject to ESFA and Sport England
approval.  There is no additional increase
in student numbers within the proposed
development.  

We will be monitoring the progress of this
project.

Impact of parking restrictions
A resident who is also a road rep has taken
action and written to a councillor re
commuter parking in the Copse.  He says that
since the introduction of restrictions in the
roads adjoining Perry Street there are cars
parked on a long term basis.  He particularly
identified a silver BMW. 

Car Park Cameras
It is becoming more and more common that
car parks where we used to be able to park
now have cameras making it highly lucrative
for the parking companies. As we monitor
planning applications we had noticed that we
had not seen any for Edith Lane and the
King’s Head. The regulations state that if
a camera is on a pole it needs planning
permission.  Basildon Council have been
asked what the planning application numbers
are and so far have not responded.

Mayflower 2020
There is a meeting on 26th April in Burstead
Church Hall. Details on page 4 which is led
by the Twinning Association who are putting
a programme together and looking for
support.
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Billericay District Residents’ Association 
����������� COACH TRIPS
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Please note that all payments should be made as soon as
possible and sent to the person named on the trip

advertisement. Cheques should be made payable to BDRA
and the trip title shown on the back of the cheque.

Departure points for all trips: GG – Gooseberry Green, bus
stop at roundabout, OA – Orchard Avenue, approaching
Stock Road, LR – Laindon Road, bus stop between Sun

Corner and the fire station, SG – South Green, bus 
stop to Wickford, opposite the retirement apartments.

Please note – When a trip is confirmed the fare must be paid as soon as possible.

PRIVACY NOTICE We understand that you consented to BDRA holding personal details about you when you subscribed as a member of the Billericay District residents’ Association and a recipient of the Resident magazine.
The information which we hold is your name and address, and we may hold additional information which you have provided such as your email address and/or telephone number.
We hold this data for the purpose of delivering the Resident Magazine to you and to collect and administer your subscription payments. We will hold your personal information only for as long as is necessary for these purposes.
Personal data is held securely and will not be shared with any third parties. You have the right to request to see what information we hold about you. You have the right to instruct us to delete your personal information from our
records at any time. This would result in the termination of your membership of the BDRA.

If concession prices are quoted (ie seniors, children) these should be requested at the time of booking or the full price will apply. In the event that you need to cancel all efforts will be made
to resell your seats, however if we are unable to resell your seats you are liable for payment. The terms and conditions which apply to BDRA coach trips can be found at www.bdra.org.

SUNDAY 28TH APRIL – THE PASHLEY MANOR GARDENS, 
TICEHURST, NEAR WADHURST, EAST SUSSEX. TULIP FESTIVAL
FULL
Yvonne and Kathleen are looking forward to seeing you on the day. Here is a
reminder of the pick up times Emergency mobile for use on the day only is
07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.
Depart: GG 8.30am. OA 8.35am. LR 8.45am. SG 8.50am. 
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.  
Telephone: 01277 840560
� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

THURSDAY 16TH MAY – RYE ON MARKET DAY
FULL – PLEASE PAY NOW
Rye is one of the most picturesque towns in England with its cobbled streets
and Tudor, Stuart and Georgian houses.
There are many interesting shops to browse and plenty of restaurants to get
a snack or lunch.
Cost: £16.00  
Depart: GG 8.15am. OA 8.20am. LR 8.30am. SG 8.35am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.30pm.
Please telephone to book after 9.00am on Tuesday 12th March
Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.  
Telephone: 01277 622342

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

WEDNESDAY 29TH MAY 2019 – “ANNIE” STARRING CRAIG
REVEL HORWOOD – 2.30PM MATINEE PERFORMANCE CLIFFS 
PAVILION, SOUTHEND
FULL – PLEASE PAY NOW
Cost: Coach and top priced ticket £42.00
Depart: GG 12.20pm, OA 12.25pm, LR  12.35pm SG 12.40pm.
Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.  
Telephone: 01277 840560

For your information our coach organisers Kathleen and Yvonne have a mobile for use on the day of a trip only.  The number is 07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

SUNDAY 16TH JUNE – HIDDEN GARDENS OF BURY
Still a few seats available
This event is held every year and all the money raised goes to the St
Nicholas Hospice Care. 

About 30 gardens are open to the public and all are within walking
distance of the town centre.

All the shops are open so come and enjoy the party atmosphere and the
refreshments on offer.

Cost: £21.00 Coach and entry to the gardens  

Depart: GG 8.30am. OA 8.35am. LR 8.45am. SG 8.50am. Back in
Billericay approximately 7.00pm.

Please telephone after 9.00am 

Kathleen Fox, 72 Perry Street, Billericay, CM12 0ND.  
Telephone: 01277 622342

� � � � � � � � � � � � � �

MONDAY 8TH APRIL – GUIDED TOUR OF THE HOUSES OF 
PARLIAMENT FOLLOWED BY A THREE COURSE LUNCH AT 
THE STRAND PALACE HOTEL
Yvonne and Kathleen are looking forward to seeing you on the day. Here is a
reminder of the pick up times. Emergency mobile for use on the day only
is 07518 122647. Please put it in your contacts.

After our tour we will have lunch at the Strand Palace Hotel. Tea/ Coffee is
included. When we have finished we will travel home.

Depart: GG 7.45am. OA 7.50am. LR 8.00am. SG 8.05am. Back in Billericay
approximately 6.00pm.

Yvonne Cave, 11 The Vale, Stock, Ingatestone, CM4 9PW.  
Telephone: 01277 840560


